Members throughout

August 2009 Northwestern, North Carolina
E Can you believe it's August? PBMC June Meeting Doughton Park Drive and
glr:en?gz; igg\tl\quzgfxﬁ;uvg??sthriv%hese are not th.e official minutes, Picnic
national goat cheese month. just my recollections. July 19" after a couple false starts
. Jason Saarm, our Hagerty friend, and stutters we had a cIu_b picnic. |
Catawba Valley British was at the club meeting last night am not sure it was advertised that

Motor Club and asked me if we had a business &Y originally, b-Ut that's how it
e e happened, | believe.
Read on for more news of our card that he could share with friends.

friends over at the Catawba Valley | didn't but promised him that | After some discussion about

British Motor club in this and future Would create something the club — nothing happening in the club last
issues. See something you like, joinlCOUIOI approve. So would you take amonth, Patricia Nicks volunteered
in. You'll be welcomed! ook at this proposal and, if to organize a drive up the mountain

approved, maybe we can get some for a picnic at Doughton Park.
Club Officers business cards for future car shows
President PJ Lenihan and the friends and businesses we
lawnvett@yahoo.com meet along the way.

Vice PresidenCurrently vacant
Secretary Denice Thompson
denice@conninc.com
Treasurer Nancy Causey
jncausey@roadrunner.com
Historian- Karen Hollar

hmna 1622@wmconnect.com
Website— Beth Lunney

Also, it was not voted on last night,
but | assume that we want to
continue with the club website.
Unless there was a big
misunderstanding | need to pay the
annual fee to keep our domain name
which | will do ASAP.

Newsletter- Danny Jacob - Beth Lunney has agreed to share the

mgb_mga@yahoo.com website upkeep with me (BIG Gary Colborne unpacked and ready to
Website: RELIEF!) if we can figure out how “picnic!”
piedmontbritishmotorclub.com to share access. She thinks it should

Club Email Contact: . ol Okay, I'm just like the rest of you.
: o be easy. I'm thinking it would be ’ ) )

piedmontbritishmotorclub@yahoo.comg , gjer 16 he on the next shuttle to thl Sounded like a great idea last

month and | was even eager to

The next meeting of the moon, but we will see. back the old MG out of the
Piedmont British Motor Club | \we were all sorry to see Ken Nicks basement garage and tempt the
will be August 31, 2009 at the| resign as club president for personagods whether she would make the
Wise Guys Restaurant in reasons. Thank you PJ for stepping drive without embarrassing me or
Statesville, NC. up to the plate. PJ will need some not. But, as the day drew near |

) . help, at the very least with the kept hedging my bets, maybe it
Drive your LBC, bring a monthly raffle. If someone will would be too hot. Maybe it might
guest and be prepared to volunteer for that please let PJ knowrain. But Ken Nicks warned me
participate! ,

(Continued on page 2 column 1) (Continued page 4, column 1)




Bob Ravich was busy tallying the
latest head count for the new car
badges. The club’s final badge
order, according to Bob, was 28
— plus 10 for the
club to have for
future sales: total

38. On Jéaily:?d Bob wrote that “I

as far as | am concerned, they are
now “on order.” | think it will be
good to have extra badges availabl
for future members to purchase.

overhead presentation of the

complete with musical
accompaniment by Dick Lunney. |

was pleased to see that a few of owgccurred to more people than just
my photos were included... maybe Me... Patricia Nicks told me after th
that justified the sunburn | stupidly meeting that she wanted to organiz

got that day.
Also, PJ Lenihan incredibly flew
held in Breckenridge, CO, yet still

showed up in his MGB from
Winston-Salem for the club

meeting. | hope everyone got to seeg

the pictures he showed on his

grandchild, too) This is the®year |
am aware of that PJ has attended

all were worthwhile, informative, funMy fun with Ethanol
and entertaining no doubt. But, at the
same time, another month has past A§out three months ago my TR6

by while our own club has not
organized a drive or held a
social event itself.

