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This Month’s Events 
 

Apr 24. Next Club 
Meeting, Wise Guys, 

Statesville, NC 

 
“The Gathering" 

sponsored by TCOC 
(Triumph Club of the 
Carolinas) at Shelton 

Vineyards on Saturday, 
April 21 st 

see president’s message for 
information  

 

             

 

   
Goodbye-Hello MG 

 
from: Collectible  Automobile by: Graham Robson 
 
"A Healey Rebirth in the Works" 
If all goes well, the Healey brand will be 
reborn in 2007, exactly four decades after the 
original "big Healeys" were retired.  With the 
approval of Healey Automobile Consultants, 
the family-owned business that controls the 
Healey trademark, British businessman Tim 
Fenna is working on a new two-seater sports 
coupe, which he promises to launch this 
calendar year. 
 
Although details were still sparse at this 
writing, Fenna has already confirmed that the 
new car will be front-engine/rear-drive, that a 
convertible version is planned to follow the 
coupe, and that a straight-six engine will be 
used.   An analysis of modern European 
engines suggests that this will either be a 
BMW power plant or the new Volvo-
designed six now in use in Volvos, the latest 
Land Rover Freelander, and potentially- in 
still to come Jaguars. 
 
 
See new healey next page 

 

 
President's message 
 
Hello everyone! First, I would 
like to thanks Gary and Ross 
Colborne for the very 
informative and interesting 
program on tires. We 
appreciate Ross sharing his 
experiences with us, and Ross, 
we hope you finally were able 
to get some sleep. Thanks 
again!!!! 
 
Well, we've had a great Spring, 
so far! Various club members 
have been attending different 
events, and all have been 
having a great time! For 
instance, those who were able 
to join us on the "Running of 
the Backroads" - Bob and 
Denice Thompson in their red, 
white and blue Mini, Rick and 
Sharon Ervin in their Sunny 
TR6, Bob and Lucy Ravich in 
their red MGA and Tyrone and 
I in our pimento TR3 - spent 
quite the enjoyable day 
together! Even the weather was 
perfect!    We started out, after 
a satisfying breakfast at 
Cracker Barrel (Jim Brown 
joined us for the meal), by 
leisurely meandering down 
some lovely country roads, 
enjoying the first blooms of 
Spring in the rural landscape.    
We then progressed on to the 
curvy thrills of Brushy  
 
See President’s message next page 



MG Electrical Systems: A 
Book Review 

A brand-new book called “MGB 
Electrical Systems” has just 
been published, offering MGB 
owners easy-to-understand 
answers to their many questions 
about Lucas electrics and 
wiring. 

The book is written by Rick 
Astley, a British electrical 
engineer and MGB owner now 
working as the automotive 
applications manager for a 
Silicon Valley company. (Rick 
notes in the foreword that he 
lives with his wife, Anne, a 
1970 MGB roadster and a 1970 
MGB-GT V8 conversion, all of 
whom were raised in Abingdon, 
England.) 

The book began as an excellent 
website Rick created which had 
great diagrams and simple 
explanations about MGB wiring 
and components. It was a site 
that I printed diagrams from and 
referred to of-ten. Along with 
many other fans, I was 
dismayed when Rick took the 
website “off line” as he prepared 
to put it all in book form. 
(Fortunately, Rick was still 
receptive to answer questions by 
email, and he helped me sort out 
a couple of problems that way.) 

Now, all of Rick’s website 
material and more has been 
transformed into a 192-page 
book, which includes 204 color 
photos and 120 easy-to-
understand diagrams which will 
spark your ability to under-stand 
the electrical mysteries of the 
MGB. 

The subtitle of the book is “Your 
colour illustrated guide to 
understanding, repairing and  

(See MGB Electrical Systems next page) 

 

New healey continued   

Subject to the usual financial 
considerations, the new car is to be built in 
a factory close to Cardiff, in South 
Wales. Fenna expects it to be priced at 
Porsche Boxter price levels, and that fewer 
than 500 cars might be built in the first full 
year. No decision has yet been taken about 
the new car’s name. 

