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August 2007 ���������	���������	���������	���������	� ��� Statesville, NC  
 
 
Howdy Folks! 
     
Thanks to everyone who attended 
the July meeting, for making it so   
successful!   It's nice to see "our 
room" at Wise Guys completely   
full!   A special thanks to Bill 
Diamond and Rob for taking time 
to  attend our meeting and fill us in 
on the latest concerning Concours   
de Graylyn"( September 21st thru 
23rd ). It definitely sounds like   
an event worth attending! 
 
It was great to see Walt and Kay 
Curl back from Georgia!  
Welcome home, you two! 
 
Much appreciation to Bob Ravich 
for providing us with a club event   
for the month of August - a trip to 
"Race World USA", in Cornelius!   
Bob will be filling us in on 
the exact date and time, so be 
watching for it! 
 
Don't forget to make your 
reservations at the Alpine Motel 
(ph # 276-628-3178 - $59.00 per 
night under Bob Thompson's 
name). Also, if you wish to attend 
the play "Dracula" at the Barter 
Theatre on Saturday night, it would 
be a good idea to purchase those 
tickets  ahead of time too. 
(www.bartertheatre.com or 276-
628-3991). It promises to be a great 
weekend! 
 
See Esther, page 2, column 1 

 

 
        Dick & Beth in their Healey 
 
He Said… 
 
What a Wonderful Day in the 
Mountains! By Bob Wassen                                                
 
Since I retired last August, I've 
been trying to become more active 
in this club. I've been a member for 
many, many years, but working 
second shift prevented me from 
getting to club meetings and most 
of the other club activities. So, my 
wife, Glenda, and I don't know 
many of you. We have owned 
British cars since about 1985, when 
I bought my first Jaguar, a red E-
Type OTS.  I have many stories 
about the hot rod "E", but no time 
to relate them here.  The somewhat 
impractical "E" was sold four years 
ago to help pay for its replacement, 
a red Jag XK-R convertible.  We 
also own three Jag sedans, one of 
which we got from Wes and Dot 
Truesdale when they "downsized." 
Now that I've told you who we are, 
let me tell you about what you 
missed at the Picnic this year!   
 
(See wonderful Day page 2, column 2) 

 
She Said… 
 
Driving LBC and Meeting 
New Friends 
 
If the weather was to be an 
indicator, the annual car club picnic 
should be a great success. What a 
wonderfully cool and crisp morning 
it was for late July! I was looking 
forward to the trip, hoping to get to 
know some of the club members 
better as well as enjoy a nice drive 
in the mountains in the MGA and 
have a wonderful picnic. I wasn’t 
disappointed. 
  
Danny and I arrived at our 
designated meeting place at Lowe’s 
Foods on Highway 115 to find 
some members already there. 
Within minutes a church group 
gathering for their own outing 
began admiring the sports cars and 
asking questions. One of the great 
things about riding around in a 
British sports car is the comments 
and questions people have about 
the car. They are so interested in 
them, always with a smile on their 
face along with their comment or 
question.  
  
Right on time a six-car caravan 
from Statesville arrived. As a 
newcomer many of the faces were 
new to me, but all had smiles on  
 
(LBC Friends continued page 3, column 3)  
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(Esther)     
 
And the fun doesn't stop there!   
The first weekend in October - 5th   
and 6th, we have been invited by 
the Raleigh MG Club , via Clyde 
and   
Karen Hollar, to enjoy a weekend 
in the mountains!    Reservations   
can be made with the Best Western 
Eldreth Inn - 1-800-221-8802, 
under   
North Carolina MG Car Club.   If 
you would like to join the group   
simply for a day-trip on Saturday, 
call Clyde and Karen Hollar at   
704-873-8409. 
 
    Finally, don't forget - Gary and 
Sue Colborne's Halloween Rallye 
is   
just around the corner - so let's start 
"designing" those costumes! 
 
Have fun! 

�	���  
 
New Club Website is Online! 
 
I am hoping that by the time you 
are reading this our new club 
website will be available via the 
internet. The website can be 
reached at 
piedmontbritishmotorclub.com.  
 
