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BBBrrr iii ttt iii ssshhh   CCCaaarrr sss... 

 

    
 

October Things to Do with your Little British Car! 
 

Here is a calendar of area events for October that PBMC members might find interesting. Please check the 
PBMC website calendar for updates.  
 

We are still looking for volunteers to lead a PBMC driving event this fall. dj   
 

2-3-4  Mountain trip Sponsored by the North Carolina MG Car Club. Mountain Tour to West Jefferson, 
 Blowing Rock, NC. check the website or contact Jim Lathan (919.469.0470) for more info! 

3-4  
The Tarheel 500. Southport, NC to the Blue Ridge Mountains at Mount Mitchell. Questions or to 
signup: Christen Christian: christen2002@gmail.com  website: http://www.tarheel500.com 

16-17 
Euro Auto Festival. Show day on the 18th. Spartanburg, SC. Website: 
www.EuroAutoFestival.com. PBMC Contact: David Graham at grahamda@ymail.com 

17 
Tom Cotter's car show at AutoBarn on Saturday, October 17th. Located at 325 
McGill Ave in Concord, NC.   

 
24 

The Triad Austin-Healey Club will sponsor a 2d fall rally in Elkin, NC. Contact Jon Saylor at 
bigpoop70@yahoo.com for more information. Place & time same as Moonshine Rally.  

27 PBMC Meeting, 6:00 p.m. Florinda's, 528 Mocksville Hwy, Statesville, NC 

31 Brits and Battleship, Wilmington, NC. Sponsored by the British Motor Club of The Cape Fear  
  Wilmington, NC. Held on the grounds of the USS North Carolina Battleship Memorial 

31   
1st Jordan Lake Cool Car Show & Music Festival.  Jordan Lake Farm (Adjacent to Jordan Lake, 
NC) 1226 Marthas Chapel Rd. Apex, North Carolina 27523. (Sat & Sun) 
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  The Racer Chicks 

�
Car Care Canada has outlined the Top Five ways to maintain your vehicle, 
stay safe on the roads, protect the environment and preserve your investment. 
 
Racer chicks...Who are they?  
 
RAISING THE FLAG FOR CAR CARE SAFETY MONTH 
 
They are the women out there that choose to live their dream. They may be 
your mother, sister, aunt or friend...but one thing is for sure, they are mentors 
to all young girls out there.  Whether they race open wheel or sedans, four 
wheels or two, we cheer them on! 
 

 

 

 

                      1) Conduct regular maintenance - follow a 
                           scheduled maintenance plan. 
 
                      2) Change your oil and filters regularly. 
 
                      3) Take care of your tires - maintain proper  
                           air pressure and check tread depth. 

        4) Carry an emergency road kit - have jumper   
             cables, blankets, matches, flares, water. 
 
         5) Maintain your brakes – You might need to  
              make a panic stop. 
 
�����������������������������
���
��������

 
 

 

This month’s recipe from Great Britain 
(One of Josephine’s personal favourites) 

 

You can reach Josephine at  josephine@shopenglandonline.com 
 

Shepherd's Pie 
 

Ingredients 
 

1 Ib (450g) of Lean minced beef (although 
traditionally Lamb was used - hence the name) 
2 lb (900g) of Potatoes 
1 tablespoon of Tomato Puree 
1 tablespoon (2x15ml) (1fl.oz) of Worcestershire 
Sauce 
1 large Onion 
1 quarter pint (150ml) of Beef stock 
2 tablespoons of Vegetable Oil 
Salt 
Freshly ground Pepper 
2 teaspoons of dried mixed herbs 
Quarter pint (150ml) of Milk 
2 oz (60g) of butter 
2 oz (60g) of grated cheese  
 

Instructions 
 

1) Preheat the oven to (180°C), (350°F),  
2) Peel and halve Potatoes, boil in lightly salted water 
until soft 
3) Mash Potatoes add milk and butter to make 
potatoes light and fluffy.  
 

