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In Memoriam
James Wesley Truesdale February 14, 1934- March 31, 2008

Happy, laughing and cutting up | Miss You Already, Wes. . .

We lay to rest our good friend “Wes” yesterday. | oniglenda and | first met Wes and Dottie on a mountain
really got to know Wes since the 1990s when he andirive that took us to Jim and Sarah Brown's log cabin.

Dot joined us for one of our many car club trips. | ~ Wes drove his Tungsten Gray XJ-6, and I my red E-
instantly realized | had met a “special” person. Type roadster. We were the only two Jags there, and
“STORIES”, that is the first thing I'll always that started the conversation. Talking with Wes was

remember about “Mr. Wes.” He was in the Air Forcelike talking to an old friend that you hadn't seen in a
Medical Corps in the 1950s. The stories he would telbng time. The warmth, friendliness, and quick humor
And then there was the “famous” “cough medicine” made you not only like him instantly, but feel that he
that they would always have with them. In the earliewas someone that you really wanted to be with. Of
days they had a nice white rubber bumper B. Then, course, Dottie was the same way, and a perfect match.
one summer trip when a car in the group broke dowiVe spent more time with them than with anyone else
and they had to sit a while, Dottie said “enough is that we knew and thoroughly enjoyed the day.
enough. We need A/C.” Shortly after, the B was sold
and a beautiful XJ6L was purchased. Our second experience with Wes and Dot was a
mountain trip that Bob Thompson organized where we
| remember the trip to a winery in VA. Wes tried to stayed in a little motel with a river behind it and the
corner the market on a local wine, “Our dog Blue”. Smoky Mountain Railroad just on the other side of the
After all, the Jag had a big trunk. “Buy all you want river. We had a campfire out back by the river, and
we’ll carry it.” Then the trip to Mabry’s mill; Who but the night chill was beginning to set in. Wes said that
Wes would come out dragging 30lbs bag of grits to the felt a ‘cough’ coming on, and asked if anybody
Jaguar. Dot, who is a fantastic chief, sure had her wanted any ‘cough medicine’. When asked if he had
cut out for her finding new and different grits recipesenough, he said "Yeah! I've got a half gallon!" And
we all started coughing. The night went downhill
For those of you who did not know Wes, you missedi@m there. . .
rare chance in life. Dot, Wes, Karen, Clyde and to a
lesser extent | got our little club off the ground in  Our last trip with Wes and Dot was the 2003 trip to
1994. Wes's famous line “If you feed them they will Atlantic Beach and the Seahawk Motel. We both
come” worked. The rest is history. decided not to join the drive to Cedar Island, electing
instead to go back to Swansboro and look for some
Such good memories. Thanksgiving just before Wesnexpensive condos. We drove all around the area,
learned of his cancers in 2005, he and Dot invited and had lunch at a delightful restaurant where Wes and
Denice and me to join their whole family at Nags | had several adult beverages. After lunch, we looked
Head. We spent most of the week there. | have nevet some more property. One house under construction
felt more a part of a family than that week. Both of had an unfinished stairway to the second floor, with no
them are such good loving people. I'll always railing. | wanted to see what was upstairs, so up |
remember that Dottie was in pig heaven cooking forwent, with Wes right behind me. The ladies had better
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her family. She could not have been happier. And W&ense, and stayed on the ground. Wes got almost to
sitting on that tall bar stool watching the goings on. the top, realized how flimsy the stairs were and how

What a close loving family.

much beverage he had consumed, and decided to go
back down. Backwards, on his hands and feet!

Yes, Wes'’s body is gone and we won'’t be able to hear
his stories from his own mouth, but they will live in  When Wes and Dottie decided to ‘downsize' and move
our hearts forever. And do remember (I think of it at to a smaller home, Wes asked me if | knew anyone

least once a day)
“‘Don’t Grunt”

Taps

Day is done, gone the sun
Jfrom the lake, from the hill,
from the sky.

All is well, safely rest,
God is nigh.

Thanks and praise for our days
‘neath the sun,

‘neath the stars,

“neath the sky.

As we go, this we know,
God is nigh.

In Loving Memory
Mr. James Wesley “Wes” Truesdale

Date of Birth
February 14, 1934

Date of Death
March 31, 2008

Graveside Service
1:00 PM — Wednesday
April 2, 2008
U. S. National Cemetery

Officiating
Rev. Philip T. Tonnesen

Interment
U. S. National Cemetery
Statesville Boulevard Location
Salisbury, North Carolina

The Curta calculator
(Article Submitted by Jim Brown)

Just in time for the Spring and
Summer Rallies!

TheCurta was a small, hand-
cranked mechanicaklculator
introduced in 1948. It had an
extremely compact design, a
small cylinder that fit in the
palm of the hand. It could be
used to perform addition,
subtraction, multiplication,
division, and, with more
difficulty, square roots and

who would like to buy his XJ-6. | said, "Yes ME!"