At the website you will find the 
email addresses of the club’s 
officers, a listing of all the club 
events as well as other British 
car events around North Carolina 
and, of course, the current and 
past copies of the club’s 
newsletter, the Lugnut. It’s a 
work in progress but take a 
moment to visit the site and, as 
always, your feedback and 
comments are greatly 
appreciated. 
�  

(Wonderful Day) 
 
Glenda and I got up early Saturday 
morning, too excited to sleep! A 
cool front had come through during 
the night bringing showers and 
much cooler, dryer air. The day 
was dawning beautifully. I dumped 
some drinks in a cooler with ice, 
threw the chairs in the trunk of the 
"R", and put a change of underwear 
in an overnight bag in case we 
decided to spend the night in the 
high country. We forgot the 
cameras, radios, and dessert that we 
were supposed to take, but we were 
the first to arrive at Fred's parking 
lot. We were to meet others there 
for a caravan, and were soon joined 
by Jim and Nancy Causey, Dr. 
Thomas Templeton, and Jim and 
Sara Brown.  We all stood around 
waiting for the usually first to 
arrive Hollar family. They were a 
bit late, but we were quickly on our 
way to Wilkesboro to meet another 
bunch for the caravan.   
 
The Lowes parking lot in 
Wilkesboro was host to several 
groups of people. It was a bit 
congested for a while, but after 
brief greetings, we were nine 
colorful British cars and a mini-van 
in a caravan up the mountain! It 
was such a beautiful day that traffic 
was plentiful, and frequently 
invaded our ranks. Several stops 
were made to get everyone back 
together.  At one stop Clyde said 
that he thought a U-joint was 
coming out on the green car that his 
son was driving. He suggested that 
we go on and he would meet us at 
Jefferson Landing.   
  
The mountains were gorgeous!  
The outside air temperature was 
about 68 and virtually no humidity.  
The roads that Rick chose for our  
(continued column 3) 

scenic by-way route were filled 
with interesting sights.  Our next 
stop was the General Store at Todd,  
a unique, if a bit expensive, 
emporium.  We got snacks and 
drinks there to tide us over until 
lunch, and then drove on along 
beside the New River, looping back 
on our previous route to see how 
Clyde was doing on his repair.  He 
wasn't there!   
  
On to the beautiful gated resort 
community of Jefferson Landing, 
winding through the million dollar 
homes to the picnic shelter on the 
New River, where the two Hollar 
MGs were waiting for us.  It seems 
that the bad U-joint turned out to be 
only loose lug nuts on a rear wheel! 
 
Carol Dynesius had everything set 
up and waiting for us. Rick fired up 
the grill and soon the smell of 
hamburgers and hot dogs were 
wafting among us.  The tranquility 
of the area was perfect, with the 
carpet of green grass, the clear New 
River just below us, and the 
sunshine, blue sky, and clean, fresh 
air all around. We visited with 
friends old and new, watched 
people drift down the river in 
canoes, and soon enjoyed the 
bountiful assortment of burgers, hot 
dogs, salads, and desserts.  The 
food was delicious!  After stuffing 
ourselves, visiting a bit more, and 
helping straighten up a bit, the 
event broke into different groups.  
Some people went home, and some 
opted for a drive on the Parkway.  
It had been at least twenty years 
since I had been to the top of 
Mount Jefferson, so Glenda and I 
decided to go there.  Danny Jacob 
volunteered to show us the way, 
and Ken and Patricia Nicks joined  
(See Wonderful Day page 3 column 2) 
(LBC Friends) 
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Update From Bob Thompson  
July 16, 2007 
 
David Graham and Tyrone Stoner 
gave up most of their Saturday to 
work with me on the depot. We got 
the balance of the south wall ready 
for trusses and the east wall done as 
well. I still must add a few temp 
diagonal braces for strength.  
Today I have been cutting the 2 by 
4s for my four foot overhangs on 
the gable ends of the building. I 
plan to hoist them along with the 
first and last trusses to increase 
what I can do by my self.  
 
My Thanks to David and Tyrone.  
 
���������������������
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

(Wonderful Day) 
us. We decided that the mile hike 
to the summit overlook was out of 
the question on a full belly, and 
enjoyed the views from the lower  
overlooks instead.  Then our little  
group broke up, and Glenda and I 
continued to explore.   
 

 
Bob & Glenda at the Club Picnic 
 
We went south for a while, mostly 
on back roads, thinking that we 
might spend the night at Little 
Switzerland.  We decided against 
that, and went back north on the 
Parkway, stopping at The Bluffs.  
The lodge was full, but we ordered 
fried chicken at the restaurant and 
killed enough time in the picnic 
area there until it was ready.  After 
the delicious chicken supper (no 
cobbler this time) we drove on back 
to Statesville.  The "R" averaged 
19.7 mpg for the trip even with 
several supercharged bursts with 
the traction control light blinking.  
Seems incongruous to run a 
supercharger and brakes at the 
same time… 
 
What a wonderful day in the 
mountains!  Much gratitude and 
many thanks to Rick and Carol 
Dynesius for organizing and 
hosting this event!  Now all of y'all 
who didn't go know what a really 
good time you missed! 
 