4) Season potatoes with salt to taste 
5) Cover mashed potatoes to keep warm, set aside 
6) Peel and slice onions 
7) Put vegetable oil in a saucepan and heat, add 
onions and cook on a moderate heat until soft and 
golden brown 
8) Stir in tomato puree, herbs, pepper, and 
worcestershire sauce and stir 
9) Add in the minced beef, continue stirring until 
mince begins to turn brown, add in the stock and stir 
for 1/2 minutes 
10) Transfer ingredients to an ovenproof dish, cover 
with the warm mashed potatoes 
11) Run a fork over the top of the potatoes 
horizontally to create a pattern 
12) Sprinke some grated cheese over top 
13) Place in the centre of the oven and bake for 40-45 
minutes, until golden brown on top and hot through 
Serving Suggestions: Serve with Carrotts and Green 
Cabbage 
�

������������������������������������  
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Eat Free or Die 
 

Simon St. Scot is an international automotive journalist and magazine editor 
known for his scrupulously honest new car reviews and entertaining automotive 
feature stories. His world is filled with luxury, largely provided by the world's 
car companies using exotic locales, the finest hotels, gourmet food and vintage 
wines to attract St. Scot and his colleagues to new car introductions.  
St. Scot lives in the upstairs of a refurbished, old firehouse. Downstairs stands 
his collection of cherished cars from an earlier era that he tinkers with in his 
spare time. Writing about new cars, living with old ones... it's the perfect life for 
a car guy. A perfect life until his world comes crashing down. Someone is 
claiming that St. Scot is dirty, that he has sold out to the "dark side" and that his 
opinions are for sale. When a colleague is found dead, he soon finds himself at 
the center of a plot to counterfeit the world's greatest sports cars and to control a 
worldwide publishing empire - no matter what the cost. His only hope for 
salvation lies in setting aside his knife and fork long enough to negotiate 
international intrigue, corporate greed, carnal temptation, and ultimately murder 
and mayhem.  

 

"Eat Free or Die is a light and humorous yet intriguing and suspenseful yarn that’ll keep you turning its pages. 
“…Definitely recommended reading for auto enthusiasts and mystery buffs alike.” European Car 
"Amusing murder mystery set in the land of car magazines…" Road & Track 
"…fun and fast paced- an entertaining read with nary a clank or factual error to create a speed bump. Clemens 
“…has the beginnings of a series if he chooses to write a sequel." AUTO Aficionado 
“… a fascinatingly detailed look at the life of a high-flying automotive journalist.”Joe DeMatio, Automobile  
“The perfect book for a flight from Detroit to Los Angeles… filled with counterfeiting of vintage cars, babes, 
betrayal, money laundering [and] any number of homicides.”  David E. Davis, Jr.  
“The plot… is enjoyably ludicrous and surpassed only by the fantasy portrayal of the daily life as an automotive 
hack.” Octane  
 

Eat Free or Die: ISBN 0-9729445-3-2 , River's Bend Press, 2005, 250 pgs. , $14.95 USD 
 

£ 
 

Escaping the surly bounds of everyday life. 
 

Excuse my paraphrasing the poem, High Flight, which over the years become 
a mantra for pilots, but don’t you feel the same way when you’re on the road 
in your little British car? PJ recently put his car to the test and from this email 
it appears he was having a great time. ���  
 

September 12, 2009 Four Triumphs and a lone MG enjoyed a ideal day of 
blue skies and comfortable temperatures as we drove about 250 miles of back   

roads to the Johnny Appleseed country in the Shenandoah Valley.  The MG began sputtering and backfiring as 
we entered Roanoke, VA.  What a relief to find out it was a simple loose wire to the coil.  A little squeeze with 
pliers and the connection was tight again.  Lost car keys caused quite a stir after a delightful lunch at the 
Sheridan Livery on Main St in Lexington, Va.  After some time spent looking everywhere the missing keys 
were discovered in a secret pocket.  No names here to protect the embarrassed.    

��
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Last True British Car Dealer in America 
 

Whenever I’m in Roanoke to visit Lynnette’s 
family, I always swing by Webb Motors. 
 

Bryon Webb has been 
operating Webb 
Motors continuously 
since the 1950s and 
from its current 
location for over 50 
years. It is the new car  
dealership for MG, Triumph, Rover, and Austin-
Healey; perhaps the last one still operating in the 
United States. 
 