And to make a long story short, he made me an offer |
couldn't refuse. Since then, we have been almost daily
e-mail buddies. His sense of humor was always there.
When | didn't hear from him for several days, | knew
that he was having a rough period. | would continue

to send him stuff anyway, knowing he would bounce
back again. This last time, it had been five days since

I had heard from him. Then | got the e-mail that he
had been taken in his sleep. | do miss you, my friend.

other operations. The Curta's
design is a descendant of
Gottfried Leibnizs Stepped
Reckonerand Thomas's
Arithmometey accumulating
values orcogs which are added
or complemented by stepped
drummechanism.

The inventor

The Curta was invented lgyurt
Herzstarkwhile he was a
prisoner in thé8uchenwald
concentration campg~ollowing

the end ofVWII he completed
and perfected the design. They
were made iniechtensteirby
Contina AG Mauren and widely
considered the best portable
calculators available, until they
were displaced by electronic
calculators in the 1970s.

Description and use

Numbers were entered using
slides (one slide per digit) on
the side of the device. The

(Continued page 3 column 1)



revolution counteandresult
counterappeared on the top. A
single turn of the crank would
add the input number to the
result counter, at any position,
and increment the revolution
counter accordingly. Pulling the
crank out slightly before turning
it would perform a subtraction
instead of an addition.
Multiplication, division, and
other functions required a series
of crank operations.

The Curta was affectionately
known as the "pepper grinder"
or "peppermill* due to its shape
and means of operation.

Curta Type | and Type Il

The Type | Curta had 8 digits of
slides, a 6-digit revolution
counter, and an 11-digit result
counter. According to the
advertising literature, it weighs
only 8 ounces. The larger Type
Il Curta, introduced in 1954,
had 11 digits of slides, an 8-
digit revolution counter, and a
15-digit result counter.

An estimated 140,000 Curta
calculators were made (80,000
Type | and 60,000 Type II). The

last Curta was produced in
November, 1970

Use in car rallies

The Curta was popular among
contestants igports car rallies
during the 1960s, 1970s and
into the 1980s. Even after the
introduction of the electronic
calculator for other purposes,
they were used in time-speed-
distance (TSD) rallies to aid in
computation of times to
checkpoints, distances off-
course, etc., since the early
electronic calculators did not
fare well with the bounces and
jolts of rally racing.
Contestants who used such
calculators were often called
"Curta-crankers" by those who
were limited to paper and
pencil, or who utilized
computers linked to the car's
wheels.

The Curta in print

The Curta is featured in the
novelPattern Recognitioy
William Gibson where one of

Curta mechanical
calculator shown
in the operational
position (left
hand). The crank
Is turned with the
right hand.

Curta Type |
calculator
showing view
from top

the minor characters has an
interest in them.

The Curta was also the subject
of an article byCliff Stoll in the
January 2004 edition of
Scientific American

(Taken from Wikipedia)
Danny,

| sent you the info on the curta
for inclusion in the newsletter.
As you can see from the list
they were used in car rallies
from the 50's up to the 70's.

| have never seen one in person
but am sure there are a lot
around in desk drawers and
closets.

If you are familiar with the
movie "Winning" with Paul
Newman and his wife, there is a
rally seen in the movie with
Paul driving a Mini. His wife is
co-pilot and you can see her
holding one of these curta
calculators.

A patrtially
disassembled
Curta calculator,
showing the digit
slides and the
stepped drum
behind them.

Curta Type |
calculator
showing view
from bottom.



Hello friends,

A previous colleague of mine
was watching my web site some
time ago. He came with a
comment which | have
investigated further. He asked if
the Triumph cars were so
unreliable that the engine
bonnet was open already in the
Triumph brochures. This was
something he noticed.

If you have a look at the
following pictures taken from
Triumph car sales brochures,
you might indeed wonder why
the engine bonnets are opened
so often. Is it because of
reliability of the cars, or are the
bonnets open just to have a look
at the fine art of British
motoring?

Would the answer not differ if
you ask a Triumph enthusiast or
someone who has nothing with
British cars? It is the
combination with the people
around the car watching the
engine, which makes it
doubtful.

Have a look at the lady in this
blue Triumph Spitfire MKS3.

She does not look so happy. Is it
because the car was unreliable,
or does she hate that people are
watching her stunning engine

all day instead?

Look at this Triumph Herald. It
looks as if this Triumph is not
willing to make a nice Sunday
afternoon ride, although the

family seems to be ready for it.

Is this man waiting for road
service?

What about the people looking
at this Stag V8 engine? Even
the French police are having a
critical look at it. For what
reason? Look at the man with
gray hair, who has even a
cigarette pointing to the
Triumph engine. | hope this
Triumph V8 has a vapor lock
device.