Because of its projected high price, the 
"new" Healey can't be an exact successor to 
the classic 1953-67 models, but the spirit of 
the old car should be preserved. 
(submitted by Tyrone Stoner)  
 

 

 

MGB Electrical Systems’ by Rick Astley 
Veloce Publishing Ltd.  Dorset, England 

 

         

President’s message  

Mountain Road. To those of 
you have never experienced 
this stretch of pavement, it is a 
Must for a top-down day!     
(Incidentally, this is Bob 
Thompson's stompin-ground! )    
Bob led the way for this leg of 
the journey, as he would have 
suffered extreme frustration if 
he had been forced to stay 
behind with the pack! Tyrone 
and I tried to keep up with him 
and Denice, but finally had to 
settle for simply meeting them 
at the top. This was Bob and 
Lucy's  "Virgin Run" on the 
B.M.R., and I'm not for sure if 
we'll be able to coax them onto 
it again! (But we will try!)    
After leaving Brushy Mountain 
behind, we all decided to head 
over to a unique farm and 
garden center that Denice had 
heard about, and of course, 
traveling more scenic roads 
along the way.    It was a super 
place for bird lovers! (I bought 
two new bird feeders, myself)    
Once we had made our 
purchases, we started getting 
that hungry feeling again, and 
Rick knew just the place!    So, 
now with Rick and Sharon at 
the helm, we headed for 
Scotty's restaurant in 
Taylorsville, for our second 
enjoyable meal together, where 
we did some “spouse 
swapping" at the table, just for 
fun! (You had to be there).    
Then, after a final chat in the 
parking lot, we all headed 
home, tired and happy.    
Thanks again to everyone who 
attended, for making it a great 
day! 
 
(See President’s message next page) 
 
 



(MGB Electrical Systems)  

improving the MGB’s electrical 
systems and components.” That 
about sums it up, because you 
couldn’t ask for a more 
complete and easy to follow 
manual. The book starts out 
with important chapters on 
safety, tools and connectors, 
basic electrical theory, 
emergency repairs, and an 
explanation of sneak currents. 
(You knew your MG was 
sneaky this way, didn’t you?) 

Then there are chapters on wire 
harnesses — including full 
descriptions of all the color 
codes — fusing and fuses, and 
the battery. 

The bulk of the book consists 
of separate chapters for each 
system: charging system, 
starting system, ignition 
system, lighting, instru-
mentation, overdrive and 
gearbox, wipers and washers, 
fuel pump, horn, and cooling 
and heating fans. Also sections 
on relays and diodes. 

(Cont’d column 2 this page) 

May 5. Elkin “Moonshine 
Rally” 
May ?. Triangle British Car 
Show 
May 19-20. Wolf Mtn Hill 
Climb 
May 29*. Club Meeting, Wise 
Guys, Statesville, NC.  
June ? British Car Day (car 
show) 
June 8-10. Gold Cup Races at 
VIR. 
June 16*. Winery Tour Hosted 
by Jim & Nancy Causey. 
June 26.* Club Meeting, Wise 
Guys, Statesville, NC 
June 30. Great American Race. 
Concord, NC (contact Jim or 
Sara Brown) 

 

This is a terrific reference for any MGB 
owner. For rookies like me, it provides a 
simple primer to how electrical things 
work, using mechanical analogies. For 
experienced mechanics, it provides a 
reliable source of wiring and instrument 
diagrams that help solve stubborn electrical 
problems. 

In short (no pun intended), I’m positive 
(OK, maybe I did intend that pun) that this 
is a book that belongs on every serious 
MGB owner’s shelf. The cover price from 
the publisher ($54.95, www.veloce.co.uk) 
is a little steep, but you can get this book 
for less. Little British Car Co. is the first 
American distributor of the book, thanks to 
owner Jeff Zorn’s contributions to the 
book and his friend-ship with Rick. 
$49.95, www.lbcarco.com. This book is 
now available through Amazon. 
www.amazon.com. 

A link to open a PDF sample of the book is 
http://tinyurl.com/ypptck 

Reprinted by permission of the St Louis Club 

                    £                

             

(President’s message)  

Hopefully this is just a first in a 
full season of "fun runs” with 
our cars! The next event is 
“The Gathering" sponsored by 
TCOC (Triumph Club of the 
Carolinas) at Shelton Vineyards 
on Saturday, April 21st.    It is a 
very pleasant drive, and the 
Shelton Vineyards is a beautiful 
location for the show itself. It 
also boasts a lovely gift shop, 
and more importantly, a great 
place to eat! And, of course, 
there's always the option of 
their winery tour! We will meet 
in the Wise Guys parking lot to 
caravan over, at 8:30 am on 
Saturday, April 21st. Mark your 
calendars and see you there! 
 Esther   
                   £  
 
Are you missing a 710? 
 