Mr. Webb, now well on in years, is there most days 
and runs a restoration shop in the back under the 
dealership. The small showroom looks much like it 
did in the 1960s. In fact it looks like it hasn’t been 
cleaned since the 1960s! There are always a number 
of cars in the showroom; when I was there in July I 
saw a Rover sedan, a couple of MGBs, an MG 
Midget, a Triumph TR6 and a Spitfire, Mr. Webb’s 
personal car which is a red Triumph TR8, and an 
Austin-Healey Sprite sold new at the dealership and 
now for sale on consignment by the original owner. 
 

The dealership still has a relatively well stocked 
parts department and I purchased a few small parts 
earlier this year at prices below current catalog 
rates. 

Mr. Webb’s advice and 
instructions were free 
and well worth the trip. 
He also threw in a few 
nuts and washers I 
would need at no cost.   
Out back and beside the building one can find a 
small graveyard of parts cars and piles of doors, 
glass, and other bits that may be needed on a future 
restoration. In July I saw a 1964 TR4 sitting out 
back ready to start its restoration. 
 

Talking with Mr. Webb is a fascinating experience 
as he shares his experiences as a new car dealer 
from the heyday of British sports cars in America. 
 

Apparently Roanoke was quite the sports car 
community back in the day. A lawyer we use where 
I work grew up there and tells me about going out 
with his father in their Aston Martin DB5 (his daily 
driver) to meet up with other sports car enthusiasts 
to drive the mountain roads on weekends. 
 

Even today I often spot Spitfires, MGBs, Alfa 
Romeos, TR6s, and even an MGA coupe when I am 
out there and the weather is nice. So, if you’re in 
Roanoke and interested in a walk back in time, 
swing by Webb Motors on Williamson Road and 
ask for the owner. Bring your checkbook, the cars 
for sale. It is after all, a dealership. 
 

Jim Godwin 
Reprinted from Central Virginia British Car Club August 2009  
 

                                                                   £ 
 

 
 

More Larry's Proverbs (the cable guy) 
Back by popular demand? Really? I don’t know, nobody ever tells me what they like in this newsletter! 

 

When everything is coming your way, you're in the wrong lane. 
He who laughs last, thinks slowest. 
Hard work pays off in the future. Laziness pays off now. 
Inside every older person is a younger person wondering, 'What the heck happened?' 
Light travels faster than sound. That's why some people appear bright until you hear them speak. 
Eagles may soar, but weasels don't get sucked into jet engines. 
 

£ 
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Classified Advertisement 
 

1980 Spitfire for Sale 
 

We have for sale a 
very nice freshly 
restored 1980 Triumph 
Spitfire.  
 

We built the car for 
my wife last year but 

 

 

the new economic situation and the fact that we 
now also own three Triumph Stags, means we must 
sell a couple of these cars.  The car is Old English 
White with red stripes. It has a black top and black 
interior.  The work on the car is professional quality 
throughout.  I honestly think the car is worth $6500 
but in today’s environment we are prepared to take 
less than that. 
  

The car was completely striped and repainted, the 
engine and transmission were rebuilt and the 
suspension was gone over replacing everything that 
was not up to par.  The car has an overdrive 
transmission with the switch mounted on the dash to  
 

 
 

the drivers left.  The wood on the dash is new.  It 
has new brakes all around and all the hydraulics 
were rebuilt.  The seats were reupholstered in a 
synthetic black material that breaths and does not 
stick to the skin.  The carpet and top are the 
standard Spitfire material.  We had both a 1978 and 
a 1980 Spitfire available when the car was being 
built.  Thus the car has 1978 bumpers because we 
liked the chrome bumper look.  The car has a 1978 
radiator with the 1980 electric fan for cooling.  The 
car also has halogen head lights with the appropriate 
wiring and relay; LED bulbs were used in the tail, 
park and stop lights as well as a third brake light.  
The car does have an exhaust header but we also 
have a catalytic converter that is required for 
inspection.  The rest of the exhaust is stock Spitfire.  
Please see attached picture. 
  