Meanwhile, along with a few other

: members, | have greatly enjoyed
sentin the check to Joe yesterday Several outings with other clubs. So,

left me stranded in a not so good
part of Jacksonville (FL). So,
instead of making a spectacle of
myself and trying to fix it in one of
our finer neighborhoods, | had it
towed home.

is this what we mean for our club to ! first focused on the ignition
be? We meet once a month, listen t§ystem since | have had problems

% few people talk about how they ~ With cheaply made points in the

enjoyed their cars while the rest of ugast but it all checked out. | didn’t
The club was given an interesting jUSt eat pizza. From the June meetir@_JSpeCt the.fuel SyStem at first

one might assume that Brit cars aresince | rebuilt both carbs and fuel
recent British Car Days South showfor show only and not meant to be Pump two years ago and surely
driven on the beautiful roads in this those repairs should last more than

part of NC. | guess the point

a picnic near the Blue Ridge
Parkway at Doughton Park.

Between you and me, if only 2 of us
in late Monday night from MG 2009show up... I'm going. So, go for it,

Patricia!

e
e

a few years. Wrongo!

On further investigation, |
determined that my fuel pump was
intermittent and the pressure was
low. | took the pump apart and
found that one of the rubber wafers
that make up the inlet check valve
was swelled and was no longer
keeping the gas moving on one

If you have feedback or iust want to direction toward the Carburetors.

criticism. Every one of us are

ut me in my place for being so
resumptuous, please tell me so. M
newsletter and website contribution

laptop. (Congratulations on the N€Wi5 this club should not deflect any

Without giving it much more

¥hought, | had another fuel pump
Skit, so | rebuilt it again. That was

three months ago and yesterday |
noticed a puddle under my car.

members of the PBMC because we T
Normally this is not unusual for us

Triumph owners, but this was

Brit car owners andhare driving . ) s
gasoline. To my dismay it was

red-headed German girifriend as fun experiences. At least that is my

navigator (actually his German
Sheppard). It is my opinion that PJ
deserves some kind of special

interest in all of this.

Please let me know how you feel.

award. He drives his car more often
and to more events than any one el§gards,

in the club. Way to go PJ!

Finally, there were several Brit car

coming out of a small vent hole at
the bottom of the fuel pump.
Yikes! | just rebuilt it!

Since I'm getting very good at
removing the pump, | determined
the problem in about 5 minutes.
The diaphragm was flaking apart
and kinda gooey. It finally dawned

events this past month that club ol & :

members told us about. It was ﬁ“b J?‘?: onme i\hat ! was” Siiffe”r;)g from th.eh
obvious they had a great time. VIR, a 1r"':;': sam_et Ing as a those boaters wit
the national V-8 workshop held this T.g, ; meléttlrrigrigbl?rglass gas tanks

year in Raleigh Durham, BCDS... QPGR C."P !

(continued page 3 column 1)



Poking around on the internet it
seems that the gas we use is 10%
ethanol and it is wreaking havoc on
other groups of folks as well. A
group of Mustang Club members
complaining about continued
accelerator pump problems, A Mini
owner with the same experience as
me, Hot Rodders continuously have
to replace the needle and seat on
their Holley carbs and so on.

| had another rebuild kit that was of
much better quality in my shop so |

used the diaphragm from that kit and
used old stock check valves that use

a fiber wafer instead of rubber. I'll
keep an eye on this in the months to
come. Feel free to contact me if any
of you have gone through this or
could recommend a solution.

jpoppl@comcast.net

reprinted by permission GFRIUMPH CLUB OF
NORTH FLORIDA andohn Propp

John is a 48 year old manager in the
telecommunications arena at Motorola in
the Jacksonville FL area. “However”, he

says, “ I've been around odd automobiles all

of my life. My father, Gerald, (Former
President of the Triumph Club of North
Florida) owned a Saab and Citroen
dealership in the 1960s and | would spend
many an hour monkeying around in the
shop. | inherited my mechanical ability
from him.”

John’s first British car was a 1959 Austin
Healey "Bug Eyed" Sprite that he acquired

Here are some shaps PJ took in
Colorado at MG 2009

in a trade when he was a young mechanic in John Twist explaining the finer points of MGs

the early '80s. “I've since owned and fixed
up many classic cars over the years
including a handful of MG Midgets, a
German micro car called goggomobil Saab
Sonetts, Cadillacs, a Ford Model T and
almost everything in between. “

John does his own work including a recent
overdrive conversion on his ‘73 TR6. Like
all of the cars he has owned over the years,
his TR6 is a driver not a show car, but
“that's the way | like it.”