Yesterday I was having some 
work done at the car dealer.  
 
A blonde woman came in and 
asked for a seven-hundred-ten. 
They all looked at each other, 
and the Mechanic asked, "What 
is a seven-hundred-ten?" 
She replied, "You know, the 
little piece in the middle of the 
engine. I lost it and need a new 
one. It had always been there."  
  
The mechanic gave the woman 
a piece of paper and a pen and 
asked her to draw what the 
piece looked like. She drew a 
circle and in the middle of it 
wrote 710. He then took her 
over to another car which had 
the hood up and asked, "Is there 
a 710 on this car?" She pointed 
and said, "Of course, it's right 
there."   
   
Check the next for page to learn 
the identity of the mysterious 
710.  
 



July 21.* PBMC Annual  
Picnic. Hosted by Rick 
Dynesius 
July 17-21. VTR Vintage 
Triumph Register National 
Convention (see VTR.org and 
VTR2007.com). Valley Forge, 
PA. TR3 is the featured marque. 
Club contact is David Graham. 
July 31.* Club Meeting, Wise 
Guys, Statesville, NC 
Aug 28.* Club Meeting, Wise 
Guys, Statesville, NC 
Sept 13-16. Fall Auto Show. 
Lowes Motor Speedway. 
Charlotte, NC 
Sept 21-23. “Concours de 
Graylyn” Winston-Salem, NC 
(see concoursdegraylyn.com). 
Club contact is David Graham 
Sept 25.* Club Meeting, Wise 
Guys, Statesville, NC 
Sept 29.* Abington VA 
Weekend. Hosted by Bob & 
Denice Thompson 
Oct 19-21. Eurofest Car Show. 
Sponsored by BMW 
Oct 27.* Halloween Fox & 
Hound Rally (hosted by Gary & 
Sue Colborne) 
Oct 30.* Club Meeting, Wise 
Guys, Statesville, NC 
Nov 30. Brits & Battleships. 
Wilmington, NC�
November: No Meeting 
Dec 10. Christmas Party @ 
Lineburgers 
Dec 15.* Christmas Your. 
(Hosted by Sue & Gary 
Colborne) 
* Denotes club sponsored 
events 

      

            

 

 

Tools For Electrical Testing & Repair 
by Clifton Gordon 

 This article is about using some of the 
tools needed for electrical work. The tools 
will be explained in detail where necessary 
and how they are used in automotive 
applications.  

Before going into the use of tools I want to 
mention some materials that will be needed 
for repairs. Every British car owner usually 
has some spare fuses and bulbs but if you 
are going to repair electrical problems some 
additional parts and supplies are necessary. 
I have a photo of some very basic items to 
have on hand. Included is some spare wire 
of different colors. Some spare spade 
terminals and bullets are useful. Also bullet 
connectors. I have some Posi Loc terminal 
connectors that are reusable and require no 
tools. I found them at Tractor Supply, but 
the last time I checked they didn’t have 
them, great items if you can find them. 
Other useful items are heat shrinkable 
tubing, wire wrap tape and terminal 
protectors.  

For basic tools you need some test leads 
with clips on each end. They are handy for 
connecting wires together for testing. They 
can also be use to jump relays or switches 
to determine if the parts are defective. A 
soldering iron and some solder is needed to 
make wiring repairs and replace bad bullets 
and terminals. I use a dual range iron to 
provide enough heat to solder heavy 
wiring. I use a GB GS 88 terminal crimping 
tool that will fit a variety of terminals. 
Lowe’s or Home Depot should have them. I 
also use a GB GS 70 wire stripper and 
cutter. I have also included a timing light in 
the photo, it’s a great tool to use when 
testing for spark to the plugs. Clip the 
pickup around a plug wire with the engine 
cranking and if it flashes you have spark.    

For checking voltage a basic circuit tester 
with a probe and a light is good to check  

(Continued 3d column) 

Is it ���  or oil? 