Please contact David & Janet Graham at: 
grahamda@ymail.com  
828 478 5776 
1673 Sherwood Ct. 
Sherrills Ford NC 28673

 
 

 

 

 

 

William Dorsey 
 

Rick Ervin 
 

David Graham 
 

Robert Lineberger 
 

Larry Yow 

 Club Officers 
 

President - PJ Lenihan  ���������	
���

 � 
Vice President - David Graham grahamda@ymail.com   
Secretary - Denice Thompson denice@conninc.com  
Treasurer - Nancy Causey jncausey@roadrunner.com  
 Historian - Karen Hollar  hmga1622@wmconnect.com  
Website - Beth Lunney beth@lunney.us  
Newsletter - Danny Jacob – mgb_mga@yahoo.com  
Website - piedmontbritishmotorclub.com 
Club Email -  piedmontbritishmotorclub@yahoo.com 

   
 
OCTOBER IS NATIONAL CAR CARE 
MONTH  
 

Speak out for clean air 
 Know the smoke signals: Blue smoke could be an 
indication of engine problems; Gray or Black 
smoke could result from a clogged air filter or a 
blocked manifold; and White smoke could be a 
leaky head gasket.   
Weatherize your car for winter.  
Don’t overfill or top off your gas tank:  This 
prevents spilled gas vapors from entering the air.  
 

Use clean fuels when available: use reformulated 
gasoline, oxygenated gasoline and alternative fuels.  
Reduce driving by planning your day efficiently:  
Combine trips to reduce driving time. (This means 
no driving around just to be having fun.)  
Keep your car well tuned. Save money: Have your 
emissions control system checked regularly to 
prevent costly repairs in the future.   
Drive smoothly: Avoid lengthy idling and drive at a   
 

���������������
£ 
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Stag for Sale 
  

I have recently purchased a 1971 Stag which brings 
me to three Triumph Stags and a Spitfire in my 
collection.  My budget cannot handle this and I need 
to sell the 5.0 Stag and the 1980 Spitfire.  Many of 
you have seen the 5.0 Stag (for the 5.0 Mustang 
engine) and are aware of the quality of the car.  I 
have listed below a fairly brief description of the car 
and included one photograph. Much more 
information is available to any potential buyer.  I 
only ask that you consider this car and pass the 
information along to anyone you think may be 
interested.  Thanks for your help. 
  

This car is a 
total ground 
up rebuild.  
It is Sapphire 
Blue with 
blue interior 
and carpet. It 
was built 
with a retro  

in mind and as a car drive anywhere anytime.  
  

The drive train is a 5.0 liter 1995-98 vintage Ford 
GT40 Mustang Crate engine.  It has 345HP with the 
fuel injection.  This is more power than this car 
needs. It is a little radical and one may wish to 
change it to a stock cam shaft to calm it down a bit.  
I would be willing to make that change should the 
buyer desire. The car has a T5 Mustang 
transmission rebuilt with a new set of Richmond 
gears. It has a Corvette Dana-36 rear end with new 
3.73:1 gears. The brakes on the car are slotted rotors 
on the front with green stuff pads and a Monarch 
disc brake conversion on the rear. The suspension 
on this car was completely redone with new springs, 
new bushing (much of them polyurethane) and new 
Spax adjustable shocks. All the wiring was stripped 
from the car and replaced with Painless 
Performance kits (hot rod and Mustang fuel 
injection), a 1995-98 Mustang computer control 
module. Only the connection ends of the original 
wiring were used where needed.  The gauges in the 
car are TPI Tech gauges and include a  
 
 
 
 

programmable speedometer. The heat and AC 
components were replaced with Vintage Air 
Products units. The tires and wheels were changed 
to Motor Sports Specialist 6X15 MO series wheels 
and Michelin Exalto tires. 
  

The exterior of the car is stock except for a Corvette 
hood scoop to accommodate the fuel injection.  The 
upholstery remains stock and only had the padding 
replaced. The dash pad was recovered and the 
indent on the passenger side eliminated.  Racing 
seat belts were installed to fill out the look and 
additional standard 3 point belt was put in the 
driver’s side for my wife’s comfort. The car, on one 
all interstate trip, got 26.5 MPG but does not fair 
nearly as well around town. 
  

Pictures of the car can be seen at www.bririshv8.org 
under Photo Gallery - Triumph - Stag - David 
Graham. Note the email for me listed there is 
incorrect. The correct email address is 
grahamda@ymail.com. I will be happy to supply 
any additional pictures required. 
  