�����������������������
 
                    £ 

their faces, eagerly greeting fellow 
club members and catching up on 
news since their last meeting. With 
a “heads up and move ‘em out” 
Karen let everyone know we 
needed to get  
moving and Clyde would lead us 
up the mountain.  
 
As we all stretched out on Highway 
421 it was a great site with a long 
line of various British cars moving 
west. We climbed the mountain 
winding around the turns of 
Highway 16 north. Climbing up the 
mountains here can be a hassle 
sometimes with the slow traffic of 
those who are unfamiliar with 
twisting curves and expansive 
views. Of course we fell behind a 
slow driver and Clyde made the 
move to pass. I looked at Danny 
and asked if I needed to lead 
forward to help the “A” get by the 
slow driver. The car made it with a 
few feet to spare. The nearer we got 
to the top of the mountain the 
cooler the temperature. I am glad I 
thought to bring along my old 
trusty sweatshirt. 
  
At the top of the mountain just past 
the Blue Ridge Parkway entrance, 
Rick met us near Glendale Springs. 
It was a quick stop for the caravan 
to catch up and make a quick 
restroom stop. I had the chance to 
talk with Nancy about her recent 
family reunion and her love for 
MGs. Her interest in them dates 
back to her twenties when she fell 
in love with the car and decided she 
wanted one. Her story was an 
insight into how both husbands and 
wives in the club have a deep and 
long relationship with their British 
cars. Rick took the lead car position 
and headed us west to toward 
Jefferson.  
 
(see LBC Friends Page 4, column 2) 
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The Rockin' Road Hill climb 
at Eagle's Nest  
Thomas Richardson Sr  

Final approval has just been 
received for The Eagles 
Nest Hill Climb at Banner Elk on 
August 18 & 19.  This is a two mile 
course!!! Will probably be best on 
East Coast. Better than Wolf 
Ridge. Great spectator locations. It 
is located just past the airport and 
the road up the mountain to Beach 
Mtn. Unbelievable facilities. Will 
get you more information. Already 
got British cars registered. 
 
���  

About Eagle's Nest Hillclimb 

The Rockin' Road Hillclimb at 
Eagle's Nest will be conducted up 
Beech Mountain in Banner Elk, 
NC. Competition cars will be on 
display during Tech/Inspection 
from 4pm to 7pm.  

Familiarization runs will begin 
Saturday, August 18 at 9am with 
timed runs to follow after lunch and 
continuing Sunday, August 19. The 
event will benefit two local service 
organizations.  

The entry to Eagle's Nest is approx. 
1.5 miles from the center of Banner 
Elk driving toward Elk Park.  
The Great Train Robbery is located 
at 2120 Tynecastle Rd. (NC 184) 
2.2 miles off NC 105 between 
Boone, NC and Linville, NC. 

Our host for the event is renowned 
developer, John Turchin                    

                 £ 
 

(LBC Friends) 
 
Before we got close to Jefferson he 
chose to take a left turn and headed 
through the Ildewild community 
full of beautiful farms and scenery. 
The dairy cattle seemed to be 
enjoying the cool dry weather too 
because they were out in 
abundance at every turn. Christmas 
trees and more Christmas trees 
were growing on most 
mountainsides it seemed.  What a 
wonderful little diversion that road 
was. Soon we were back on the 
road to West Jefferson , but took a 
turn and headed to Todd, the 
home of the famous general store.  
  
Just a few miles from West 
Jefferson we found Todd. This was 
a wonderful little village. I had not 
been there in years and really was 
amazed at how it had been 
preserved by its residents for 
visitors to enjoy. As the caravan 
reached the store and found parking 
we realized we had lost some cars. 
It seems Clyde had car trouble and 
stopped to make repairs. Karen 
assured us that whatever he needed 
he most likely had with him in his 
car. She said he doesn’t carry food 
and clothes, but his MGA is always 
full of tools and spare parts just in 
case he had an emergency. Today 
was the day he needed those tools 
and parts for sure.  
  
The Todd General Store had a little 
bit of everything. From groceries, 
ice cream, and a published author 
discussing her book, the store was 
chocked full of antiques and so 
much to look at. Some club 
members got a snack while others 
walked around the area just to see 
what was there. Many of the club 
members chatted with each other. 
Patricia shared a story from the past 
about her early ownership of  an 

 
Austin-Healy. She recalled taking 
her grandmother for rides in the car 
and having so much fun. No matter 
where they were going her 
grandmother was ready to make the 
trip with her granddaughter in the 
little British car.  As always 
passers-by had questions about the 
cars and the group, hoping to learn 
more about the British vehicles all 
gathered there. I was really 
interested in the history of this 
place and how it began and grew. I 
didn’t know much about the 
railroad that came to Todd, but 
learned a great deal as I read about 
its history. This must be magnet for 
bicyclists because they kept riding 
through as we enjoyed the scenery 
and uniqueness of Todd and its 
General Store.            
  