       

                

for a voltage to lights and other 
electric parts. It will tell you if 
a voltage is present  but it will 
not tell you how many volts 
you have, it’s easy to use. For 
difficult testing or checking a 
multi-meter is needed. A multi-
meter can check voltage, 
current (amps) and resistance 
(ohms) . It may have a digital 
dial or in some cases a needle 
dial (analog). Either type can be 
used with good results. The 
photo of my meter shows two 
rotary dials. The top dial is a 
range dial to select the range of 
the function you wish to check. 
Example if you are checking a 
12 volt circuit the set voltage to 
the lowest setting above 12 
volts . The bottom dial is a 
function dial. It selects volts, 
amps or ohms. Example if 
checking a 12 volt circuit you 
would select DC volts. At the 
bottom there are 3 jacks, on the 
right is the + plug, the red test 
lead is plugged into it. The 
center plug is the common or 
ground. For systems with a 
positive ground the leads are 
reversed. The left plug is for 
measuring current, up to 10 
amps. To check voltage the 
power for the circuit being 
checked must be turned on. The 
red lead is connected to the 
voltage you wish to check, the  

(continued next page, 1st column, see CG) 

 



 

History of Car Logos  

Text taken from CAR magazine, 
July 1999. Written by Martin 
Buckley. 

 

The letters at the top are the 
intials of Lotus' founder, 
Anthony Colin Bruce 
Chapman. It is unknown why 
he chose the name 'Lotus' for 
his company. The green 
background is British Racing 
Green, the color of their cars 
in the day. The yellow 
background symbolizes the 
sunny days Mr. Chapman 
hoped lay ahead for his 
company. 

 
(CG) 
 

brown wires on the fuse box for 
example, the black lead is 
connected to a good ground. If 
you have a positive ground 
system it’s reversed. To check 
resistance the power to the 
circuit must be turned off and its 
usually best to disconnect the 
item being tested to prevent 
interaction from other 
components. To check coil 
resistance for an example 
remove the positive and 
negative coil terminals. In the 
photo I have connected the 
meter to a Bosch coil. Note it 
has 2.9 ohms of resistance. I 

           

April Member Profile: 
Clifton Gordon 

 

selected K ohms on the function and the 
lowest range on the range switch. The 2.9 
ohms is about right for this coil, it’s 
comparable to a Lucas sport coil and does 
not require a ballast resistor. To measure 
current (amps) the circuit must be 
disconnected or opened, the meter is placed 
in series, the red lead would be connected 
to the wire from the power source and the 
black common lead is connected to the wire 
going to the light or other part that is being 
checked for current flow. Your meter may 
have only one rotary dial for setting the 
desired function/range. You will find that 
voltage and resistance are most frequently 
used functions.  

We have covered some of the basic tools 
and equipment for electrical repair and 
testing. There are other useful tools and 
equipment for electrical work but the items 
described in this article are adequate for 
about 95% of the electrical repairs the 
average British car will need. Not 
mentioned here but it should be obvious 
you will also need a repair manual and a 
wiring diagram for your specific vehicle 
when you attempt to repair an electrical 
problem. Safety Fast. 

                        £ 

 

       

 

 

 

 

The Senior Driver 
As a senior citizen was driving 

down the freeway, his car 
phone rang. Answering, he 

heard his wife's voice urgently 
warning him, "Herman, I just 

heard on the news that there's a 
car going the wrong way on 

280. Please be careful!" 
"Hell," said Herman, "It's not 
just one car. It's hundreds of 

them!" 

 

 



 
   
Members enjoy monthly meetings of the club at 
Wise Guys in Statesville, NC     
   

 
 
Ross Colborne, from Connecticut, visiting his brother, 
Gary,  makes a presentation on Tire safety 
 

 
  

    
 

             

    

 
 

 

  

    

   

 
One of the pleasures of joining 
clubs is meeting nice people 
who enjoy similar things and are 
not shy about sharing 
information and resources. I 
have to emphasize here the 
word “nice,” because one of the 
nicest people I’ve met in a long 
time sits quietly during club 
meetings but he is a stalwart 
member whose contributions 
many of us often take for 
granted. 

I’m speaking, of course, about 
Clifton Gordon. As a new 
member and now the club’s 
newsletter editor I have had 
several opportunities to talk 
with Clifton. Each time I’ve 
found him a kind and generous 
person, always ready to offer  
good tips that help keep our cars 
running. I have come to depend 
upon him to provide a local  

(Continued next column) 

technical perspective that anchors the 
monthly newsletter. Cliff’s tech articles 
clearly legitimize the club’s newsletter and 
make it unique to our club.    