And then this picture. | wonder
what this lady is looking for?
May be she is only looking for
her clothes?

New Malaysian TD 2000
Since 2000 the TD2000 is
produced in Malaysia, a kit-car
or a serious nowadays
production sports car? It is up to
you to decide. Is this the return
of the MG TD, or is it just a kit
car like all other copies. For
sure it is the only car which has
a nice looking radiator shell like
the real thing. The nice design
of the original MG TD comes to
the front quite well on the
TD2000. The back lights are
ugly and could be more classic
in design. These do not fit the
elegant style of the car. More
info about the TD2000 can be
found on my webpage or on
www.td-2000.com

| hope you enjoy my column.
For suggestions and questions
please feel free to contact me.

“Greetings from Holland”
Hermann Egges
e-mail :h.egges@hetnet.nl

Internet :www.car-
brochures.nl




In 1956, the Suez Crisis caused
the folks at Austin to invite

Alec Issigonis (later Sir Alec) to
design a new car to combat
what they saw as looming fuel
rationing. When he had
finished, the engine was the
only part of the car that was not
completely new. The compact
four-seater famously mounted
the enlarged A30 engine
transversely, driving the front
wheels through a four-speed
box located in the sump.
Independent all-round
hydrolastic suspension used
ingenious rubber blocks in
compression.

The first prototypes ran in
October 1957 and the car was
launched in August 1959 with
several thousand being pre-built
for dealer stock. While the
Morris version was called the
Mini Minor, the Austin was
known as the Se7en, but the
name never caught on and soon
they were all known as Minis.
The top speed of the first 33-hp
models was 70 mph, and the
Mini's excellent handling soon
attracted tuning specialists.
With BMC's agreement, race
builder John Cooper produced
the first Mini Cooper in 1961.
The engine was 997 cc tuned to
produce 65 hp, and with twin
SU carbs, top speed rose to 85
mph. The Mini began its rally
co-driver's reclining seat that
are exact replicas of the

1964 Mini Cooper 1275S Works Rally

DJB 93B can be used in anger on modern historic events. It has
already been re-shelled, so another won't devalue it.

Stefan Lombard, Managing Editor

Paul DuchenekExecutive Editor

Sports Car Market Magazinenfyw.sportscarmarket.cgm

career in 1962. In 1963 the
Cooper S with 1,071 cc was
quickly followed by the 1,275
cc, which delivered 75 hp and
100 mph. From 1964 to 1967,
the Mini was almost unbeatable
and would have won the Monte
Carlo Rally three times in a
row, save for a last-minute rules
change. Production of the Mini
Cooper continued to 1967 and
44,859 were made. BMC built
the Mini Cooper S until 1971,
by which time 191,242 had
been made.

Although re-badged as a Morris
early in its life, this car was
originally an Austin Mini
Cooper 1275S. Chassis number
CA2S7662044 was built at
Longbridge, November 26,
1964, and sent to the MG Car
Company at Abingdon for rally
prep.

DJB 93B took part in the 1965
Swedish and Acropolis Rallies,
retiring with mechanical trouble
each time, and then finished
13th in class on the 1965
Alpine. With Rauno Aaltonen at
the wheel, DJB 93B won the
1965 RAC Rally in the U.K.,
then Tony Fall won the Scottish
Rally in 1966. DJB 93B was
retired after an accident in the
1966 Gulf London Rally and
not rediscovered until 1986.
Since then, it has been
successful in hill climbs and it
originals, current Willans
harnesses, a Works dash and

won the 2001 Midland Speed
Classic Championship.

The vendor tells us that as far as
is practical, DJB 93B has been
rebuilt to the original Abingdon
Competition specification. It
has a restored Mk | body shell,
uprated with a double-skinned
exhaust tunnel, floor under
driver's feet, and cross-member,
along with a strengthened
bulkhead steady-bar bracket,
steering rack mounts, and rear
shock mounts, all to Abingdon
spec. The restoration remains
dry suspension, which replaced
the hydrolastic form in period.
The engine produces 117 hp at
7,000 rpm and 107 ft-Ibs torque
at 5,000 rpm. It incorporates a
1275S thick-flange block bored
.020 over to 1,293 cc, Omega
dished pistons, Farndon cross-
drilled crank, fully machined
conrods, a Downton No. 2 cam,
and a 12G940 head fed by twin
SU H4s. The transmission uses
a 22G333 gearbox casing,
straight-cut close-ratios,
straight-cut drop gears, 4.3:1
final drive and Quaife Torsen-
type limited slip.