This car is for sale because, I had my fun building it 
and driving it a bit (around 5K miles) and I have 
recently purchased a very nice 71 Stag.  I now have 
3 Stags and a Spitfire and I can’t afford to keep 
them all.  So the 5.0 Stag and the Spitfire need new 
homes.  No expense was spared when building this 
car and I guarantee you can not build it for what I 
want out of the car now. I would be very pleased to 
get $25K (about 60% of the investment) but I 
negotiate with a serious buyer.  Please email or call 
me on 704 478 5776 if you are interested.  If you 
know someone you think might be interested please 
forward the information to them. 
  

�������
�����
�
1673 Sherwood Ct 
Sherrills Ford , NC 28673 
 
 
Please let David know you saw his advertisement in 
the Lugnut, the newsletter of the Piedmont British 
Motor Club.���   
 

£ 
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Advance Auto Parts Car Show 
 

 

On September 5th we held 
the first in a series of three 
(for this year) Advance 
Auto Parts Car Shows. We 
had a good attendance by 
the PBMC with Clyde 
Holler and his Old English 
Ford / MG Hot Rod, 
TyRone Stoner with his 
TR3, Danny Jacob with 

his MGB, Denice Thompson with her Mini (Bob was 
working) and Janet and I brought our 80 Spitfire and 72 
Stag.  Thank you folks very much for coming out.  
 

Most of the other cars attending were American Hot 
Rod vehicles, including a 68 Ford pickup my boss 
brought. In all, we had 20-25 cars attend and I heard no 
complaints.  
 

We had the club tent set up and as sponsor and host, 
Advance Auto Parts supplied hamburgers, hot dogs, 
sodas and water for all.  The tent drew lots of people  
 
 

 
 

seeking food and refuge from the sun. We will use a 
tent from Advance for the next show and do the 
cooking there in addition to having our own tent.  
 

Advance handed out nearly 500 of the flyers on the 
shows to customers and during the Troutman Cruise 
In.  Before the next show they/we will also get flyers 
to the Mooresville and Mocksville Cruise Ins.  I 
would still like to see numerous 
PBMC cars at the next shows, to prove our support 
and our efforts to promote the show.   
 

With more advance notice, we should expect a larger 
turnout for the October and November shows. 
 

So mark your calendars now and plan to attend if 
possible.  Remember there is no registration, no 
judging and no trophies just a free lunch, good 
conversation and a good time.  We plan to bring our 
newly purchased Stag to the October 10th show.   See 
you there!   
 

�������
�����������
�����������
�����������
����� ���
£ 

 
 

An MG Day 
 

After leaving the car show about 1:30 I decided it 
was too early just drive back home, especially via I-
77. So I decided to leave Statesville and follow the 
sun westward, pretty sure it would eventually lead 
me to a major road running back to North 
Wilkesboro. Since I had wisely replaced my top this 
past year with one with a zip out rear window it was 
a very comfortable drive even as the heat of the day 
had not eased up noticeably. And come somebody 
please tell me why they did away with those vent 
windows on modern cars. They are an incredible 
way to get air moving throughout the cockpit.   
 

Anyway for those of you familiar with the 
Statesville area I drove north on Highway 21 for a 
bit then turned west on the Ft Dobbs Road. I never 
heard of Ft Dobbs before but it must be some kind 
of historical site because as I drove past the 
entrance there were costumed reinactors and a small 
crowd of tourists gathered in a field. Continuing on 
I eventually turned on the South Chipley Ford Road 
which eventually led me to Sullivan Farm Road  
 

 
intersection. There is one great advantage to living  
in this part of North Carolina. There are many, 
many secondary roads, litter free and always it 
seems a family farm and a grand view of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains in the distance.  
 

 

The Sullivan Farm Road 
is such a drive. I had to 
stop twice along the way 
to take a few pictures. 
The farmers were 
gathering their hay in  
 

the fields and I could not 
resist driving down an 
unpaved lane past its large 
cemetery to the Snowy 
Creek Methodist Church. 