Cliff was born in Richburg, Mississippi 
(near Hattiesburg), April 7, 1929 in 
Richburg, Mississippi, the first of five 
children.  Like many men of that time, life 
was difficult and finding a job just about 
impossible. So, he did what many others in 
the South did, he joined the US Army On 
August 3, 1948 when he was about 19 
years old to learn a career. After basic 
training at Ft. Jackson, SC he was sent to 
Ft. Belvoir, VA for refrigeration and air 
conditioning school. 
  
After completing the air conditioning 
school Cliff was assigned to the Tokyo 
Ordnance Depot in Tokyo, Japan. It was 
there that he first encountered a little 
British car while catching a ride back from 
the dental clinic in an MGTC. “The ride  
wasn't very exciting due to the 20 mph 
speed limits in Tokyo during the  
 
(Continued next column) 

occupation era.” He says he 
owned 2 interesting cars, a 
1940 Packard 110 Convertible 
and a 1947 Pontiac with a 
straight 8 cylinder engine. 
 
Back in the States at Ft. Lee, 
VA, Cliff was told there were 
no air conditioning billets so he 
changed his Army MOS to auto 
mechanics. He recalls, “I 
agreed to the change, OK, I had 
no choice, I was a Staff Sgt at 
that time.” Cliff became a gas 
an engine maintenance 
instructor for the Quartermaster 
School and was later promoted 
the Sgt First Class while at Ft. 
Lee. By this time he had 
already re-enlisted two times so 
“I guess the Army was my 
career choice.” Cliff remembers 
seeing some British cars on 
base but none of them really 
excited him 

(Continued next page, Cliff) 



(Cliff) 
 

“We had one instructor that worked 
on an MG TC and I remember him 
saying MG means ‘money gone.’” 
 
In mid 1955 Cliff was accepted into 
the Army’s Nike surface to air 
missile radar repair course at Ft. 
Bliss, TX. Because of the Cold War 
hostilities of that era, Nike missile 
bases were positioned around major 
cities and critical military bases in 
the US. After completing the one 
year course he became an 
instructor. While in El Paso he rode 
in some small cars and took a test 
drive in a Goliath Hansa, made in 
Germany. “It was a front wheel 
drive car with a pancake 4 engine 
and torsion bar suspension. I 
believe Subaru copied their car 
as was common for the Japanese 
industry. The Goliath was 
interesting and drove well but it 
was ugly. I liked my 56 Chevy 
better at that time. “ 
 

            
 
Cliff applied for appointment as a 
Warrant Officer in 1957, 
was accepted and as a WO1 in Feb 
1958 soon after assigned duty to a 
missile site.  As a Warrant Officer, 
he was henceforth addressed as 
“Mister” Gordon. For you non-
military types, Warrant Officers are 
a special breed in the military. 
Warrant Officers are specialist 
professionals whose expertise and 
authority demand formal 
recognition from the Army. Army 
Warrant Officers … “are adaptive 
technical experts, combat leaders, 
 

 
trainers, and advisors. Through 
progressive levels of expertise in 
assignments, training, and 
education, the WO administers, 
manages, maintains, operates, and 
integrates Army systems and 
equipment across the full spectrum 
of Army operations. Warrant 
Officers are innovative integrators 
of emerging technologies, dynamic 
teachers, confident war-fighters, 
and developers of specialized teams 
of soldiers.” Mr. Gordon rose to the 
top of that class for the time, 
eventually retiring as a CW-4 after 
many years of military service to 
his country. 
 
It’s hard for many of us to realize it 
now, but back in the 1950s the 
nation was prepared for nuclear 
war. So Cliff found himself in 
Chicago of all places working as a 
Fire Control Maintenance officer 
on one the 24 Nike Herc missile 
sites strategically ringing the 
Windy City. “We arrived in 
Chicago on a cold day and I 
worked on a Nike site on Montrose 
Beach on Lake Michigan. They had 
a new Nike Hercules system there 
and my first assignment was to help 
get the system operational for alert 
duty. The Hercules system had a 
nuclear weapon and surface to 
surface capability. In Chicago there 
was a strong foreign car presence in 
the late 50's and early 60's. In 1958 
I bought a Vauxhall Victor; it 
looked like a small Pontiac. 
 