A list of the equipment includes
1964 glass windows, heated
screen and trims as used on the
1965 RAC, a driver's bucket
seat with tubular frame and a

(Continued page 6, column 1)



navigator's department that are
Abingdon-correct, five extra
Lucas lamps with quick-release
brackets, a swiveling roof light
with Aaltonen anti-glare scoop,
and six genuine magnesium
Minilites wheels with
Yokohama A008s. The roof,
body, engine, and transmission
paint colors are authentic.

The file accompanying the car
includes a registration
document acknowledging
"historic vehicle" status, signed
and dated Heritage Certificates
that are pre- and post-rebuild,
which confirm manufacturing,
registration, and competition
history, Abingdon build sheets,
and much more. The vendor
provided a collection of
magazines that featured DJB
93B.

The SCM Analysis

This car sold for $196,980 at
the Bonhams Race Retro
auction at Stoneleigh, U.K., on
March 24, 2007.

DJB 93B recorded the highest
price ever paid for an ex-Works
Mini in a public auction. The
car sold to a U.K. private
collector.

Is the car worth the money?
Historic rally folk do not judge
a rally car in the same way as a
road car. Provenance is
everything and these buyers will
pay a lot if this is right. The
guestion is whether or not the
restored DJB 93B has retained
enough of the race-winning car
to be a piece of history.

For a historic rally car to
maximize its value, it has to
retain as many period
components as possible,

including its chassis (or
monocoque). It has to have
achieved significant results in
period, and it has to have been
restored by a knowledgeable
specialist. DJB 93B scores on at
least two of these categories,
even if similarities to George
Washington's axe (three new
heads, five new handles) come
to mind.

Buyer must be happy with
provenance

DJB 93B was the only Mini

ever to win the RAC Rally and
has a unique place in history.
Although the changes made by
the original Works team and the
recent restorers may have been
considerable, the car has an
almost complete history and the
buyer must have been happy
with the provenance.

Industry insiders were reassured
because the seller was a former
co-driver to Hannu Mikkola and
others. Further, no one could
criticize the quality of the work
that went into the resurrection.
The level of accuracy in the
replacement bodyshell, engine,
transmission, suspension,
windows, seats, dashboard, and
suspension is reportedly hard to
fault.

Rally cars lead extremely hard
lives. In the technological
infancy of 1965, bodyshells
were less strong and rally cars
were re-shelled more frequently
than now. Works teams and
racing privateers often stripped
a damaged shell of everything
that could be re-used for the
next event. It was reasonably
common practice for Works

teams to swap a number plate
between several different cars
that were being used
simultaneously. As a result,
rally car collectors are generally
less obsessed with matching
numbers and originality.

There might be very little left of
the car that won the 1965 RAC
Rally, but even so, DJB 93B's
checkered past is typical.
Should anyone turn up what is
purported to be the original
1965 shell, competing claims to
the provenance are likely to be
offset by the more continuous
history of this car.

Restorers were rigorous about
accuracy

Another plus point for the buyer
is that DJB 93B can be used in
anger on modern historic events
with a clear conscience. It has
already been re-shelled out of
period so another replacement
bodyshell should not devalue it.
If the RAC Rally had been won
by other Works Minis during

the model's competitive career,
DJB 93B would have been an
also-ran. And if the vendor were
not so exacting about the
restoration, this car would be
just another resurrected Works
Mini. But the restorers were
rigorous and DJB 93B has been
beautifully rebuilt to period-
correct specifications. The
market has spoken as to its
value.

(The preceding was reprinted
with permission.)



This month’s Shop Tip

According to Wikipedia a bungee

cord is arelasticcord composed of

one or more elastic strands forming

a core, covered in a woven sheath

usually of nylon or cotton. More

recently, specializedungee

jumpingcords are made entirely of While bungee cords have an

elastic strands. They are known asincredible number of uses, storing

octopus, or "ockky", straps in them is a major pain for the _ )

Australia. organized shop. So, it was with ~ Yhat I have done is combine the
great releif that | recently found an@Pporpriate length and width of

Bungee cords were originally usedincredible way to store themto ~ PVC pipe with a coupling that has

in parachutingo absorb the shock keep my garage basement better 2 larger diameter to accommodate

of the opening of the canopy, in  organized and have them ready fofth€ number of bungee cords you

order to prevent damage to the  immediate use without hassle!  ~ Want to store. You end up with a
parachute. nice way to keep your bungee cords

untangled and ready for use. Try it!

Bungee cords are most often used
to secure objects without tying

knotsand toabsorb shocgksuch as Got a tip for the shop or the cars...
in bungee jumping. More share it with the club via the
commonly bungee cords are seen newsletter.

as a means to secure items in the

bed of a pick-up truck or on the £

roof-rack of a car. They also help

wrap a roll or bundle of material. It
seems the use of Bungee cords is
limited only by human imagination.

These days cheap bungee cords are
sold everywhere. With their metal
and plastic hooks on each end, they
are kept on hand at as a general
utility item by many people.