Rick gave the sign and we returned 
to the cars for the trip over to 
Jefferson Landing, the site of the 
picnic. Winding through the 
community for a first-timer like me 
had some unexpected surprises 
including the large number of 
residences there, some massive 
homes, and beautiful landscaping. 
At the end of a route our caravan 
found the picnic shelter with other 
club members hard at work getting 
the meal started. We also found 
Clyde, safe and sound after some 
repair work on the side of the road.  
Carol and others had already put in 
a tremendous about of time and 
effort to have everything ready for 
us when we arrived. 
  
The site was as relaxing as could be 
with a cool breeze, a winding river, 
and clear Carolina blue skies. With 
Rick at the grill it was no time until 
the hamburgers and hot dogs were 
ready. With numerous fixings as 
well as wonderful salads we  
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The Body U n d e r  the Bonnet 
 
A mystery novel for lovers of 
classic British 
By D . C .  Masters 
         

          
 
John Trouton is a compulsive 
professional music composer who 
is addicted to his love of classic 
British sports cars. Like all ‘car 
nuts,’ John dreams of that once in a 
lifetime find, and for him it 
happens. He stumbles on a rare 
classic that has been hidden away 
in the North Carolina countryside 
for years. 
 
The problem is, he finds a body 
hidden along with the car. Now, 
something or someone is pushing 
him to solve the mystery of the 
dead person’s fate. John and his 
wife Meg get caught up in murder, 
bribery assault and mayhem all 
while living in a nineteenth century 
historical home in Wilmington, 
North Carolina, which is 
undergoing restoration, and trying 
to create the score for an important 
TV project which can make 
or break their careers 

At last a real murder mystery that 
features British cars. 

"This book is a good yarn and a 
real page turner.  I finished it in one 
sitting.  The British cars and all of  

(See D.C. Masters Page 6, column 1) 

(continued column 3) 
(LBC Friends) 
 
enjoyed a tasty meal of which I 
personally ate too much. Dessert 
provided by the club members was 
just the “icing on the cake” to the 
great picnic meal. Having lunch 
with members I did not know was a 
lot of fun. Getting to know more 
about them and their love for 
British cars made the time spent 
there even better. As the group 
began to clean and pack up the 
annual group picture was a 
necessity. Members by their cars at 
a beautiful site made for a great 
photo. We then parted ways until 
the next meeting after a wonderful 
day of driving, eating, and 
socializing. 
 
Some of our new friends, Bob and 
Glenda Wasson as well as Ken and 
Patricia Nicks along with Danny 
and I decided to head up to Mount 
Jefferson State Park before we left 
for home. It was certainly much 
cooler as we drove to the top of the 
mountain. The view was not as 
great at the top as we had hoped, 
but the other overlooks gave you a 
total view of Jefferson and West 
Jefferson. Danny and I said 
goodbye to the Wassons and Nicks 
and headed back to North 
Wilkesboro by way of the Blue 
Ridge Parkway from Highway 16 
to Highway 18. The “A” did a 
fantastic getting us there and back 
home. 
  
I had a really great time on 
Saturday, from the driving to the  
picnic spread. But, the best part of 
the day was getting to know people 
who are really interested in 
enjoying their British cars to the 
fullest. I want to say a special thank 
you again to Rick and Carol for all �
 

(see LBC Friends, page 5, column 2) 
their hard work to make the annual 
picnic such a treat for all of us. I 
hope we can all do this again next 
summer. It will be hard to top the 
terrific day we had this year. 
See you soon…   
��������������������������
                       £ 
 
     Checking for Bondo 
 
Satch Reed, Second Chance Garage  
(reprinted by permission) 
 
One of the most frustrating things 
restorers have to face is the 
"surprise" hidden under a fresh coat 
of paint. You go out looking for a 
reasonably rust-free project car and 
the seller tells you that only thin 
films of body filler have been 
spread (over properly welded 
patches, of course.)  
 
You buy the car, take it home and 
strip away all the paint, only to find 
old rust areas that were improperly 
repaired and a thick layer of body 
filler hiding everything. That 
means you will have to repair it 
correctly and it also means you 
paid too much for the car. 

Next time you go out looking, 
leave that magnet home. Magnets 
don't really tell you there's a thick 
layer of filler unless there's no 
metal behind it. Instead, grab that 
Stud Sensor out of the toolbox. 
Stud Sensors are densitometers. 
They detect changes in density of 
materials, so if you slide one over a 
bad Bondo job its little lights will 
tell you there's something amiss. 
You might still want the car, but at 
least you won't pay too much. 