 

 
I started reading all the small car 
magazines and looked for autocross 
or other activity in the rare spare 
time I had. I tried to go to Elkart 
Lake to see the annual Road 
America 500 race in September 
each year. In 1964 I bought a 
Sunbeam Alpine  
GT and enjoyed driving it.  

     
 
Cliff’s next move was to Alaska. 
Oops!!! A small lapse here…. 
Along the way Cliff had managed 
marriage. “While in Japan I met my 
wife in 1951. Her name was 
Teruko Kawakami. We were 
married on Feb. 5 1952. In April 
1952 we were transferred to Ft. 
Lee, VA. In 1955 Teruko became a 
US citizen and her name was 
changed to Terry. Our 
daughter Cynthia was born at Ft. 
Lee in Oct 1952. In 1965 I was 
transferred to Alaska and had to let 
the Sunbeam go. We drove to 
Alaska in a VW beetle with a teen 
daughter, making side trips to 
Yellowstone park an national parks 
in western Canada before driving 
the 1100 mile gravel Alaska 
highway. We stayed in Alaska 3 
years. In Feb. 1968 our son Richard 
was born at the Elmendorf AFB 
hospital” We have 2 grandchildren 
from our son, Collin was born in 
2000 and Lilly was born in 2005.  
Our daughter lives in Port 
Townsend, WA and our son lives 
in Montrose, CO.  
 
(Continued next page, Cliff) 
 

 
 

   



(Cliff) 

In June 68 the Gordons left Alaska 
for duty at a Nike missile base in 
the Detroit area. We drove a Volvo 
122s from Alaska to 
Michigan. Cliff was promoted to 
CWO W4 while in Michigan. By 
1971 the missile sites were closing 
and he was sent to an Army liaison 
to Western Electric in Winston-
Salem, NC for an Anti Ballistic 
Missile (ABM) defense system that 
was being planned. “We liked 
North Carolina but the job lasted 
only a year due to an agreement 
between the US and Russia 
on ABM systems.”  
 
The US and the Soviet Union 
finally negotiated an anti-ABM 
treaty, the army project was 
canceled, and Cliff was sent back 
to Ft Bliss, Texas as an instructor at 
a special one year school to help 
train warrant officers for staff level 
positions. “When the course ended 
I expected orders to Germany or 
Korea. I was lucky and they sent 
me ta Alaska for another tour. We 
stayed in Alaska two years to 1975. 
I retired from the Army on May 1, 
1975 with 27 years of service.”  
 
The Gordons returned to North 
Carolina to make their home there. 
“I spent some time as a real estate 
agent and took a 2 year course in 
real estate management at Guilford 
Tech in 1977-78. In 1979 I went to 
a one year auto mechanics course at 
Randolph Tech.  Around 1981 our 
son became interested in 
motorcycle moto-cross racing. We 
got a bike and went racing for 
several years. Two years later we 
started go kart racing and about the 
same time I started helping a friend 
work on his race car. I also started 
doing some old car buying and 
selling. I usually bought foreign  

 

 
cars and owned about 10 different 
Triumph's during the next few 
years. Many of the cars needed 
repairs and that was my main 
interest. Work on them until they 
run Ok and sell them. I had 3 TR-
6, 3 TR 250, 3 Spitfires and a TR-
4. I owned about 30 other cars 
during this time including a MGB, 
2 Fiats, 2 Alfa Romeo's, A Porsche 
(914) and a BMW (2002). Around 
1990 our son left home to get 
additional education and the racing 
died out except for my friend’s 
racing. We continued racing until 
around ‘92 when we were both 
drawing Social Security checks. 
We won the last race we entered. 
The track had a claim rule so we 
had to sell the car, we retired from 
racing.  
  
After racing Cliff started buying 
and selling photographic 
equipment. “Photography was one  
of my hobbies for many years. I 
would spend a lot of time looking 
for equipment to sell during week  
days and went to camera shows to 
sell equipment during week ends.”  
  
Once in 1996 his son called and 
said he had bought a Jensen 
Interceptor with problems and 
needed some help. He agreed to 
drive over to Greenville where his 
son was studying at ECU to see 
what could be done… “some of us 
never learn. I worked on the Jensen 
for several months and we got it 
running pretty good after an engine 
and transmission rebuild.”  
His son also bought two MG 
Midgets, one restorable and the 
other for parts. Cliff continued to 
help him out but when his wife's 
career forced a move, Cliff ended 
up with a basement full of MG 
Midget parts.  
 