Upcoming events around North Carolina Wake Forest, NC. - Triangle British ClassidVay
17, 2008
12th Annual Triangle British Classic Car Show at
"The Factory" in Wake Forest, NC. Sponsored by the
North Carolina MG Car Club; Popular vote car show,
valve cover racing, live entertainment, raffle, regalia;
Open to all British cars. Last year there were 134 cars,
expecting 150+ this year. Great new venue with
something for the whole family. For more info
Contact: Gary Mills. Phone: 252-243-4757. Email:
glmmgb@yahoo.conWebsitewww.ncmgcc.org




This month’s CIiff Notes

| have written a catch all type
article with some bits of
information that may help
someone in the future.

Miscellaneous Maintenance,
Tool & Repair Data

Below you will see some data
that may be useful in the future.
Some of the data was learned
from tinkering around when |
didn’t want to watch TV or
waste time. | hope there is some
information you can use.

Gas tank fuel gauge sender.
Here are some resistance values
| measured on MGB gas tank
senders. 15.8 ohms with full
tank. 240 ohms with empty

tank. A spare sender measured
15.5 ohms full and 236 ohms
empty.

Speedi-sleeve part numbers
for MGB 5 main bearing
engines.Chicago Rawhide
numbers. Rear crank flange,
99347. Harmonic balancer seal
surface, 99156. | believe
National seal numbers are the
same. A Speedi-sleeve is used
to repair damaged or worn seal
areas on the rear of the
crankshaft and the front
balancer pulley.

Alternator pulley diameters. |
have seen three different size
pulleys for MGB Lucas
alternators. #1 2.875” #2 2.700”
#3 2.467". Moss alternator/
water pump belts | have
purchased were too short. The
last belt | used was a NAPA
Goodyear Match Maker

10AV0915 #13361. It was a
better fit than the Moss number.

Recently | have seen several
forum threads about bad MGB
water temperature senders
Once the true water temperature
has been verified accurate, |
have measured voltage and
resistance of a properly working
temperature gauge sender. The
voltage may be pulsating, but
the average reading was used
for the measurements listed.
These were on my 74 MGB.
Other car readings may be a
little different, but they should
show a similar pattern.
Resistance readings were taken
with the sensing wire terminal
disconnected from the sending
unit.

Cold engine 720 ohms 10V
Needle left of N 78 ohms 6.8 V
After 30 min. needle at N or just
above 72 ohms 6.4V

Engine off, several min. heat
soak, voltage not read. 65 ohms

Aftermarket fuel pumps. |
have successfully used a fuel
pump purchased from Advance.
It has 2-4 Ib. output PSI and is
not the square noisy pump
normally seen. It's an EB016S,
Advance part number PA
5773407. This information is
several years old but the
EB016S is still a good number.
The pump does not require a
regulator.

Front wheel bearings.The
MGB uses very common front
wheel bearings.The outer
bearing is Timken LM 11949.
The inner bearing is a Timken
LM67048.

These bearings are used in
about a zillion other cars and
should be available locally.

Core plugs in cylinder blocks

| have read about several MGB
owners having core plugs come
out after an engine rebuild. One
was done by a West Coast
engine builder with a great
reputation. Usually the plugs
that came out were not correctly
installed. A photo nearby shows
a core plug that was installed
many years ago, maybe at the
factory. Notice it has a heavy
dimple in it. If the dimple is too
deep the plug may fail. The
plugs are dish-shaped. If a
sealant is used it should not be
silicone because it's too
slippery. These plugs are 1 5/8”
in diameter. That's the same
size as a Chevy small block
engine and they are easy to find.
Cup type plugs should not be
used because the MGB block
core plug hole isn’'t deep
enough to allow full seating of
the cup. Some people have used
Dorman expandable plugs with
good results. If you lose one,
just hope itisn’tin the rear. If
you have pinging or detonation,
the resultant vibration can cause
the plugs to loosen.

Socket size for MGB rear

hubs and crankshaft pulley
retaining nut. MGB’s with

tube axles require a 1 5/16”
socket for removal of the hub to
axle retaining nut. The
crankshaft damper pulley also
uses the same size socket. Most
%" drive socket sets stop at 1
Y and don't offer a 1 5/16”
socket. They are available in a
¥," drive, but most home

(Continued Page 10, column 1)



mechanics don’t have %" drive
handles. Wire wheel cars don’t
have lots of clearance inside the
splined hub and some sockets
will not fit inside the hub. |

have an Armstrong ¥2” drive 1
5/16” socket | purchased from a
machine supply shop that is
1.736” O.D. It will work with
wire wheels. | also have a %2”
drive 1 5/16” Cornwell socket
that is 1.855” O.D. It may fit
most wire wheel hubs. If you
have wire wheels on a tube type
axle and go shopping for a 1
5/16” socket take a dial caliper
with you. I learned this the
expensive way. If you don’t
have wire wheels it's no
problem, if you never intend to
buy a WW car.

