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             August 2008 ���������	�           Statesville, North Carolina 
 

 

    
 

About 25-30 PBMC members 
turned out for the annual club 
picnic this year. It seems everyone 
had a great time as the hosts Jim 
and Lucy Ravich entertained 
guests at their home near Lake 
Norman.  
 

Bob took some time to take a few 
photos and they are posted through 
out the newsletter. Check them 
out, and meanwhile, here’s a big 
thank you to Bob and Lucy for 
their feeding the multitudes… I 
heard the kosher hot dogs were a 
particular favorite!  
 

   
  Club member’s cars at the July club picnic 
 

The next meeting of the 
Piedmont British Motor 
Club is scheduled  for 
August 26, 2008, at Wise 
Guys, Statesville, NC 
 

Note From the Head Gasket 
 

So, in my never-ending quest to 
look for a unique ride for my daily 
driving pleasure, I recently tried 
out the new "Smart Car." It was 
not a good test ride for me. Sitting 
in the car wasn't bad. It felt a lot 
like being in a VW. After driving 
an MG, it was actually quite 
roomy. In fact, it felt a little 
"bigger" as a I drove down the 
road dodging all the SUV's. The 
Smart car has a very small engine 
with an automatic transmission. 
Unfortunately there is no manual 
option. So, when it is shifting from 
one gear to the next, there is 
definitely a short lag before it 
engages with a simultaneous loss 
of acceleration. This works fine 
for a bigger engined car, but in this 
car it a very unnerving feeling. As 
you try to cross an intersection 
you’re hoping it won't shift before 
the onslaught of all the cars 
waiting at the light challenge you 
to get out of their way. I didn't 
bring the little puppy home, but 
went dutifully back to getting my 
MGB on the road. It was a nice 
diversion though! 
 
Safe Driving Everyone! 
 
 


��	�
���
��	�
���
��	�
���
��	�
���� ���
The Head Gasket 
 
 
 
 

Habitat Car Show 
 

You are invited to bring your 
favorite car to the Habitat Car 
Show. It will be a great 
opportunity to get together, show 
your car, have some fun, and help 
a great cause right here in the Lake 
Norman area! 
  
Habitat for Humanity builds 
decent affordable housing in 
cooperation with area families in 
need. This event is a fund raiser 
for Youth United, a group of local 
high school students who both 
raise the money and pound the 
nails for their own Habitat house.  
 

This is a great opportunity to 
support two great causes – Habitat 
for Humanity and local young 
people who, through Youth 
United, are raising the money to 
build their third Habitat house. 
  
Please join us Saturday, August 23 
in the Habitat ReStore parking lot 
on Main Street (Route 
115) in Cornelius.  
  
We look forward to seeing you. 
 
See the attached flyer on page 2 
for details and registration form.  
 
Please return the registration form 
directly to Habitat. 
  
 
����������������������������������������� ���
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Lake Norman Sports Car 
Group  
 

The next get together at the 
Acropolis restaurant will be on the 
3rd Sat. August 16th at 9:00AM in 
Huntersville. John Sad has been 
invited to speak regarding his new 
Man Made Legends Car Shop 
located on Route 21 in Cornelius.  
 

 ����������������� ���
 
       Join the Piedmont British Motor Club  

        
           Get involved in your club 
 

         
    Larry Yow’s beautifully restored 1966  
    MGB was driven to the picnic. 

  

   
 

 
Valuable Fuel Coupon 
 

I didn't realize it, but these 
coupons are good for one gallon of 
gas at most retailers.  I have seen 
them around, but until recently 
never took advantage of them. I 
never realized their actual worth. 
 

You probably have one or two just 
lying around somewhere so now is 
the time to use them before they 
lose their value, and it's too late!!  
 

SEE COUPON on page 3 

 

 
 
This year’s club picnic was held at the 
beautiful home of Lucy and Bob Ravich.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

MG first on D-Day? 
 
Provided by Neil Nelson – MG Classics of Jacksonville, Florida 
 

 It's a little known fact that on D-Day, June 6, 1944, the first to 
arrive in occupied France, was an MG. An MG? Sure, but the 
story is a bit complicated. 
 