��	�� , 
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(D.C. Masters) 

he references to them were spot 
on.  It is not often that a good 
murder mystery turns up with a 
strong automobile theme.  You read 
the book and you know the author 
knows the cars  I was entertained 
by the book and think you will be 
as well." 

���������
���	��������	�����������

$18.50 per book includes shipping 
and handling 
Make check payable to D. C. 
Masters and 
162 Olde Point Rd. Hampstead, NC 
28443 
www.britishcarmysteries.com 
 

�

�����������  

 
 

                     
 
 

http://www.secondchancegarage.com 
 

The Body In the Boot 

By D. C. Masters 

The further adventures of John 
Trouton and his British car buddy, 
Tony Pearce.  John and Tony are 
investigating the origins of an 
unidentified sports car and get 
involved with the wealthy owner of 
vintage British racing cars.  They 
find themselves trying to stay 
ahead of whoever has all of them 
targeted for murder.  The action 
takes them from Florida to New 
York and most of the vintage 
racing events in between. 

�

Summer Driving  
by Dick Lunney 
 
Every year we plan at least one 
long trip (1000+ miles) in one of 
our Little British Cars.  We’ve 
driven the MGB to Watkins Glen, 
Virginia International and Atlanta 
for the BIG MGVR events; we’ve 
driven to MG Register events 
around the country and last year at 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee.  This year 
we decided to let our co-editor, 
Ken Smith, cover the BIG 
University Motors Summer Party 
up in Michigan.  So for us the big 
trip was over 2000 miles in our 
freshly repainted 1956 Austin-
Healey up to this year’s 
International Conclave in 
Burlington, Vermont.  We will still 
put lots of miles on our MG as it is 
Beth’s daily driver and we plan to 
hit several regional British events 
later this year.  But, the big trip was 
going to be the one to Vermont this 
year and it was quite an adventure. 
 

Like every long multi-day trip in an 
LBC a lot of planning is required to 
make sure that the odds are going 
to be in your favor for a successful 
adventure.  I say adventure because 
making a long trip in a 30, 40 or 
50+ year old motorcar is going to 
make every day on the trip a 
challenge.  Most days everything 
will probably be fine, but with 
anything mechanical and, now past 
its prime, stuff happens!  The trick 
is to anticipate what stuff will 
happen.  Most of us have travel 
packs with fuel pumps, hoses, 
plugs and various fluids that may 
leak out, drip out, or burn out of 
their respective receptacles.  We 
map out our route with stops 
planned near fellow LBC friends 
and knowledgeable technical 
support.  Daily agendas are laid out 
to work around traffic, road 
construction and environmental 
issues like heat.  We memorize 

our advertiser’s 800 numbers. 
 
This year’s trip worked out pretty 
well.  Our travel weather for the 
entire trip was perfect and for most 
of the trip we drove with the top 
down, even when we ran into a 
little downpour just outside of 
Albany, New York.  We had a flat 
tire after we arrived in Vermont, 
but the event organizers had 
prepared a friendly Mobile gas 
station for the onslaught of LBC 
with various problems and they 
quickly and correctly fixed the 
problem with our car.  We also lost 
a rear wheel bearing after driving 
across the Adirondack Mountains, 
but nursed the car to a local garage 
where they were able to get us back 
on the road after a call to one of our 
advertiser’s 800 number and a rush 
UPS delivery of the required 
replacement parts. 
 
(See Summer Driving Page 7 Column 1) 
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�
�
(Summer Driving) 
 
One constant on all of these trips is 
the smiling faces, enthusiastic 
waves and thumbs-up gestures 
directed at us from the hundreds of 
motorists who pass us in their air-
conditioned, windows up, gas 
guzzling “modern” cars, trucks and 
SUVs.  We smile back, but know 
they are saying to their respective 
spouses that “those folks in that 
little car must be crazy!” Well, 
after over 40 years of owning a 
LBC and over 25 years of attending 
various British car events across 
North America and around the 
world, it is the folks who no longer 
smell the outdoors, feel the 
elements every day and 
apprehension that something, 
anything, might break or fail along 
the way that are missing out.  We 
like the challenge our LBCs give us 
in our life and we think those folks 
who go through their lives without 
a LBC are the ones really missing 
something.  
 
Here are a few of the photos from 
our trip to the Austin-Healey Club 
of America National Conclave.   
 
                 �����

 
 

  
 
The start of the uphill slalom, a 
two-mile run up the mountain at 
Bolton Valley ski area. 
 
 
 

 
 
Dick with owner of Dick's Auto 
Specialties, picking up his repaired 
car. 
  