Torque wrenches.The most
common type torque wrenches
are the beam type and the
clicker type. The dial type
wrench is expensive and not
usually in the home mechanics’
tool box. The beam type wrench
is simple and very reliable. It
has a long handle with a pointer
over a scale. It reads 0 until the
handle is pulled. The pointer is
fixed and the handle and scale
will move as pull on the handle
is increased to provide torque
information. It isn’t as accurate
as the clicker, but is very
reliable and the only torque
wrench Sears will warranty for
life. You need to look straight at
the pointer and scale for best
accuracy. The click wrench has
a micrometer type dial that is
turned to the desired torque.
The wrench is pulled until it
clicks at the torque setting. It's
more accurate than the beam
type wrench. To maintain the
accuracy the wrench should
never be stored with a reading

in the dial. ALWAYS set it to

the minimum reading prior to
storage. Treat it carefully. Don’t
use it as a breaker bar and don't
throw or drop it. It will last

many years.

Screwdrivers. What could be
simpler than a screwdriver?
They are amazing tools since
we all use them for many jobs
they weren't designed to do. We
use them for chisels, pry bars,
hammers, mixing tools and
sometimes to actually remove
or install a screw. All cars use
cross head screws or Phillips.
Right? Wrong! Most, if not all,
British cars use Pozidriv
screws. A Phillips driver will
usually damage the screw heads
and may not loosen it. Posidriv
drivers aren’t always easy to
find without buying a cheap
Harbor Freight or some other

kit with about 100 other bits

you will never need. Bits can
been found in some small kits. |
went the expensive way and got
a #2 driver with handle from
Snap-on. | also got their 3/8”
drive #3 and #4 bits.

£

Reminder: The Piedmont
British Motor Club’s next
meeting will be Tuesday April
28" at Wise Guys in Statesvilld,
NC, 6:30 PM. Come join us!

Reminder

Remember to order your club
badge.

Contact Nancy Causey for
ordering information

Tech Tips from the Little
British Car Company
(LBCarC0O.com)

(reprinted from The eChatter
June 200y

Wing Welting Install Made
Easy! From Frank Nocera

Installing fender (wing) welt or
piping on your MGA in cold
weather can be difficult because
the piping will tend to retain the
bends developed from being
rolled up for shipping. If you
install it with those bends in it,
it may have a wavy appearance
on your car. Here's a recipe to
make that piping easier to work
with and will give your MGA a
great looking result. Mount your
wings to the body and leave
about an eighth of an inch gap
between the wing and the body.
Preheat your oven to "warm."
Cut enough piping for each
fender and cut out the slots for
the fender bolts using a half inch
hollow center punch. My MGA
1500 wing bolts were on 63/8
inch centers. The top of the
punch hole should be 1/4th inch
below the piping bead. Use
scissors to snip from the bottom
of the punch hole to the bottom

(Continued page 10, column 1)



of the piping so it will slip over
the bolt. Now comes the fun
part. Place piping in a large
Pyrex glass cake pan and warm
one wing's piping a MAXIMUM

of 10 minutes. It will come out
warm and pliable. Put it on a
clean, smooth surface (like a
length of 1 x 3 wood board) or a
flat, smooth floor, so it will cool
in a straight, flat shape. Two
people can then install one
warmed segment at a time,
starting at the cockpit and
working to the end of the wing.
One person tightens the fender
bolts and one adjusts the piping
as you go. Warm and install one
wing's piping at a time. This
procedure is quicker and easier
than the old method of using a
hair dryer to warm the piping.
Be sure to keep the oven on
Warm or its lowest setting and
don't heat the piping for more
than 10 minutes. The end result
will be a straight, smooth
appearance.

Paint Masking Tip From

Brian Muscat. This tech tip
involves a masking technique
when re-painting a section of
you car. Before taping the
masking paper to the car, fold
over about 4mm of the edge of
tape closest to the repair area
onto itself, (so that edge doesn't
stick to the surface). When you
actually spray the area to be
repaired, the overspray will get
underneath the fold and cause
paint to feather onto the original
paint. This makes it easier to
sand the new paint into the old.

Dzus Fasteners Removal
Made Easy From Steve
Vekasy. | was always annoyed
by the T-handle coach keys
used to turn the dzus fasteners

holding the bonnet down on my
59 TR3A. The tapered corners
of the coach keys constantly get
rounded over, making it a
struggle to get the bonnet open.
| solved the problem for good
by buying a 1/4" socket driver
at my local hardware store. It is
the kind that looks like a
screwdriver, but the business
end is a square lug with the
spring ball used for mounting a
1/4" drive socket. Take the
business end to your bench
grinder, grind the sides down
nice and parallel (yes, the spring
ball will wind up getting ground
off). Grind a little, test it, grind

a little, etc., till you get a tool
that fits snugly in the dzus
fastener. It opens the fasteners
easily and never gets rounded
off.