In 1941 Cecil Kimber, Managing Director of MG, obtained a 
contract to manufacture the front end of the Albemarle bomber 
aircraft at the Abingdon factory.  
 

The Albemarle was Britain's first nose wheel bomber. It could 
be built in sections by different factories.  
 

The front end of the bomber contained the cockpit with all its 
controls. To manufacture this nosepiece proved far more 
complex than any car ever produced by MG. Yet the 
workforce at Abingdon succeeded in constructing 653 of these 
nosepieces.  
 

On D-Day the fast Albemarle planes were the first to drop 
airborne troops on the Continent so it seems fair to say that 
MG arrived there first. 
 
Reprinted from The eChatter, Official Publication of the Emerald Necklace M. G. 
Register, Inc WWW.MGCLEVELAND.COM  
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MG FOR SALE 
 

From: Stan Mandel  
To: Danny Jacob  
Sent: Tuesday, July 22, 2008  
Subject: RE: MG For sale 
 

Danny, I checked your web site and 
the past newsletters look quite good. 
  
If you can post the pictures and 
information on my MGB, I would 
appreciate that. Let me know if there 
are any fees involved and whom to 
send a check.* 
  
This is a 1979 MGB with 17,800 
actual miles. I am the 3rd owner.  It is 
all original, and in pristine condition, 
body, engine, transmission 
(overdrive), paint (Reddish/orange), 
wire wheels, top, tounneau cover, 
boot cover, always maintained by 
MG mechanics. Asking $12,500.   
 

Contact:  (336) 945-0800 or 
stan.mandel@mba.wfu.edu 

 

Stan Mandel, Ph.D., CPA, PE 
Executive Professor  
Director:  Angell Center for 
Entrepreneurship 
Babcock Graduate School of 
Management 
Wake Forest University 
PO Box 7659 
Winston-Salem, NC 27109 
336-758-3689 
stan.mandel@mba.wfu.edu 
 

   
 

   
 

   

    
 

    
 

    
 
*note: the club likes to support fellow   
  LBC owners wherever possible. 

 
 

 
Check to see if you have one of these gas 
coupons around the house. 
 

    
 

 

Couple of old Standards, unloved and forgotten it seems 
 

         
                                                                   

 

 

   More pictures   
   from the 2008   
   Club picnic 
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  Please note: this chart is based on club member’s original application information. From discussions during    
  club meetings it’s obvious that many members have bought and sold cars since joining the club.  
                  

 

 

The Piedmont British Motor 
Club meets the last Tuesday 
of each month except 
November in Statesville, NC. 
The club, founded in 1994, is 
named for the central part of 
North Carolina between the 
coast and the mountains 
called the Piedmont where 
most members reside.  
 

Join now. Get an application 
on the website 

 
 

 

 

Indulge me for a 
moment  
 

This was the last 
picture I took of my 
MGA before she was 
put in a container for 
shipment to Portugal. 

She wasn’t perfect by any definition, but she was 
special to me. 
 

During a difficult period in my life she always made 
me feel good. Every time I needed her, her little  

engine cranked over and we were soon out on the 
road.  
 

It was hard to ignore the envious stares from strangers 
along the highway. Her beautiful design has been 
rarely duplicated by better known, more expensive 
cars, even today.  
 

Always faithful she added many great experiences to ����
my life. Together we drove rallies and sometimes just 
getting out alone on Sunday afternoons was the pure 
contentment I needed. 
 

Wherever you are today I miss you and hope your new 
owner over the horizon treats you well. �������� 
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A RICH Arab sent his Lamborghini on a 6,500-
mile round trip to Britain for a service.   

 

 
 

 
The £190,000 supercar was put 
on a scheduled flight from 
Qatar to Heathrow – then flown 
back after the oil check. Money 
was no object as the flight 
would have cost the owner – 
thought to be a Sheikh – around 
£20,000.  
The move sparked fury from 
green campaigners.  
 

An airport worker said: “This 
car doesn’t have a carbon 
footprint – more of a crater.” 
  
The overall cost of sending the 
Lamborghini to London for the 
oil change would have cost 
more than £23,000.  
His black-and-gold supercar 
costs £3,552 to service at an 
approved dealer – on top of the 
£20,000 to freight from Qatar to 
Britain.  
 