 

 

 
 
Bic and Gerry:  Guests of honor 
were Gerry Coker (R), designer of 
the Austin-Healey 100 and Bugeye 
Sprite, and Bic Healey, son of 
Donald M. Healey who created the 
Austin-Healeys. 
 
 

 
 
Dick prepares the Healey Hundred 
for the car show on the grounds of 
the Shelburne Museum. 
 

�

�

�
����������	
����
�
������	��  
��

Plan to join the  NC MG Club 
Fall Mountain tour 
October 5 – 6, 2007�

��� Fall Mountain Tour  
The NCMG Club has invited our Club to go with them 
on the Fall Mountain Tour.  The dates are Friday, Oct 
5th --Saturday  Oct 6 and Sunday Oct 7th. Make your 
reservation at the Best Western in Jefferson--1-800-.  
Drive on some of the best roads NC has to offer. 
�

Saturday night dinner and live music will be at the 
Country Jamboree. Sunday after breakfast it will be 
time to head back home 
 
The last mountain trip these folks put together had 20 
cars and 40 people. If you would like to be a part of 
this great weekend give Karen a call at 704-873-8409 
for more information�

���������
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Autumn in the Mountains 
2007  
 
As you know, Autumn in the 
Mountains 2006 was a huge 
success.  And because of the 
overwhelmingly positive 
feedback we got, this year the 
British Car Club of Western 
North Carolina will once again 
return to Chimney Rock Park!  
 
AITM 2007 will be held on The 
Meadows at the Park on 
Saturday,  
October 6th .Plan now to attend 
and bring some of your fellow  
British car enthusiasts with you. 
To make the whole process 
easier, for 2007 you are able to 
register for Autumn in the 
Mountains by simply going to 
our website, 

 
 
 
www.autumninthemountains.org, and 
completing the ONLINE registration. 
Quick, simple and it’s done.  Nothing 
to try to remember to do later. No 
checks to write. No stamps to buy.  A 
few keystrokes and you are done! (Of 
course, if you prefer, you can 
download the registration form, fill it 
out and mail it along with your check 
to our event registrar as identified on 
the form.) This will be your only 
official notification of AITM 2007 
from the BCC of WNC.  So however 
you do it, register TODAY for 
Autumn in the Mountains 2007 and 
plan on having a great day with us in 
one of the most amazing 

 
 
 
places in North Carolina, in just 
about the best time of the year to 
drive your British car in the 
mountains.  
         
The British Car Club of Western 
North Carolina Autumn in the 
Mountains Committee 
         ���
���������

������  
 
 
http://www.autumninthemountains.org/ 
aitm_2007/online_registration.html 
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Stay vigilant at all times 
 
As you know Denice and I drive 
old British cars on a daily basis. I 
have always had a hard time 
understanding why others don't. I 
used to encourage my friend David 
to put his daughter in one when she 
came of age. It has taken me years 
to understand but more and more I 
do. They are OLD cars in every 
way.  
 
About a week and a half ago I 
drove Mini into town for some 
errands. At a light I noticed a 
ticking from the engine. It would 

go away when the car sat, but at 
the next light it was back. This 
morning I tore into it. My suspect 
was a cracked pulley. As you can 
see from the picture the crankshaft 
pulley is starting to fail due to 
metal fatigue/age. I put a used one 
in its place, but again it was just 
old part whose time was up.          
 
The average person might not have 
noticed that slight noise. But all 
parts do wear out eventually so we 
must stay vigilant at all times.   
 
������������������������������������������������������������������������  
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THE VTR NATIONALS 
 
This summer has been a whirlwind 
of activities, starting with 
Esther volunteering for the position 
of President of PBMC. Just 
recently after going on a ten day 
vacation that included the Formula 
1 race in Indianapolis, a week later 
the start of the longest family re-
union  in history (16 days) and then 
the VTR  National Convention 
in Valley Forge, Penn.    
 
VTR stands for Vintage Triumph 
Registry for any of you MG guys 
out there that haven't seen it 
mentioned in those MG   
periodicals. My plans for VTR   
were a bit scattered as to what car I 
was to take. The TR3A was the 
featured car this year, and both 
of my cars would qualify to be part 
of the celebration. My original  
 plans were to transport the Italia, 
for two reasons -  One is the  fact 
that I mentioned earlier, and the 
second being that I'm   putting  
 together the 50th anniversary for 
the Italias in 2009 at Shelton  
Vineyards, and I needed to 
encourage the Italia owners in that 
area  of the country to participate. 
 