 
In January 1998 Cliff bought the 
‘74 MGB he now owns. “It 
required several months of work 
and lots of lunch money to get it in 
good running condition.” 
 
In 1997 Cliff joined the Triumph 
Club of the Carolinas expecting to 
buy another Triumph. Even though 
that didn't work out, he wrote lots 
of articles for their newsletter. “It 
was a challenge, trying to write a 
useful article and not mention MGs 
in the article.” 
  
Around the year 2000 or 2001 we 
decided to join the Piedmont 
British Motor club. We like the 
club members and have enjoyed 
our association with them. I have 
been a member of the NC MG Car 
Club in Raleigh since around 1998. 
Cliff frequently writes articles for 
their newsletter but does not attend 
their meetings very often.  
  
I always ask members what they 
would like from the Piedmont 
British Motor Club. Cliff responds: 
“our distance from Asheboro (to 
Statesville) makes attending a 
driving event a little more difficult. 
It means another 150 miles of 
driving; if we were younger it 
would be less a problem. That said 
we like driving events and short 
tours. I enjoy TST rallies but Terry 
hates them because the instruction 
detail causes problems at times. I 
also like tech sessions where 
something is repaired or done to a 
car. Our club doesn't often have a 
tech session and we don't very 
often have newsletter articles 
submitted by member who attend 
events.” 
  
(Continued next page, Cliff) 



(Cliff) 

“A fact we have to consider is 
Terry had her 80th birthday last 
Saturday and I will be 78 on 
April 7 so our driving days are 
limited. How many more years will 
I find it fun to take a drive in an old 
car? I don't 
know as I haven't yet reached that 
point.”  
  
These days Cliff and Terry are 
strong supporters of the club 
meetings. Cliff writes tech articles 
the club’s newsletter. He and Terry 
also spend their time traveling, 
taking care of the house and the 
yard. Terry enjoys oil painting as a 
hobby. 
  
Our Club seems to have an 
interesting mix of people and 
personalities. It’s good we can 
indulge them all for each brings a 
unique perspective to the Club as 
well as our continued enjoyment of 
the Little British Car hobby. Cliff 
and Terry are great friends to have 
at the table during the club 
meetings and Cliff’s technical 
articles add so much to the 
education of members trying to 
keep their cars on the road.  
 

                         

                  
                                         

              

          
  

            
 
The Statements Car Owners are Really Making:  
Jaguar XJ6 - I am so rich I will pay 60K for a car that is in the shop 280 days per year 
MGB - I am dating a mechanic. 
Rolls Royce Silver Shadow - I think Pat Buchanan is a tad bit too liberal. 



            
 
You know you've owned a Jaguar too long when...........  
The following came from a local Jaguar Newsletter submitted by George Cohn  

·  You always park downhill.  
·  The guy at the parts house is listed as a dependent on your income tax form.  
·  You get in a car and are surprised when all of the instruments work.  
·  You tell your wife that you were out until 3AM because the car broke down........and she believes you.  
·  The family is no longer upset in having to share the dinner table with a bunch of SU parts.  
·  You don't trust anyone named Lucas.  
·  When your generator dies, you just pull another out of your Lucas pile of bits.  
·  You wash your hands BEFORE working in the engine compartment.  
·  You'd rather give the family pit bull a bath than tune your SU carburetors again.  
·  You allow four hours for a trip, 3 for repairs and 1 for driving.  
·  You can unstick a jammed starter in the dark, in the rain, in 5 minutes and don't think it's a big deal.  
·  There's no oil on the garage floor so you know the car's completely empty.  
·  Your car makes a funny sound and you immediately know what's wrong, how much it will cost, and 

what tools you will need to repair it.  

 

    
 

 

        

 

        

Don’t be shy… Support your Newsletter!!! 
We’re still looking for British car news, local events, 
pictures of your car, garage, workshop, etc to include 
in the Lugnut. 
Got a British car or parts to sell, advertise in the 
Lugnut 
Know of a local business that offers good deals, share 
the news here with your club.  
Got a British car project you want help with, let your 
club members know about it here. 
  

 