The Murciélago LP640 – driven 
by Batman in movie The Dark 
Knight – arrived from the 
Middle Eastern country on 
Friday. It cleared customs and 
was trucked to specialist 
mechanics in London for the 
service.  
 

On Monday it was flown back 
3,250 miles to the oil-rich state 
where it was collected by the 
owner.  
A cargo handler at Heathrow 
blasted the car’s environmental 
damage. He said: “It would 
have been far more efficient to 
fly mechanics out there.”  
 

Jenny Evans, of the pressure 
group Plane Stupid, said: “This 
horrifies me. It is another 

example of how rich people 
exploit and pollute the planet 
because of their money.”  
 

Friends of the Earth’s transport 
campaigner Richard Dyer said: 
“We urge the individual to get 
their car serviced closer to 
home.” But David Price, of 
Lamborghini Club UK, said: “If 
an owner wants to service his 
car in that way, it is his choice. 
“I’m not surprised. Thankfully 
the age of excess in some areas 
continues.” 
 

Lamborghini UK spokeswoman 
Juliet Jarvis said there could be 
“kudos” for a Middle Eastern 
owner in servicing a car in 
London. She said the exclusive 
Italian brand had a network of 
authorized dealers around the 
world and most cars were 
looked after in the country 
where they were bought. But 
she added: “This sort of thing is 
not unheard of.” Qatar Airways 
confirmed it carried the 
Lamborghini.   
 
n.syson@the-sun.co.uk 
 

Feedback:  The $46,616.47 Oil 
Change and Size-22 Carbon 
Footprint 
 

Of all the absurdly wealthy men 
in the Middle East, at least one 
has far more money than sense 
and proved it when he had his 
Lamborghini flown from Qatar 
to Britain for an oil change. 
According the The Sun, the 
owner -- which the paper 
surmises is a sheik -- had Qatar 
Airways ship the Murcielago 

LP640 about 6,500 miles round 
trip at a cost of about 39 grand 
and God-knows-how-much 
greenhouse gas just to service 
the car (cost: $7,030.47).  
 

 
 

             £ 
High gas prices mean 
economists and TV 
talking heads are 
conspiring to keep us up 
to date and depressed. 
 

     
or 
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As I got ready to publish the newsletter, oil prices began dropping precipitously. Has the bubble burst? How 
long can you hold your breath? dj 
 

 

 

 

          

       

         
  

        In view of all this… 
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Welcome to the Car Badge Collectors' Online 
Forum where we talk about badges and the cars 
that wear them :-) 

 

http://taipingtalk.com/carbadges/ 
 
 

 

   U.S. Scenic Drives  
                                              by Sheila Resari 

The Blue Ridge Parkway is one of the best, no doubt. 
But I’ve discovered some great roads right here in  

 
Wilkes County as well.  Do you have a favorite  
road for your LBC adventures that might interest  
other members of the club? Let the rest of the club 
know about it.   

 

If you're looking for a good road to cruise, get ready to round up the gang and put the pedal to the metal: The 
beauty of America's great outdoors is just a quick trip away.  
 

Steer clear of the interstate this weekend and take a spin down one of the scenic, two-lane byways and back 
roads that crisscross the United States. Here are the top ten scenic drives — one for each region of the United 
States. So take your pick and hit the road! 
 

Seward Highway, AK North Shore Drive, MN 
California 1, CA Old Spanish Trail, LA 
Beartooth Highway, WY and MT Vermont 100, VT 
Zion Nat'l Park Scenic Byway, UT Blue Ridge Parkway, VA and NC 
Custer Scenic Byway, SD Sea Islands, GA 

  
 
    

  

BRP: Just the Facts Please 
 

Route: South from Rockfish Gap, VA to 
Great Smoky Mountains National Parks, NC 
Length: 469 miles (two days) 
Season: Spring through fall 
Features and activities: Folk Art Center's 
traditional mountain crafts and music, biking 
along the parkway, and hiking on the 
Appalachian Trail 

              
 

     

 

Shenandoah to the Smokies Blue Ridge Parkway, Virginia and North Carolina 
 
The Blue Ridge Parkway cuts a 
two-lane ribbon of highway 
atop the rolling southern 
Appalachians of Virginia and 
North Carolina. The parkway 
runs almost uninterrupted — 
crossroads pass underneath the 
road or yield to parkway traffic 
— from the southern tip of 
Shenandoah National Park to 

Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. Often riding the 
very crest of the Blue Ridge, the 
Blue Ridge Parkway offers a 
unique vista; as great, foggy 
masses of weather move in 
from the west, the east retains a 
clear view of forest and 
wildlife. Most of the drive takes 
place high above human 

settlements, no fast-food oases 
or billboards to obstruct the 
scenery, but the land below the 
parkway is dotted with 
mountain villages and visitor 
centers.  
 

