January 2008

Statesville, North Carolina

g ere's hoping that you are already enjoying a peaceful, safe and happy 2008,

First of all, on behalf of the whole club, I'd like to thank Esther Stoner for hecseaasilast year’s club president. We
two for the price of one so I'd also like to recognize Tyrone Stoner, Esthestsmand, for his contributions as well.

2008 promises to be an exciting year for our club. The Piedmont Bvlostr Club will be celebrating iturteenth yea
as a place where anyone who loves little British cars cam amekenjoy great company. WWave a brand new slate
officers under the leadership of Walter Curl and Robert Wasdum ave already planning exciting events for
members this year. Meanwhile, | am enjoying the privilege oflighibg this newsletter for the second year
is noteworthy that our club’s website has already received over hj@)8ince its creation last summer. | also hav
announcement that should make our club even more unique. Future editibad_afnut will irclude reports from ot
very own foreign correspondent, Hermann Egges, a Dutchman and MG asithii$&rmandiscovered an article in tl
Lugnut posted to our website that linked to his website and hobdyllecting automobile brochures. He oviwe MGs
and is a regular contributor to the MG Car Club in the N&thds So, | hope you will enjoy his ongoing reports, in
own words from the Netherlands starting with this issue.

The new officers and their
spouses met in Mocksville
with president, Walt Curl
and vice president, Bob
Wasson to discuss the
upcoming year’s activities
for the Piedmont British
Motor Club. Walt will be
discussing his plans during
the club’s next meeting later
this month. Hope to see you
there!

Hello friends.

The Dutch Chamber of Statistics

came with a report recently about
the growing amount of classic cars,
motorcycles and trucks in 2007

In 2007 the total amount of classia
cars, motorcycles and trucks, in
Holland has been doubled since

n \" “\\" ""‘-\l'l.' ¢
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Club officers and spouses gathered in Mocksville,

events.

Next Meeting of the
Piedmont British
Motor Club: Wise

Guys in Statesville,

NC, January 29, 2008

NC, January 3, 2008, to discuss the upcoming year's

2000.

About 323,000 classic cars,
motorcycles and trucks, older as 2
years are registered. This is about
2.5 % of the total amount. Six out
ten classics are cars. The amount

(continued page 2, column 1. see Hermahnn)
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of 204,000 classic cars in 2007 w|
68% higher as in 2000. The
number of classic motorcycles we
300% higher than in 2000, about
95,000. Classic trucks, vans and
busses came to a total amount of
24,000.

To drive a classic in Holland has

advantages. Classics older than 2% 11eless classic and one of the bel

years old can be driven road tax
free. Cars, older as 25 years, are
only inspected every two years
instead of each year. Classic cars
built before 1960 do not require
road inspections. All motorcycles
new and classic, are free for year
road inspection.

The roads are filled lately with a
lot of classic Mercedes Benzes.
Most are now 25 years old, road
tax free and only a two years
inspection is needed. Some use
diesel or LPG (natural gas) so it's
cheaper to drive these classics of
daily basis. Other popular daily
classics seen on Dutch roads are
Volvo Amazones, VW Beetles,
Peugeot 404s and the Citroen D
DS.

MG TD as comic character.

The MG TD has become a well
known car in Holland because it
was featured in a popular comic
strip. Jan Kruis, the author of the
comic strip, is also a member of t
MG T-type owners club Holland
and was inspired by the MG TD.
is the family car of the family
Tromp. Father Jan, Mother Jans
and their children Carlijn and
Catootje including their dog and

cat became well known comic

characters in Holland starting in
@$970s. The stories are humorous

and tell typical family situations
'Samiliar to many Dutch families.

Through the years the comic

characters changed a bit, except for

the red MG TD, which was the
same all the time. This says even
more that the MG TD. Itis a
examples of a 1950s British car.

Below is the 2 comedy album

* featuring Jan, Jans and the childré

from 1972.

y

RKind Regards,

Please check out my website:
www.car-brochures.nl

| hope you enjoy my column. If yo
have suggestions or questions: fe

free to contact me by e-mail:
h.egges@hetnet.nl

t
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What could be more natural ...
dad and his son out for an

a

safternoon drive in their MG.

Seems no matter where we live
there are always men dreaming
about fixing up their MGs...

Tim Egges. How could anyone
pass up a picture of a beautiful litt
Dutch boy wearing his wooden

shoes? Dad swears they are warm

in winter and he gardens in them,
but | still have my doubts.

le



The Goliath Hansa

Hi folks, Because we did not
publish a December issue of the
Lugnut the following article is a
little out of season. But John
Watson, who visited with us from
England last summer, was kind
enough to provide this update fro
his home in Abingdon. dj

Original Message ----

From: John Watson
<john.watson45@ntlworld.com>
To: mgb_mga@yahoo.com

Sent: Tuesday, December 11, 2007
Subject: RE: hello

Hi Danny,

Rick has asked me to send
you a few words on life in
Abingdon.

Abingdon in December is a
busy place, with the
Christmas lights being turne
on last week. Unlike NC we
have a very full River Thame
with some families still
hoping to move back in to
their homes before Christma
following last month’s floods

MG wise the MGB Register
had their annual rebuild
seminar. This year it was hel
at the Bicester Motor Sports
Centre, where young trainee
mechanics are prepared for
racing, rallying and other
motor sport interests.