£

Always a good sport, Brenda Lenihan

Carolina
British
Classics Il

Sept 12, 2009

Columbia , SC, Weston Lake, Just
outside of Fort Jackson, SC

2009 promises to be the biggest
and best ever! We're planning for
150cars this year and larger
crowds at our beautiful new
location. We also won't have the
issues with late arrivals that we had
last year! Come join Carolina
British Classics Il as a participant,
visitor, or sponsor to have a great
time and support a very worthy
cause!!

My name is Todd Smith and | am
the vice-President of the British
Car Club Midlands Centre. | am
also the show coordinator of our all
British show named Carolina
British Classics Ill. | am asking if
you would help us get the word out
about our show.

Thank you for your support,

Vice President
397-5556 or alpine1963@aol.com

Additional information on our web
site: British Car Club Midlands
Centre or www.bccmece.com if that
link does not work go to the CBC
Il page



(Doughton Park Picnic) A few minutes after getting there picnic area, we passed Jim Haley in
another 6 cars showed up with clulinis TR250 and Jack Austin in a 1963
members who had driven up from big Healy. Further on in the park we
the Statesville area. We welcomedalso encountered Bob and Denise
Anyway, Sunday morning the David and Janet Graham in their Thompson in their 1976 Mini and
weather was beautiful, even anothet973 Stag, Clyde and Karen HollatGary and Sue Colborne in their 1976
uncharacteristically cool day for  in their 1972 MGB, Jim and Sarah MGB. Since this event was strictly
summers around here. So, as | do Brown in their 1961 MGA, Tyrone not RSVP, we quickly

before every drive | washed my B and Esther Stoner in their 1957 TRcommandeered a site with a picnic
and as | did | began to feel a great 3, Larry Varvis in his XK-150 and table. So most every quickly got
day was coming on. Before | had €ven a 1971 Corvette driven by  unpacked got comfortable and the
finished drying the car the Merrilyn and Rich Harmon. feasting and socializing began.

afternoon’s impending drive becamé&ortunately we all had shade to ,
more and more a very pleasant park in so there was a bit of gettinCisEs
thought. In fact it was obvious that acquainted while we waited to see
this was even going to be atop  if anyone else would show.

down day!

| better get my butt over there for
the picnic or else.

There was an unfortunate incident

Well we all know the story between however. Many of you know Jon
men and women... | could have ~ Saylor, the Moonshine Rally
made the trip with a soda, some  organizer. He and his wife were
crackers and a piece of salami but there too for the drive and picnic.

by the time car was loaded we couldVhile we were waiting for every
have made a 3 day trip with all the one to show up they had forgotten Before long the more adventuresome

stuff Jan stuffed in. When we finallysomething and decided to rush ~ among us decide to hike further up
left I was glad | had put my old home and get back there in time fothe mountain to check out the views.
luggage rack back on the carto  the drive. When they did not get | decided to sit and annoy the people

handle the overflow. back soon, enough Patricia called sitting nearby me. | think everyone
mutual friends and found out they had a great time. As the sun began to
When we showed up at the had been in an accident. A rear  set behind the western mountains,

appointed jumping off site lwas  wheel had come off their Healy.  people began packing up to get
surprised to see a line of cars aheagyhen it was obvious there was home before dark. Jan and | left as a
of me led by Ken and Patricia’s nothing we could do and help was few diehards were still posed around
TR6. In fact we had visitors from  there to take care of them, Ken andheir raised hoods. By that time of
the Winston Salem branch of the  patricia decided to start the drive the evening | was even

Triumph Club of the Carolinas up the mountain to the picnic area.

including Daryl and Jane Siefert in
their 1973 TR6, Carl and Debbie
Davidson in their 1970 TR6 and
Steve and Melody Nance in their
TR6. And another surprise for me,
Kelly Royal from North Wilkesboro
was there in his newly restored
MGB.

willing to admit it was more than
By the time we got to the Parkway cool. So, we rolled up the windows
the weather had turned down rightto warm up a little and enjoyed a
cool. The way Jan was covered up

some might have called it even  (continued next page)

cold! As we turned into the




nice curvy road back down the
mountain that was most noticeable
because all the tourists had already
abandoned the Parkway and the
locals had left their porches for the
Sunday evening TV shows. We
made it home safely in our MGB.
Our Dachshunds, who had patiently
waited our return, were glad to see
us and the MG? She was ready for a
nice rest until the next adventure.