             £ 
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TIRED DANGEROUS 
TIRES    By John Treible 
 

Have you checked your MG 
tires recently? They look pretty 
good do they? Lots of tread, no 
noticeable sidewall bulges; Do 
you know how old they are? 
 

Some may recall that Georgie & 
I were heading home with our 
ENMGR caravan from MG2003 
in St Louis. We had just left the 
host hotel and were tooling up 
the interstate at 70mph. A semi 
had just passed us when the left 
rear tire blew up. It actually 
shredded and lost the tread.  
Fortunately, we were able to 
safely pull off onto the berm 
and with the help of our friends 
we were back on the road in a 
few minutes. We were close to 
our overnight stop in 
Indianapolis when the right front 

tire blew up, same thing, tread 
shredded and separated from the 
casing. Before we started for 
home the next day, I went to a 
local tire store and bought five 
new tires. Before we started out 
on the trip I had inspected the 
tires. They had good tread and 
didn’t appear to have any 
external flaws. Of course the 
problem was out of sight. The 
tires had deteriorated over the 
years from the inside. 
 

Fast forward to MG2008; Some 
folks from the Old Speckled 
Hens Club in Michigan were 
headed home from a show. 
They were not as fortunate as 
we were. The following pictures 
tell the story. 
 

The fact that these folks are 
fortunate enough to be looking 

at their wrecked car is a 
miracle.  
 
I beg all you club members to 
replace your tires if they are 
more than 10 years old no 
matter how good they look. 
Your life may truly depend on 
it. 
 
Please view the following on 
tire safety. 
http://abcnews.go.com/Video/pl
ayerIndex?id=4826897 
 
Reprinted from The eChatter, 
Official Publication of the 
Emerald Necklace M. G. 
Register, Inc 
WWW.MGCLEVELAND.COM  
 

         £ 
 
 

          

    
 

           

   
 

Support our Advertisers. Tell them you found them it in 	��������		��������		��������		��������	 . 

       

 
 
www.yourbritishconnection.com 
 
615 E. Moss Mill Rd. - Shop #55 
Smithville NJ 08205 
609-404-4444 
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Hello friends, 
 

Recently I found some adverts 
about “Goldie” Garder, an amazing 
MG racing car driver. I wanted to 
know more about this man. This is 
what I found and would like to 
share it with you. 
 

Alfred Thomas Goldie Gardner 
(31 May 1890 - 25 August 1958) 
was an English racing car driver. 
He was holder of the O.B.E. and 
the M.C. He was also awarded the 
BRDC Gold Star three times. 
Gardner, better known as Goldie 
Gardner, (Goldie was his mother's 
maiden name) was born in 1890 in 
Woodford, Essex.. In 1910 he 
embarked from England to 
Colombo, Ceylon, to take up a 3 
year business appointment. Upon 
completion of his Ceylon contract 
he gained a new appointment in 
Katha, Burma, but it was cut short 
by a bad attack of typhoid fever 
with malaria. He was sent back to 
England on six months' sick leave.  
 

During his convalescence in 1914, 
WWI commenced. He enlisted in 
September of that year and was 
granted a commission in the Royal 
Artillery as a second Lieutenant. 
Gardner had a distinguished 
military career and was the 
youngest officer in the British 
Army to become a Major. He 
suffered severe injuries to his right 
hip and leg when his 
reconnaissance plane was shot 
down in August, 1917. Despite 
receiving some twenty operations 
over a period of two years spent in 
hospital, the leg did not return to 
full function. 
 

He was discharged from the army in 
1921 as medically unfit for further 
service. 
 