I don’t know about you but 
a warm summer day an MG  

 

on a country lane shaded by old oak trees is just 
about as good as it gets. I just sat there for a few 
minutes soaking up how fortunate I was to have my 
old MGB back again. Just for kicks I raised the  
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antenna and managed to tune in the static filled 
Appalachian State University football game on the 
radio. It was just like old times!  

 

 
 

 

Final note: As usual I 
had not wanted to make 
the drive that day. It 
would be a hassle to get 
the car out, top off the 
fluids, check the tire 
pressures, etc. 

 

But at the end of the day as I got nearer home it 
occurred to me how fortunate I was to have got my 
MG back after so many years with another owner. 
And, once again, she had give me another great 
experience to remember.  
 

If you’ve had an enjoyable day with your British car 
please take a moment to share it with us. As I have 
repeatedly learned that almost any time I get off my 
butt and crank the old MG up she delivers an 
experience to be remembered 
 

������������
£ 

 

Humor from across the pond… 
 

Why Men Should Not Write Partnership 
Advice Columns 
�

The question:  
  

Dear Guus,  
 

I’m hoping for your help. The other day I was 
driving to work, while my husband, as usual, stayed 
at home.  
I had gone just 5 kilometres, when the car engine 
gave suddenly shut down. I walked back home to 
ask my husband for help.  
 

When I got home, I could not believe what I saw:  
He was in the bedroom with the daughter of our 
neighbour! 
I am 32 years old, my husband is 34, and the 
neighbour’s daughter is 22. We have been married 
for 10 years.  
When I asked him, he admitted that the two had an 
affair for six months. I told him that I would leave 
him if he would not stop that.  
 

He has lost his job six months ago and says that he 
is useless and he appears very depressed. I really  
 

                                                                                                                             

love him, but since my ultimatum, he seems to only 
further pull back from me. He refuses marriage  
counselling, and my desperate attempts for 
conversation don’t penetrate through to him.  
 

Can you please give me some advice?  
 

Saartje  
    

The answer:  
 

Dear Saartje,  
 

The engine shutting off after only 5 kilometres can 
have a whole range of causes. First ensure that the 
fuel line is free and clean. Check the operation of 
the injector and the fuse box; their position is 
described in the instruction manual. If all that does 
not help, then there is probably something wrong 
with the fuel pump, which is why the injectors are 
underserved and they don’t build up the necessary 
fuel pressure.  
 

I hope this helped you.  
 

Guus 
 

(contributed by Hermann Egges, �������	��������� ��
THE NETHERLANDS) 

                                                                   £ 
 

�         
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This is a follow up to last month’s article on the MGC 
 

 

 
 

Hello friends. 
 

Car tuning at Freddy Cane  
 

Our MG car club Holland members 
from the North region were at 
guests at Freddy Cane Engineering 
in Gorredijk, a small village in the 
northern part of Holland.. This 
company specializes in tuning 
engines. The aim this evening was 
to optimize Jouke Bloem’s, one of 
our club members’, 6 cylinder 
MGC on a Freddy Cane 
performance test stand. 
 

 
Performance test stand Freddy Cane 
 
Our car’s old engines do not 
perform optimally because modern 
fuels are mixed differently. 
Therefore the engines have to be 
tuned to be suitable for modern 
fuel mixtures. Burned carburetor 
needles and seats are more often 
seen because of a fuel mixture 
which makes the engine run poor. 
So the aim of tuning the car in this 
case is not make the most powerful 
muscle car, but adjust the car in 
such a way that it will meet the 
best performance by use of modern 
fuels during normal driving 
conditions. Other aspects which 
influence the car’s performance 
are: air filters, exhaust system, 

The cooling system, etc. So after 
the car is finished with the owner’s 
personally desired components, 
upgrades, etc, the adjustment of the 
engine can start. 
 
During a first test ride on the 
performance test stand, an 
impression is created with the 
engine performance under several 
conditions: during acceleration, 
stationary, constant speed, etc. 
Important in this case is to measure 
the CO content in the exhaust in the 
several stages. This will give a 
figure, which reflects the engine is 
running poor or rich on fuel. The 
CO content should be about 2, but 
in this case the CO content level in 
Jouke Bloem’s MGC came in some 
stages below 0.07, which meant the 
car was running too poor during 
this condition. Freddy Cane has a 
special program, to figure out the 
correct needle shape to improve the 
performance in this condition. 
There are about 350 needles 
available in the database. Another 
curved needle will lead to a better 
engine performance. The change in 
needles can, in some cases, not 
even seen, without measuring and 
might differ only 1/100 mm. 
 