Local British Car Businesses

i i 1976
k 4 (704) 592-5523 \gtﬁ“NAT!OMg Since
~Jack Austin AUTO
y : o~ : SERviCE
Services to Interesting British Automobiles
Complete Auto Repair
Post Office Box 2346 Telephone B828.295.0224 EYE
Blowing Rock, NC 28605 Facsimile B28.295.48 |4
twigwork@charter.net
Bob Thompson L 166 MG Lane
Owner Union Grove NC

28689

wimgb@conninc.com




CAR SHOWS AND
MORE

News from the Catawba Valley
British Motor Club
by Bobby Cox

Well it is summertime again
and guys all over the country
have tuned and polished their
cars for another season of
driving and socializing. Here in
North Carolina the Catawba
Valley British Motor Club has
been busy planning drives and
attending car shows. The club
has sponsored some very
enjoyable trip events and we
have taken part in some great
area British car shows. | am
very proud to say that we have
had a lot of club participation in
all events with a number of first
and second place awards,
including one “Best of Show”.

This part of North Carolina is
alive with car shows beginning
in the early spring. Club
members from the Catawba
Valley British Motor Club

drove and trailered their cars to
events like the “The Gathering”
at the beautiful “Shelton
Vineyards” in Dobson, NC,
“The British Car Show” in
Townsend Tenn., “The British
Classic Car Show” at Wake
Forest, NC., and, most recently,
the “British Car Day South”
show in Concord, NC.

The Catawba Valley British
Motor Club has been especially
honored this year with awards
going to Vance James, with one
first place and one second place
for his late model 1976 MGB.
Ellis King won first place in

two categories for his late

model 2005 Morgan and his

1969 MGCGT. The LBC gods
also favored me as well. | have
been awarded two first and two
seconds in class for my
beautiful 1961 TR3 so far this
year. But the real prize winner
for the club went to one of our
own charter members. Wayne
Starnes entered his beautiful
1956 Austin Healy 100 and
took home “Best in Show” at
the British Car Day South
event.

For those wondering about this
beautiful car, Wayne purchased
his car about 25 years ago when
it was pretty much a rust
bucket, with no drive-train. He
has restored this car twice since
then and now he has a very
sleek black and silver beauty.
Its fold down wind screen,
louvered bonnet with leather
strap, and chrome wires really
set this car apart from the
competition. It has to be a good
feeling to win over 250 other
cars in a competition of this
caliber. The whole club has
been so excited for Wayne that
his hard work finally paid off.
Congratulations Wayne! Life
would not be complete without
its ironies, however. | had to
laugh at myself on the way
home that day pulling my
second in class car in an
enclosed trailer following
Wayne, DRIVING his Best in
Show car!

Our club has also enjoyed some
great driving trips so far this
year. Driving these old classics
in beautiful weather along
scenic roads with good friends
has to be one of life’s great
experiences. In June the club
took a driving tour from
Hickory to Dobson, NC where
we enjoyed a wonderful meal
together at The Depot
Restaurant.

This turned out to be a shared
adventure with the neighboring
Piedmont British Motor Club in
Statesville, NC. Their
president, Ken Nicks, lead the
convoy on some beautiful
winding roads that ended up at
his restoration shop in
Jonesville, NC after lunch.
Everyone got to take a close
look at his shop, including his
car collection and then some
interesting customer car
projects underway.



On June 27 the morning
started off promising, but the
heat gradually got worse as we
met in Morganton, NC to begin
our mountain drive up to
Crossnore, NC.

There was a breakdown and one
couple got lost, but it all ended
well for our picnic run to an
isolated mountain cabin in a
place called Harshaw Hollar.

Our host was an old friend,
Jimmy Odom, who generously
loaned us a beautiful picnic area
on their Christmas tree farm
which even sported a trout
pond.