In 1924 he purchased a Gordon 
England special Austin Seven and, 
despite his disability, began racing 
on the British circuits. 1930 saw him 
team up with MG Cars and race 
various marques with considerable 
success. He suffered a crash during 
the 1932 RAC Tourist Trophy race at 
Ards in Northern Ireland that further 
worsened the disability to his already 
damaged leg. By 1934 he was fit 
enough to continue track racing and 
in the 500 mile race at Brooklands 
with co-driver Dr. J.D. Benjafield he 
achieved third place as well as 
winning the 1,100cc class. 
 

After accompanying Sir Malcolm 
Campbell's expedition to Daytona 
Beach, Florida, in 1935 to witness 
the World Land speed record 
attempt, he returned to England and 
concentrated on speed racing 
records. On 31 May, 1939 just before 
the outbreak of WWII,  driving his 
special engineered MG, in Dessau, 
Germany, Goldie Gardner took the 
750cc up to 1,100cc class records 
over 2 km, 1 mile, and 5 km 
distances, at average speeds of 
203.5mph, 203.3mph and 197.5mph 
respectively. After an overnight 
engine rebore, on 2 June, 1939 at the 
same venue, he gained the 1,100cc to 
1,500cc class records over the same 
distances at average speeds of 
204.3mph, 203.9mph and 200.6mph. 

 

 

During WWII 1939-1945 
Gardner offered his service and 
was accepted as a second 
Lieutenant in mechanical 
transport training. He rapidly 
regained his old rank as Major 
and, eventually in 1942, he was 
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel. 
 

In the 11 peacetime years 
between 1936 and 1950 he set 
over 100 international and local 
speed records throughout 
England, Europe and the USA. In 
1951 at Bonneville Salt Flats, 
Utah, with his supercharged MG 
streamliner EX-135 car, he 
obtained 6 international and 10 
American records in the 1,100cc 
to 1,500cc engine class. In 1952 
he returned to Bonneville with 
the MG EX-135 car and set 21 
speed records in the same engine 
class as the previous year. 
 

In 1952 he suffered a cerebral 
hemorrhage and was forced to 
retire from motor sport. In 1940 
he married Una Eagle-Clarke 
(1914-2008). They had one 
daughter Rosalind.  
 

Lt.Col. A. T. Goldie Gardner, 
O.B.E., M.C. died in 1958 at age 
68. 

       
 

“Greetings from Holland” 

�������������  
 

e-mail    : h.egges@hetnet.nl 
Internet  : www.car-brochures.nl 
�
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----- Original Message ---- 
From: PJ "lawnvett@yahoo.com"  
Sent: Sunday, July 20, 2008  
Subject: British car enthusiasts 
 
A few of the Winston-Salem guys 
gathered for a boy's night out. 
 
Hey, how come the rest of us were not 
invited? Say, where is PJ hiding 
anyway? 

 
Check out these businesses. Please support our advertisers. Tell them you saw 
their advertisement in 	��������		��������		��������		��������	� ���  
 
   

        
  

 

           

         

        
 

 

           

      

        

            Know somebody with a British Car? 

           
            Invite them to the next club meeting. 
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INTERIOR INSTALLATION    
 

I finally got my interior finished; just need the last head rest. But that 
work spawned a tech tip if you can use it. When restoring your seats, 
stretching the webbing on the bottom of the seat (if this is the style you 
have) is exceptionally difficult, not to mention painful for your fingers. It 
also usually takes at least a couple of people and it is advisable to remove 
any children from earshot! A relatively easy solution is to use a 24" Quick 
Grip clamp. Put one grip on the metal wire near a webbing and the other 
on the seat frame. Squeeze the trigger to pull the webbing into the frame 
and put the hook into the hole. I think you will find that this works very 
easily. FYI, I did not have much luck with a c-clamp. Also, make sure 
you place a dry cleaner bag over the seat back before trying to pull the 
new vinyl over the cushion. The vinyl will slide down very nicely and you 
can either leave the plastic or reach up and tear as much of it off as 

possible. Another idea, especially if you are trying to work alone, is for the seat rails. They 
have one post and one bolt to go through the floor. Although you can reach the back bolts by 
moving the seat forward, it can be difficult if the seat won't move easily or the rails are not 
aligned properly. A way around this is to purchase new bolts for the rear holes and have them 
tack welded in the holes on the rail. That way you can get all four bolts through the floor by 
yourself and tighten from below without having to hold the bolt heads. (Make sure to check the 
new bolts to be sure they fit in the rear holes as they are smaller in diameter that the front.) 
These tips will make assembling and reinstalling your seats much easier. 
 