In this case a needle shape was 
found that provided optimal 
conditions for normal road driving. 
In case of tuning the car for long 
distance runs on circuits or short 
track runs, you would choose a 
needle suitable for that driving 
condition. You want to have 
optimal engine performance related 
to the use of the car. For instance 
long distance racing cars are slow 
starters, they have to perform at top 
speed and high engine rotations. A 
short track car has to perform from 
the start, which requires a  

completely different carburetor needle 
shape.  
 
   

   
         Performance test results 
 
After the correct needle was chosen for 
Jouke’s MGC, these were fitted. First 
the carburetor seats were measured and 
adjusted. After which the optimal 
shaped needles were placed. After that 
Jouke made some test runs on the 
performance test stand to see if there 
was any improvement. Now the CO 
content was close to 2 all the time, 
which means the car was now 
performing optimally in all conditions. 
Now the ignition and the stationary 
revolution of the car are adjusted and 
the car is ready to go. 
 

 
 

Jouke Bloem’s MGC  
 
(Continued next page) 
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(Car tuning at Freddy Cane continued) 
 
Other important issues discussed 
during this educating evening 
were: Always perform tests with 
the engine bonnet closed and by 
use of a driving wind ventilator 
simulation in front of the car. As 
Freddy Cane said, who will drive 
his car with an opened bonnet?  
Also the adjustment of the ignition 
is tested with closed bonnet and 
driving wind simulation. After the 
“standard” adjustments of the 
engine by use of driving wind 
simulation, the performance of the 
car was optimized looking at the 
measured horse power.  
 

 
MGC on performance test stand 

 
Freddy Cane was committed to 
improve the smoothness of the 
engine and not particularly obtain 
more horse power. In this he 
certainly succeeded. The first 
practical experiences confirmed 
this for us.  The smoothness of the 
car has clearly improved and it is 
easier to handle. The engine sounds 
fuller, more like a six cylinder 
should. We were curious to see 
what the fuel consumption would 
be but that will need some more 
time. 
 
Any change to the engine or what 
is connected to it will have 
influence on engine performance.  

After choosing the configuration for 
the air filters, exhaust system etc. a 
performance test to choose the 
correct needle shape is advised. 
This is important, not only for the 
configuration itself, but also 
because of fuel mixtures today are 
much more different from the 
period the engines of our cars when 
they were manufactured. Also after 
a complete overhaul of your engine 
it is to be advised to tune and adjust 
it to have a better performance and 
therefore longer life time. 
 

 
MGC Carburetors taken apart. 

 
 

 
The MGC 6 cylinder engine 

 
 
I never thought about these issues 
before. I always thought that tuning 
was only to get as much horse 
power from an engine as possible. 
Now I have learned how to adjust 
and tune my car to make the engine 
run smoothly, with better 
performance and probably lower 
fuel consumption as well. 

Interested in additional information  

To find out more about Jouke Bloem 
and his MGC visit:  

www.mgcars.eu 

To find out more about Freddy Cane 
tuning have a look at: (Dutch) 

www.freddycane.com 

To find more photos and even a small 
movie of this evening have a look at: 

http://picasaweb.google.nl/regionoord 

Up dates www.car-brochures.eu 

Also have a look at my web page. 
Many old car advertisements have been 
up dated as well as many brochures. 
Now you are able to be a member of 
www.car-brochures.eu  as well. Please 
register as member and receive all up 
dates made each month.  

Till now over 100 members are 
registered at www.car-brochures.eu 
Please feel free to join as well. Being a 
member is free of charge.   

Kind Regards, 
 

 �
�����!�����
 
Please check out my website: 
www.car-brochures.eu 
 
I hope you enjoy my column. If you 
have suggestions or questions: feel free 
to contact me by e-mail: 
h.egges@hetnet.nl 

 

 
 