I was waiting for my new enclosed 
trailer to arrive, the one to transport 
the Italia to the show, with the 
arrival date supposed to be May  
15th.  Unfortunately on the 15th, 
there was no trailer, only a phone 
call saying that it was made wrong 
and the only option the factory had 
was to start over.  The trailer sales 
did offer to return my deposit, but I 
felt there was no time to start 
beating the streets to locate and 
build another trailer to 
my specs. Another date was given 

for delivery, June 28th a Friday, but 
the dealer was not  even  
optimistic with that date. Friday 
came, again no trailer! Now I   
had to make some drastic 
decisions; drive the TR3 to Valley 
Forge or borrow a trailer in case 
my trailer doesn't get here at all. 
 
I had made the decision to haul the 
Italia with a back-up trailer   
and not drive the TR3. It was 
crunch time and the trailer was 
being delivered to the dealer on 
Thursday morning in Hickory, NC 
and there was lots to do.  David 
Graham was nice enough to steer 
me in the right direction as to those 
things that needed done.  David has 
had a number of enclosed trailers in 
the past and was a big help, 
starting with the weight distribution 
bars and the electric brake 
controller.    
 
We loaded the Italia early and were 
doing whatever we had time 
to complete because David and 
Janet had plenty to think about 
themselves. They were also going 
to VTR. The difference being 
they were leaving a day early and 
unlike me, were driving their 
Triumph. 
 
Tuesday morning Esther and I are 
sitting in the Tundra at the foot of 
our steep driveway and almost 
ready to go. I'm reading the 
instruction booklet for my newly- 
installed electric brake  controller. 
These directions were reading like 
stereo instructions and my fried 
brain wasn't up to it.   Settling 
something quickly on the gravel, I 
proceeded out onto the 

asphalt. I had a hill to climb before 
there was  a flat stretch long 
enough to finish adjusting the 
controller for the brakes on the 
trailer.  Loosely adjusting the 
brakes, we were off! 
 
The trip up was uneventful except 
for a thirty minute hail storm. I did 
however check the trailer's lug nuts 
at the rest areas. 
 
Esther and I are sometimes picky 
about our food and we needed a 
good meal with vegetables and 
preferably a place we haven't eaten 
at a hundred times before . To our 
surprise there was a sign for a 
German restaurant and it drew us in 
like Yogi to a pic-a-nic basket in  
Jellystone Park. The food was 
delicious and at the July meeting 
we sat with Jim and Nancy Causey, 
who informed us of their many 
trips to eat at the same German 
restaurant. 
 
 We arrived at the Sheraton in 
Valley Forge around 9:30 PM, and 
to my surprise I hadn’t tired from 
the driving as much as I thought, 
even though I have to say, it would 
have been nice to crash right then.   
But there were tasks at hand! David 
Graham had left a message at the 
check-in counter that he was 
expecting us to arrive. Again, 
David chipped in and we parked 
the trailer and truck for the night 
and it was time to sleep. The host 
club that put this year's convention 
together was   
the Delaware Triumph Club, and 
for the amount of work needed to 
pull this off, they did a fantastic 
job.  Some of the scheduled 
events were: scenic/historic runs, 
auto-cross, 
(see VTR Page 10. column 1) 
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(VTR) 
TSD rallye, fun rallye,  meetings of 
all sorts, Triumph museum, parts 
auction (included a  complete and 
running Spitfire that sold for 
$925.00 ), venders, panoramic 
picture taken with a restored 1930 
camera, and a breakfast tour of the 
Amish countryside. If you 
participated in all the events you 
were  going to be pooped by 
Saturday morning. 
 

 
Tyrone & Esther 
 
There was time set aside for 
washing cars and some leisure 
time to eat. One evening David, 
Janet, Esther and I chose to 
take advantage of tasting the vittles 
at the well- known Ruth 
Criss'  Steakhouse, known of 
course for their steaks. My thick rib 
eye was supported by what the 
waiter referred to as the Fred 
Flintstone bone, and was it 
good! They do have various way to 
pay for this meal that probably 
include a 18 month contract with a 
local bank, HA! 
 
 There were some good deals at the 
auction! My winning bids got four 
TR3 rims with super tires mounted 
on them for a total of $10.00 and 
also a new- looking TR3 
convertible top in white for $55.00. 
 
The show itself started with a nice 
drive to Phoenixville, Penn and was  

to be in the downtown area. All the 
streets were blocked off for the 318 
registered cars to be placed in 
Concours, Premier or participant's 
choice classes. The awards were to 
be given out at banquet that 
evening. David and I both won 
awards in our classes, David with 
his Stag hotrod (5.0) and me with 
the Italia. It was the first time I 
have entered into a concours class 
with a car and it was very  
educational. 
 
The trip home was also smooth 
sailing, and Esther and I didn't 
do anything on Sunday, except rest! 
 