Whenever there is club event
participation is sometimes
difficult to predict. Weekends
are often time for catching up
chores around the house, family
obligations and even the
occasional excuse, “I'm so tired
I’'m not leaving the sofa today.”
So it was great that on this day
we had great participation from
club members even including a
couple visitors from the
Piedmont British Motor Club.
On behalf of Sandy and me |
want to thank Gary and Debbie

Shaver, Vance and Alice James,
Harley and Elaine Blodgett,
Robert and Judy Lineberger,
Corky and Percella Guenther, as
well as our visitors Ken and
Patricia Nicks and Danny and
Jan Jacob.

Debbie Shaver by their Healy

Our host Jimmy Odom with his
grandson, “Little Jimmy” made
the day complete with their
presentation on bees which even
included a demonstration on
how to actively manage the
hive. We were all treated to a
glass of bee beer called Mead
afterwards. | will not give away
more details because its alcohol
content was over 17%.
However, after a lazy interlude
we all recovered, said our
goodbyes, and sadly, started
back down the mountain to
reality in the lowlands.



Earning the American Dream
A Memoir of the Failure of B.M.C. by

Gordon Whitby
By Dick Lunney

Every MG enthusiast has wondered at one time or
another why a company that could produce such
enduring classics as MG and Austin-Healey sports
cars could fail to move forward and prosper during
the import car revolution of the last few decades. It
is hard to believe that at one time in the 1950s,
BMC was the fourth largest automobile
manufacturer in the world!

Now there is a
remarkable book by
one of the few people
capable of chronicling
what actually
happened with
painstaking detail and
insight.Earning the
American Dreanby
Gordon Whitby is a
truly fascinating
documentary of what
was right at B.M.C.
and what was
tragically wrong.

Whitby is an Englishman who immigrated to
America in the early 1950s to work in the California
aerospace industry only to discover he had to be a
U.S. citizen. Needing a job, he applied at the
fledgling Gough Industries, the Southern California
Nuffield Car Company distributor, in the service
department working on M.G. TC and TD roadsters
and Morris Oxford and Minor sedans. He worked
under Ken Miles who would become one of
America’s premier race car drivers and a brilliant
automotive engineer whose M.G. R1 and R2
(Flying Shingle) Specials were the most successful
racers on the West Coast. Whitby’s role as chief
mechanic for Miles and his expanding job at Gough
caught the eye of Syd Enever, chief engineer and
designer at the M.G. Motor Car Company,
garnering Gordon an invitation to join the 1956
Bonneville Salt Flat team as the only American race
mechanic. He actively participated in both the
Austin-Healey efforts led by Donald and Geoff
Healey as well as the M.G. efforts led by Captain

George Eyston and Syd Enever that culminated in
numerous speed records being shattered. Gordon
continued to be invited on subsequent Bonneville
efforts in 1957 and 1959, pos- sibly the pinnacle of
B.M.C. engineering achievement, but sadly the last
such effort.

Subsequently, Whitby's career at Gough continued
ultimately replacing Ken Miles as the general
service manager and eventually the regional service
manager for Hambro, the U.S. Distributor for

B.M.C. The book painstakingly documents the
technical struggles B.M.C. dealers faced with
persistent oil leaks, faulty instruments, and failing
S.U. fuel pumps throughout the 1950s and 1960s.
His relationship with Enever provided Whitby a
unique avenue to report on the mechanical failings
and design shortcomings of automobiles produced
by B.M.C. and the book provides literally hundreds
of letters and correspondence between these
dedicated engineers on both sides of the Atlantic.
Sadly their efforts to improve the quality of the cars
being produced and the top management’s
unwillingness to design new cars, especially sedans,
for the U.S. marketplace allowed others, most
notably Japanese manufacturers, to push B.M.C.
and British Leyland out of business.