Note: This Tech Tip taken from LBCarCO was originally submitted by Tim Henderson. It has been reprinted from 
The eChatter, Official Publication of the Emerald Necklace M. G. Register, Inc  WWW.MGCLEVELAND.COM 
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Along the way, researching articles for the newleter, I find it interesting article to post about LBCs we often take for 
granted but may not know much about. This month the focuse is on the AH Sprite. dj 
 

The Austin-Healey Sprite 
 

 

 
Manufacturer- Austin Healy 
Parent Company- British Motor Corporation 
Production- 1958-1971, 129,347 cars made 
Assembly- Abingdon, England 
Body style- 2-door roadster 
 

 

The Austin-Healey Sprite is a small open sports car which was announced to the press in Monte Carlo 
by the British Motor Corporation (BMC) on 20th May 1958, just before that year's Monaco Grand 
Prix. “It was intended to be a low-cost model that 'a chap could keep in his bike shed', yet be the 
successor to the sporting versions of the pre-war Austin Seven.”  
The Sprite was designed by the Donald Healey Motor Company, which received a royalty payment 
from the manufacturers BMC. It first went on sale at a price of £669. 
 

The Sprite used a mildly tuned version of the Austin A-Series engine and as many other components 
from existing cars as possible to keep costs down. 
 

The Mark I   
1960 Frogeye/Bugeye 
 

 
 
Production 1958-1961  48,987 made 
 

 
The British Mark I Sprite was known as the Frogeye in the U.K. 
and the Bugeye in the U.S. because of its distinctive headlights 
mounted on top of the centre bonnet (hood). The mounted 
headlights were not actually part of the original car design; they 
were originally going to be mounted into the front of the car so they 
could "flip up" when they were in use, with the lenses facing 
skyward when not in use. However, mounting production costs lead 
to the flip-up headlight idea being abandoned and so the headlights 
were simply mounted in a permanent upright position giving rise to 
the car's most distinctive feature. 

 

The front sheet-metal assembly – bonnet and wings – was a one-piece unit, hinged from the back, that 
swung up to allow access to the engine compartment. Both the 948cc engine (coded 9CC), steering 
and suspension were derived from the Austin A35 & Morris Minor 1000 models, also BMC products, 
but upgraded with twin 1 1/8" inch SU carburettors. The front suspension was a coil spring and 
wishbone arrangement, with the arm of the Armstrong lever shock absorber serving as the top 
suspension link. The rear axle was both located and sprung by quarter-elliptic leaf springs, again with 
lever-arm shock absorbers. There were no exterior door handles - you reached inside to open the door. 
There was also no boot (trunk) lid, and access to the spare wheel and rear storage was gained by tilting 
the seat-backs forward and reaching under the rear deck, a process likened to potholing by many 
owners. 
 

The Sprite's chassis design is notable in that it was the world's first volume-production sports car to 
use integrated construction, where the sheet metal body panels (apart from the bonnet) take many of 
the structural stresses. The two front 'chassis legs' which project forward from the passenger 
compartment, however, stop the shell being a full monocoque. 
 
 
 



 13 

 

The Mark II 
 

Production 1961-1965, 31,665 made 
 

 
The Mark II used the same 948 cc engine (engine 
code 9CG) but with larger twin 1 1/4 inch SU 
carburettors and a close-ratio gearbox. The body- 
work was completely revamped, with the head-  

lights migrating to a more conventional position in the wings, either side of a full-width grille. At the 
rear, styling borrowed from the soon-to-be-announced MGB gave a similarly more modern look, with 
the added advantages of an opening boot lid and conventional rear bumper bar. The result was a far 
less eccentric-looking, but more attractive car which carried little extra weight. In contrast to the 
'frogeye', they are sometimes referred to as 'square-bodied' Sprites by enthusiasts. 
 