Don't Set Your Engine on the
Floor! From Rick Acosta.
Once the oil pan is torqued
down to the engine, be sure
NOT to set the engine on the
floor. The weight of the engine
(especially if the tranny is
bolted on) can squeeze the oll
pan gasket more than what the
bolt torque value does, causing
leaks. Always use an engine
stand, especially for engines
like V-6's and V-8's.

Fill your Steering Rack with
Oil From Wayne Hardy -
Here's one more that will be of
use to operators of older LBCs
(like my '58 MG Magnette) that
have the grease zurks on the
rack and pinion tube for adding
that all important 90 wt. oll,
(never grease) to the steering.
Your Quick Lube places don't
have the means to add oil
through their grease gun. At
Wal-Mart, or your favorite

outboard boat and motor shop,
you will find a little pump for
topping up or changing the oll

in the outboard motor lower
unit. The pump is made to
screw right into the usual 1
quart plastic BOTTLE of aill,

and it fits the bottle of 90wt.
rear axle oil perfectly, (yes this
is what MG recommends for the
steering). Then go to the auto
parts place and buy a discharge
end fitting with short solid tube
for a grease gun; the standard
end, not the needle fitting. The
discharge end of the pump can
be removed (it's made for an
outboard motor) and the grease
gun tube inserted in its place
with a very small hose clamp to
hold it in the pump's plastic
tubing. This will then allow you
to pump the correct oil from the
bottle into and through the
grease zurks on your rack and
pinion housing. The Wal-Mart
pump costs about $6.00 and the
grease gun end about $3.00.
The pump is also nice for
adding oil to the rear end if you
take off the grease gun end and
just pump it in. I've always had
trouble getting the bottle up &
inverted enough to get the oil in
the axle due to the gas tank on a
g

Polishing Your LBC From Ed
Eggleston — Since the beginning
of time the accepted polishing
for your car finish has been
cheese cloth. There is a better
was. Go to a fabric store and
purchase some flannel, cut it
into convenient size and polish
away. It is cheaper and won't
leave fine scratch marks in your
finish.

(Continued page 11, column 1)

10



Starter Seized?From Jeffrey
Popowsk. Sometimes if you put
too much load on your original
starter motor, the Pinion Gear
can seize up resulting in a
seemingly dead or blown out
part. If you're getting a current
drain during startup, but no
movement in the motor, check
your wiring for shorts & opens
and try putting the car in 4th
gear and rocking the vehicle
back and forth a few times until
you hear a loud ‘pop’. Try this
just before you tear apart your
car replacing all those old parts.

£

He’s smiling now but this is

what happens to a man when his

wife tells him to clean up before
coming in the house from the
garage. Thanks Bob for giving
us a head’s up!!!

The MG Nieuws from
Holland

Bobs car was also in one of the
articles in The MG Nieuws
from Holland this April.

The article of Bobs car was a
story about a man trading his
Bus for an MG. Due to the
change in road tax the bus
became to expensive in road
tax. The only way to drive
cheap, is buy a classic for which

you do not have to pay road tax
at all. This men however told in
the Story that his bus was
convenient, because he could
always take with him many big
stuff. So he traded much space
for a small MG Midget which
took his time to get used to.
However the editor of MG
Nieuws put in a photo of BOB’s
MG B GT, to let see that it is
still possible to use your MG as
a bus as well, to load big stuff.

So this is a contribution from
you to our MG Nieuws issue. |
hope BOB will like it. His car
filled with wood will be to the
attention to at least 5000 MG
enthusiasts.

| did not bother to enlarge this
but our Dutch friend ensured
our friend Bob’s MGB GT

will live on, if not in infamy,

in glorious memory. Before it
died, it served mankind as a
loyal beast of burden!
(Anyone wishing an read this
newsletter please contact me
for an enlarged copy. dj)

Hermann’'s MG TD was
prominently featured.

£

A mini British Invasion at
Mooresville Cruise-in.

The discussion at our January
meeting brought little interest
for our club doing a car show.
It has been suggested that we
could have a mini British
Invasion of the Mooresville
Cruise-in to showcase our
British cars and our club. |
have talked to the Cruise-in
Chairman and a special location
for us to be together has been
arranged. At our February
meeting, Saturday August 2 was
chosen from several available
dates. The Cruise-in runs from
4 to 8 pm for any vehicle 30
years or older (sorry-- no new
Minis). We can decide on a
time and place to meet as this
August 2 date grows closer.
Please contact Bill Cashion at
704-664-7073 or at
sjcashion@yahoo.corfiyou
have any questions.
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13th Amelia Island
Concours

The 13th edition of the Amelia
Island Concours was once again
a collection of high quality cars
worth making the trip to Florida
to see. This year was of special
interest to me as it was the first
year that there were classes
devoted to the MG marque.
There were two show classes
one pertaining to production
cars and the other for racecars.