Reluctantly, Whitby left Hambro and B.M.C. for a
career at Nissan in 1967, where he saw rapid
improvements in quality and new products designed
specifically for the U.S. marketplace like the 240Z
and Datsun sedans that incorporated features that he
and the BMC dealers had pleaded for including
more powerful engines, all synchromesh
transmissions, independent suspension and
improved qualityEarning the American Dream
crammed with fantastic photos of early sports car
racing, the Bonneville record efforts, and Whitby’s
personal archives that document an era that will
never happen again. The letters and memos that fill
over a quarter of the book provide amazing insight
into the frustration faced by dealers with a company
whose top management failed them on every level.
This is much more than a memoir of an auto
executive; it is an insider’s testament to the demise
of a once great company. This book should be a
“must read” for every executive at GM, Chrysler
and Ford (and maybe a few folks in Washington!).



You can order the book for $47 ($52
overseas / includes shipping). Send
check or money order to Gordon
Whitby, 379 Spinks Canyon Rd,
Duarte, CA 91008 or order online at
www.ClassicMGMagazine.com/books.
html.

Aspects of Abingdoireprinted
The first edition ofAspects of
Abingdonenjoyed world-wide acclaim
and was soon out of print. Now we are
pleased to offer the second edition of
this fascinating book which pays
tribute to the dedicated workers who
assembled MGBs and Midgets in the
Abingdon factory.

Local British Car Businesses

Jason's Classic Car Blog

What's happening in the world of collector car
events in North Carolina? Ride with Hagerty to
experience the excitement of the collector car
hobby with a inside look at car shows, cruise-ins
and more.

http://hagertyjason.blogspot.com/

August Birthdays

Additional material, revised

chapters and new photographs make
this the definitive volume for all

MGB and Midget owners and
enthusiasts. This new edition is
perfect bound with a color cover

and is the ideal gift for anyone at all
interested in MGBs and Midgets.

Don Hayter, who was chief engineer at the
MG Car Company and wrote the foreward
to Aspects of Abingdon

The price is only $15 which includes
shipping and handling within the United
States; add $4 for overseas shipments. To
order, send check or money info to: P.O.
Box 8645, Goleta. CA 93117 or online at
www.ClassicMGMagazine.com/books.html

Karen Hollar August '8, Danny Jacob August 13
Sharon Ervin August 30th Clyde Hollar, August 2¥

Norma Richardson August



AUTO FORENSIC
By Don Annas

This is a story about my 1954
MG TF and the events that lead
to getting the frame
straightened.

First a little history on my TF.
How | became a “T” series MG
owner is a story in itself, and
possibly a future article.

My TF was built on September
28" 1953, during the second
week of TF production.
Needless to say, it had as many
TD parts as it did TF. It was
build for the Earl's Court Car
Show in England. Earl’s Court
was where the public got to see
all the new car models from
Europe.

When | purchased the TF in
March 2000, | knew that the
wood was tired, and that one
day | would have to re-build the
tub or buy a new one. On the
advice of good friends, |
decided to drive the car as long
as possible before doing a
complete restoration.

As it worked out, the division of
the company | was working for,
was sold. Having enough years
to retire, | did so and went to
work for the purchasing
company at my current salary. |
did this with one goal, to double
dip just long enough to afford a
new tub for my TF. And as

luck would have it, a year and
half later a buy out package
came along that was more than
enough to buy a new TF tub.

| continued to drive the TF for
another year or so before the
gas tank sprung a leak, for the
second time. To me this was
the sign. | needed to start the

long labor of love and do a
complete restoration. Here is
the story of just the frame
restoration.

Once | got the TF down to just
the frame, | did what every one
would do. | got out the level,
tapes, straight edges, thing
needed to see if | could
determine the condition of the
frame before consulting an
expert. | knew the TF had been
wrecked, but was convinced
that the only real damage was to
the left rear arch.

Once the frame was power
washed, | could see that there
was damage to both rear arches.
After hours of measuring and
leveling, | was again convinced
that the only area that was
possibly out was the left rear
arch.

Now to find someone to
straighten a frame that is 55
years old! This is where
belonging to a Car Club pays
off. You have a lot of people
you can consult with who have
been there, done that before
you.

So after many, many
conversations, | had it narrowed
down to a shop that had
straightened “T” frames before,
or a Technical School that
wanted to straighten the frame
as a teaching tool. The business
that had done “T” frames before
would do the work, but it would
not be their top priority. The
Technical School appeared to
be the best bet, since | was
going to be able to participate.
Then the semester ended and
they could not straighten my
frame until classes began in the
late fall.