An MG version of the car was introduced in May 1961 as 'the new Midget', reviving a model name 
which had been a great success for the MG Car Company in the 1930s. The Midget was to prove more 
popular with the public than the Sprite and by 1972 had completely supplanted it within the BMC 
range. In October 1962 both Sprites and Midgets were given a long-stroke 1098cc engine (engine code 
10CG), which was also fitted in single carburettor form to the Austin A40 and Morris Minor 1000 
(which nevertheless remained the Minor 1000). A strengthened gearbox with Porsche (baulk-ring) 
synchromesh was introduced to cope with the extra power - a heady 56 bhp. Front disc brakes were 
also introduced at the same time and wire wheels became an option. 
 

Innocenti also produced their own version of the Sprite, using the standard production underframe 
(initially shipped out from England), but clothed in the sharpest of Italian suits, styled by the 
American Tom Tjaarda, then working at Carrozzeria Ghia. The Innocenti 950 Spider and later 1100 
Spider were produced from 1961 until 1968. 
  
 

The Mark III  
  
Production 1964-1966 
25,905 made 
 

The Mark III Sprite was also marketed as the Mark II MG Midget - 
differences between the two were again restricted to minor trim detailing. 
Though still 1098cc, the engine had a stronger block casting and the size of 
the crankshaft main bearings was increased to two inches (engine code 
10CC). 
 

  
 

A new (slightly) curved-glass windscreen was introduced 
with hinged quarterlights and wind-up side windows. 
Exterior door handles were provided for the first time, 
with separate door locks. Though the car could now be 
secured, with a soft-top roof the added protection was 
limited. The rear suspension was modified from quarter-
elliptic to semi-elliptic leaf springs, which gave a more 
comfortable ride for a near-negligible weight penalty. 

Though scarcely sybaritic, these changes helped the Sprite and Midget compete with the recently-
released Triumph Spitfire. 
 

There was a short run of vehicles (unknown number) in late 1963 with the Mk II body/interior but 
with the Mk III undercarriage/suspension modifications. 
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The Mark IV 
 
Production 1966-1971 
22,790 made 

Besides receiving the larger 1275 cc engine, the Mark IV and its cousin the 
Mark III MG Midget had several changes which were more than cosmetic. 
Most notable is the change from a removable convertible top, which had to 
be stowed in the boot, to a permanently-affixed, folding top of greatly 
improved design, which was much easier to use. Separate brake and clutch 
master cylinders were fitted, as car manufacturers' thoughts began to turn 
to making their products safer.  

On US market versions the larger engine sacrificed some of its performance through the use of smog 
pumps and other modifications to comply with federal emission control requirements. 
 

The Sprite was cancelled in 1971, being sold as simply the Austin Sprite that final year. There was no 
direct successor, as BL's extensive range already contained the similar MG Midget and Triumph 
Spitfire roadsters.  
 

The later MG Midgets, built from 1975-79, used the 1500 cc Triumph Spitfire engine, which had 
already been re-engineered to meet US emission controls, and a gearbox from the Morris Marina. 
They also had large, ugly black bumpers which were designed to meet the American '5 mph' impact 
regulations. 
 

Enthusiasts often refer to Sprites and Midgets collectively as "Spridgets". 
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If you’ve read through 	��������	  this far I have a good 
question recently seen on the British Enthusiast website that 
bears repeating. What do you like best about your little 
British car? While you’re at it, what do you like best about 
our club, its website and the newsletter? Anything you’d us 
like to do differently? Come on, let me hear from you: my 
email address is mgb_mga@yahoo.com. dj 
 
 
 
Disclaimer Statement.  The material contained in this newsletter and on this web site is intended for the entertainment and general use of members of the 
Piedmont British Motor Club, their families and friends.  The Piedmont British Motor Club maintains this web site to access general information about 
the club it’s sponsored events. and general information related to British Sports cars and the associated culture . Every effort will be made to correct 
errors brought to our attention.  
 
The club newsletter and its associated website has been compiled meticulously however, there is no guarantee that the information is either accurate or 
complete. The publisher and authors therefore do not accept liability for any damage resulting from actions or decisions based on the information 
contained herein. Users of this website are strongly advised to rely on their professional knowledge and experience, and to verify the information to be 
used. Users should also be aware that statements, insights and conclusions are made in good faith, so technical details in published articles should be re-
considered in the light of the latest research and development.  