The two MG racecars pictured
are very special to MG’s prewar
racing exploits. These two
MGs were part of a three-car
team prepared by the factory for
the Le Mans race in 1935.
What was most special was the
team’s three pairs of drivers
were all women. The team
became known as the “Dancing
Daughters.” All three cars
finished the race in positions of
24, 25 and 26.

The green MG was restored to
its 1935 race condition, where
as the #36 car has gone through
several transformations.

Shortly after its factory career
the car was sold to Miles Collier
who used it as transport,
occasional racecar and gave it
the nickname of Leonidis.
During a trip into New York in
1937, Leonidis was involved in
an accident with a NYC taxicab,
which severely damaged its
bodywork. The job of repairing
the car was given to friend and
ARCA club member John
Oliveau, who worked for
Grumman Aircraft. He created
the unique body that is still with
the car to this day.

In the early 1980s fifty years of
use had reduced Leonidis to a
pile of parts and the family
decided it was time for a major
restoration. Miles Collier Jr.
oversaw the restoration to
insure the authenticity of the
rebuild of his father’s car. In
1987 Leonidis made its first
public showing after its full
concours restoration. | had the
opportunity to see Leonidis in
the newly constructed Collier
museum in 1993. It was truly a
beautiful car.

The Collier museum has
developed a reputation over the
past twenty years for high
guality concours restorations of
its cars in the collection. In
recent years Mr. Collier has had
second thoughts on this practice
as the history and patina of
many of his racecars has been
destroyed through over
restoration. It was this thought
process that motivated another
restoration of Leonidis. After
much research it was decided to
return the car to its 1939 Le

Mans race configuration. With
the help of period photographs
and the reinstallation of old
parts such as the bulkhead that
were removed during the 1984
rebuild, Leonidis has returned
to its 1939 Le Mans race trim.

Personally | am in favor of the
movement to save survivor cars
or performing patina
restorations as they are now
called. Fortunately the vintage
motorcycle people have always
felt this way, as there are many
motorcycles to be seen in
collections in their original
condition.

SAVE $10.00 BEFORE JUNE
1st!!!

Club dues are $25.00 per yea

however, if paid before June 1

2008, they will cost yo@NLY

$15.00 Write your check for

$15.00 and mail it to: PMBC
663 Kenway Loop,
Mooresville, NC 28117 OR
give it to me at the Club
Meeting April 29 or May 27.
Nancy Causey.

We have a new member
Please welcome:

Gerald and Angela Brown
162 Melissa Drive

Mount Airy, NC 27030
336-429-4268 — home
gbrownfamily@adelphia.net
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Friendly businesses that
cater to our Little
British Cars.

Please check with them first
for your car’s needs.

Moss is moving
Goleta, CA, March 10, 2008

Moss Motors' East Coast
distribution facility for many
British Motor parts is moving.
Tim Baxter, Moss Online
Editor, reports that Moss is
opening a new east coast
distribution center. He says to,
“expect delays while they
move, then faster shipping to
east of the Mississippi once
they settle into their new digs.”

Established in 1988, Moss'
Dover, NJ warehouse no longer
has sufficient space to expand.
Taking into account distribution
patterns, cost of living and
lifestyle issues the decision has
been made to move distribution
to a new facility in Virginia.

The world's oldest and largest
supplier of British sports car
restoration and accessory
products is also a fast growing
supplier of modern accessories
for various Ford, Mazda and
BMW Mini models. Company
President, Glen Adams, says
"By moving to larger quarters,
we can better serve our east
coast customers, and expand
product lines. Product
availability will be dramatically
improved and overall delivery
times reduced. Relocating to
Virginia also helps our staff by
placing them in a more
affordable environment.”

The move will take place in the
second half of 2008.
Notification will be given
before New Jersey ceases
operations. However, orders
will continue to be processed
daily from California as usual.

This will mean slightly

increased delivery times for east
coast customers while the move
takes place, but availability will
improve, and delivery times
drop as the new facility comes
on line. Every effort will be
made to reduce or eliminate the
impact on delivery times.

Located south of Richmond,
VA, on 22 acres, the new
building offers 112,000 square
feet of combined office and
warehouse space. The site is
already prepared to allow for
approximately 100,000 square
feet of warehouse expansion. A
park like setting makes the new
location ideal for marque days
and other promotional activities.

(Submitted by Bob Thompson)

£

The Lugnut will try to feature
“the Gathering” at Shelton
Vineyards and the “Moonshine
Rally” in its next issue. Please
submit your experiences and
pictures.
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