Back to step one! To make a
long story short, Linda and | go
to her office once a week.
Coats Auto Body, has one
building, where they do
finishing work, paint, etc., and
another a place behind the
office for body repairs. Doing
maintenance for them before, |
knew that they had a new,
computerized frame machine.
Also, like most repair shops,
they do mostly insurance work.
But | thought | would ask if
they ever did cash work, and
was it possible to get
measurements on a frame that
was 55 years old.

As it turned out, they did do
cash work. After checking with
the company that manufactured
the frame machine, the software
was available to straighten the
frame. It would take a week to
get the software, so | agreed to
deliver the frame after the data
was available.

Now the interesting part of the
story! | delivered the frame,
and was showing the technician
what “I” thought was wrong
with the frame. Boy was |
wrong. First, the technician
showed me areas that | had not
seen, where damage had
occurred and been repaired.
He was able to determine that
the TF had been hit from behind
very hard. At least by a large
truck, or dropped off a two
story building. Now | am
feeling really good. Of course
10



my question was, “Can it be
repaired?” His answer was yes,
no problem. He pointed out
that the repair had been
completed in the late 50’s or
early 60’s because the repairs
were made using a stick welder.

He showed me where a section
had been replaced, and the
replaced section was cut on a
diagonal for maximum strength.
He stated that when the repairs
were made, they were excellent
for that time period. He found
another area that had been
heated, allowing the frame to
move a greater distance. One
thing he pointed out was that
this frame were much softer
than frames made today, and
that heating the frame made it
harder and stronger vs. today’s
frames, when heated they lose
strength. Considering the time
frame of the repair explains
why none of the body panels

Little Switzerland Jag
Show

By Robert Wasson

We attended the Carolina
Jaguar Club's annual Concours
de Elegance held at Little
Switzerland on July 2%

Over sixty Jaguars were on
display from Virginia, NC,
South Carolina, Georgia,
Florida, Tennessee, and even
one from Louisiana.

appear to have any body filler.
During 50’s and 60’s new body
panels were available. The
machine they used is far beyond
anything | could describe, but it
was equipped with a “Blue
Tooth” reading device, so all
they had to do was touch an
area with this device and it
would give them a reading from
any given point. The computer

software used 8 measurement
points down each side of the
frame. None of the
measurements were correct!
Some were out as much as
15mm. Once the frame was

The Piedmont British Motor
Club was well represented as
new members, Bill and Deb
Dorsey, took a second place
award in judged championship

straightened, all areas are at
either “0”, or a max of 3mm off.

The technician made the
statement that when | put the
body panels back on the TF,
they would all just fall into
place. |did not have the heart
to tell him that most of the
panels had additional holes
drilled to make then line up
with a bent frame.

So, I don’t know what happened
to my TF, but | do know that at
one time it was in major wreck,
and was repaired by a shop that
did top notch repairs for that
era. Now | have a straight
frame to begin my re-build.

You can contact Don at
donannas@bellsouth.net

£

competition with their 2003
Jaguar Vanden Plas.

The Jag club's reputation as a
fun group was proven again
with one third of the attendees
there for the party, and not
bothering to show a car!

The Friday night seafood buffet
had steamed shrimp and crab
legs, raw oysters on the half
shell, and half a dozen chefs
prepared their signature seafood
dishes for the crowd.
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Saturday evening featured a free
cocktail party with hors
d’oeuvres sponsored by Scott
Jaguar and Hagerty Insurance,
followed by a dinner of prime

rib.

The weather for the event was
perfect, with cool mountain
breezes, fantastically clear
mountain views, and not a drop
of rain (but there was a quart of
mountain dew)!

A bit about the little red car: It
is an Austin Swallow, and the
oldest car in the US designed
and built by Jaguar founder, Sir
William Lyons. The car was
built in 1935 and belongs to
David Harrison, pictured beside
it with the straw hat.

Bob Wasson is a longtime
member of the Piedmont British
Motor Club.