    �� ����������  
 
Tyrone’s Pictures from the VTR 
 

   
Sir Graham Robson (author of over 
125 books and the authority on   
Triumphs) 
Harlan Shufeldt - Italia #256 
Tyrone Stoner - Italia # 195 
David Hutchison - Italia #194 
 

 
Italias at the show ( from left to 
right) #194, #195, #256  

 
FIELD TRIP TO RARE CAR   
COLLECTION  
 
While attending VTR I was lucky 
enough to be asked along on a 
late night field trip to view Dr. 
Frederick Simeone's car collection 
in downtown Philadelphia. Dr. 
Frederick Simeone is a big name 
amongst antique car collectors. He 
has been collecting cars most of his 
life.   
 
His father was also a collector of 
exotic cars and Dr. Simeone started 
with his father's collection and 
added on ever since. He collected 
many of his cars before 1980 when 
prices were low. The collection 
now numbers over one hundred and 
has been put into a foundation, 
stipulating that the collection can 
not be broken up. His cars are 
mostly foreign, but he does have 
some American makes mixed in.  
His collection is private at the 
present, but may soon be open to 
the public since a new building is 
under  construction to house the  
collection.  
 
There are many famous race cars 
displayed next to even more 
important cars of their times. Early 
examples start with the 1900's and 
go to the seventies. The collection 
has what Dr. Simeone calls "Sports 
Racing Cars," cars that can be 
driven on the highway if needed, 
having headlights and tail lights.  
His collection is currently on two 
floors of an old commercial 
building in downtown Philly. 
 
 
                        
(see car collection, page 11, column 1) 
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(car collection) 
Cars such as the $4 million dollar 
Cobra Daytona Coupe, A 
Milla Millia 1933 Alfa Romeo that 
he has had the pleasure of running 
in the MM three times with the 
same car, the GT 40'S that out 
performed all of the others in the 
day are all there. There are just too 
many to mention.    

There are also winners of Le Mans, the 
Vanderbuilt Cup, Sebring, Daytona, 
Milla Millia and others. Most with 
original paint and interior. Only a few 
cars have been restored. He prefers the 
cars keeping their patena. An average 
tour of his place with him talking about 
every detail of each car as you slowing 
walk along will take about three and a 
half hours. 

It's easy to research his 
information. Just Google 
"Frederick Simeone  cars"  
and start with number 2. 
Vintageautosports=september
8th.comfamily. You will have 
a good starting point and 
want to click on others. 
 
    �� ���  

 
Danny:  
If you would put this in the news letter I would appreciate it. People need to make there reservations by August 
the 15th.   Bob 
 
COME ENJOY A 
NIGHT AT THE 
THEATRE WITH 
PBMC.     
LEAVE SEPT 29TH –
Early.  Drive to 
Abingdon, Va. Check 
into motel  
Lunch in Withers 
Hardware Restaurant.  
Cruise the shops 
downtown. 
For those who want to 
go play starts at 8:15 
PM. 
Returning Sunday 
afternoon. 
Rooms $59.00-Can be 
reserved by calling 276-
628-3178 (10 rooms 
held till 8-25-07 -
mention  Bob 
Thompson) 
Play less than $40.00 
per person. Can be 
reserved by 
www.bartertheatre.com 
or call 276-628-3991 
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The Concours de Graylyn returns 
for its second successful year. 
Starting Friday evening with the 
“Rock the Block” downtown music 
festival; Saturday morning The Old 
Salem Rally, sponsored by the 
Triad Austin Healy Club, will be 
introduced as a brand new event 
featuring over 100 special cars, 
which will vie for the winner’s 
circle and trophies. Saturday 
evening will be a formal black tie 
dinner at the Graylyn International 
Conference Center.  Among the 
many guests will be Peter Brock, 
designer of the Corvette from the 
late 50’s to the 60’s.  Sunday stars 
the Concours at Graylyn with over 
500 cars and a world class 
Concours.  

A highlight of the Concours this 
year will be the 1964 Rolls Royce 
owned by “Gone with the Wind” 
actress Vivien Leigh.  The car will 
be auctioned off on Sunday 
afternoon along with other vintage 
cars. 

In addition to the show and auction 
on Sunday the 23rd, the Concours 
will include art items from �

Associated Artists of Winston-� 
Salem, vendors, local area 
wineries, the Remax hot air 
balloon at the Southeastern Center 
for Contemporary Art (SECCA) 
and tours of historic Reynolda 
House.   

Go to the website and sign up 
today>>>>>> 

 www.concoursdegraylyn.com 
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Nancy has reminded us again that club dues for 2007 should be paid by 
now. Please send in your dues as soon as possible. 
 
The next club meeting is August 28th at Wise Guys Restaurant in 
Statesville. See everyone there! 