For more information about the
Little Switzerland car show you
can contact Bob at
robertwasson@bellsouth.net

Bob’s XKR Jag

£

Sherman’s way is finally out. Jan and | rented it from NetFlix this weekn&imes Way is
a delightful movie with an MGB as an interesting side prop for those fastibgat®ritish
cars. There is some brief nudity and, a word of caution, the perfunctory use of the “F
word, for those who might be watching with young children. Unfortunately the car is
featured enough to suit me or likely make it a great car movie. It's more atypita NY
rich kid; a mama’s boy on a summer adventure that forces him to grow up a bit in th
liked the movie but for the life of me I could not figure out why they used 2 different |
model years. They started off with a distinctive 1975 rubber bumper, 2 windshield-w
car which mysteriously evolved into a chrome bumper model with the distinctive 3
windshield wipers from that era. And who constantly refers to their MGB as dedads

Anyway | might add that if you enjoy seeing British cars on TV or in the moyoesve missed your
chances on public TV’'s Masterpiece Theater these past 2 weeks. If you mua thiaAgatha Christie

Miss Marple detective series, you would have seen an Iris Blue 1960 M&Racket Full of Ryand in
Why Didn't They Ask Evans®?red 1959 BN4, Austin-Healey 100-6. Sadly they banged up the Healy in
the plot line but, in the end, it recoved well enough to be in a scene with the stranded helatities a f
along a quaint lane, with the smashed left front door neatly piled into the back. HashEajgl

Classifieds

WANTED - WTB MGBGT V6, A/C finished and ready for long distance touring; or MGCGH WiC
in same ready to drive condition. would also consider V8 with A/C, if well softadcan contact PJ at
pjlenihan@me.conor 336.462-114.7

WANTED Need rebuildable drivers and passengers seats from a 58 thru about 64 AH sprite or MG
Midget. These are the early design with the curved backs. Call Bob Thompson at 704-592-5523

FOR SALE —Contact Danny Jacob 336 838-3255marb_mga@yahoo.con$o make me an offer.
MGB - Commission # Plate(Z) Moss 408-335 $6.95
MGB - Tonneau Bow(used) Moss 433-640 - $20.00
MGB - Carpet for Sills, (new) (black) - $75.00
MGB/C - Under DASH LINER (R/L), (New) Moss 453-863 - $80.00
MGA - Crossland Oil Filter Element (made in UK) Moss 930-030. $8.90
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Another plane, the Douglas DC2
was also at the air show. This is a
copy of the “Uiver” The original
Uiver is the most popular KLM
plane ever. It only flew 3 months

Hello friends. for KLM, from September 19 until
December 20, 1934 before it
Air show Oostwold, June 2009. Spray plane crashed in bad weather conditions

in Iraq , on its way to Batavia. Four

This time nothing about cars but ~ Once every two years there is a real Crew members died.

some information about an air shownice air show organized. Most .

| attended recently, which | would spectacular are the demonstrations dk few years ago this DC2 was

like to share with you. planes used during WWII. This year, restored and made as an exact copy
for example, the following planes  Of the “Uiver”. It is a real beauty.

On the £ of June 2009, | went to anwere giving demonstrations:

air show which was held in the

village of Oostwold, near where my

family and | live.

Mustang P51.

Hawker Hurricane.
Supermarine Spitfire.
Douglas DC2 Uiver.
Cristian Moullec and geese.

The Mustang P51 was one of the

beautiful planes used in WWII. These

planes have a Rolls Royce Merlin  Douglas DC2 copy of the Uiver of 1934
Engine. The sound of the P-521

Mustang is incredible. While diving

they make an unbelievable whistling

noise.

Christion Moullec with his flying geese.

Kind Regards,

Air show Oostwold poster

Oostwold has a small Airport which
was used in the past for planes
which sprayed our potato fields.

Mustang P51 called Big Beautiful Doll ~ Please check out my website:
www.car-brochures.eu

| hope you enjoy my column. If

you have suggestions or questions:
feel free to contact me by e-mail:
h.egges@hetnet.nl

Nowadays these spray planes (called

crop dusters in the U.S.) are not used

anymore because of environmental

restrictions. Only during very dry

seasons and even then very seldom

are spray planes used. Nowadays the

Airport of Oostwold is used as para

jumping and sky diving centre. Mustang P51 called Damn Yankee
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