M

jsecret with this job is not to

S

S

This year we used a 1978 BC(
that had been left to the MG
Car Club. Our technical man,
Danny Watters (see picture),
frequent visitor to America,
showed our audience how to
change a rear wheel seal as
well as a prop shaft bearing.

In another room we had a
company showing how to fit
new seat covers to a MGB
seat. This was interesting ant
followed by the covering of a
roadster cockpit rear rail. The

have any glue on the face sid

As mentioned, the MG Car
Club has been given a late
rubber bumper GT. It is greel
with deck chair seat covers

and has 48,000 genuine mile
on the clock. We intend using

it as a raffle price for member
dn anew

s[programme. The competition

jKind regards,

le.

—

membership drive

will go on for 10 months.
During this time various trade
auppliers have agreed to wo
on various parts of the car. |
have been given the job to
manage the BGT project ove
the next few months. We
intend taking it to as many
events as possible to promot
the competition.

After Christmas Gill and | wil
be packing our travel bags a
going to Hong Kong and Nev
Zealand, the only way to

enjoy some warm weather.

We would like to wish you all

a Merry Christmas and
Prosperous New Year.

John & Gill Watson
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----- Original Message ----

From: "hlwatkin@bellsouth.net"
<hlwatkin@bellsouth.net>

To: Undisclosed-
Recipient@yahoo.com

Sent: Monday, November 26, 200
9:43:15 AM

Subject: A car fact?

Here is a small bit of trivia from a
Yahoo group discussing SU
carburetors. | suspect it may be
true.

There is (or was) an old-establishg

contributed by Tyrone Stoner (above)

Here is a group picture from last fall’s mountain drive with the Raleig

MG Club that was forwarded to me recently. | believe that is Walt Cug

AH in the foreground. dj

shoe maker in England by the nar
of Lilly & Skinner. About a
hundred years ago the young
Skinner brothers, obviously
enthusiasts for the new horseless
carriages, designed and built their
own carburettor. Instead of the no
familiar polished aluminium
dashpot, the early Skinner
carburettor had a bellows made o
goat skin or calf skin (I forget
which). These were hand sewn by
old Mrs. Skinner.

S.U. stands for Skinners Union,
which was the company they
eventually formed to manufacture
their carbs. Eventually S.U. was
taken over by the Nuffield
Corporation, so there are links
between Morris & SU. | still reckor
)fﬂbey are the best carbs ever made
HA&ve a 1.75" SU on my Ital-enging
Minor, and an identical carb on my
1340cc Harley Davidson.
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---- Original Message ----

From: Tyrone Stoner
tstoner@mac.com

To: Danny Jacob
<mgb_mga@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 20
Tips on Pumping Gas worth
reading

Danny, Here is an e-mail sent to 1
by my daughter and future son-n-
law. | think you might be able to

put it in an up-coming newsletter.

TIPS ON PUMPING GAS!!!

My line of work is in petroleum for
about 31 years. Here are some
tricks to get more of your money's
worth for every gallon.

Here at the Kinder Morgan Pipelir
where | work in San Jose, CA we
deliver about 4 million gallons in g
24-hour period thru the pipeline.

One day is diesel the next day is jef,

fuel, and gasoline, regular and
premium grades. We have 34-
storage tanks here with a total
capacity of 16,800,000 gallons.

Only buy or fill up your car or
truck in the early morning when th
ground temperature is still cold.
Remember that all service station
have their storage tanks buried
below ground. The colder the
ground the more dense the
gasoline, when it gets warmer
gasoline expands, so buying in th
afternoon or in the evening....your
gallon is not exactly a gallon.

In the petroleum business, the
specific gravity and the temperatu
of the gasoline, diesel and jet fuel
ethanol and other petroleum
products plays an important role.

Subject : Rednecks

Two rednecks are out hunting, ar
as they are walking along they
come upon a huge hole in the

)Zﬂound. They approach it and are
amazed by the size of it.

NSome hole, | can't even see the
bottom. | wonder how deep it is?"
The second hunter says" | don't
know. Let's throw something dow
there and listen and see how long
takes to hit bottom.

The first hunter says “There’s thig
old transmission over here. Give
me a hand and we'll throw it in an
see." So, they pick it up and carry,
over, count one, two, three, and
&hrow it in the hole.

! They are standing there listening
and looking over the edge when
ey hear a rustling in the brush
behind them. As they turn around
they see a goat come crashing
through the brush, run up to the
hole, and jump in headfirst.

While they are standing there
8ooking at each other, looking in
the hole, and trying to figure out
Swhat that was all about, an old
farmer walks up.

"Say there", says the farmer, "yo
around here anywhere, did you?"

The first hunter says " Funny you
should ask, but we were just
standing here a minute ago and a
"'§oat came running out of the
' bushes and jumped headfirst

A

(Continued on page 6. See Tyrone’s Tip

The first hunter says “Wow, that's

N

5

b

fellers didn't happen to see my gaa

5)

](y had him chained to

d
' British car is a money hole

into this hole here!" And the old
farmer said “Why that's impossibl

D

a transmission.

Triangle Fasteners
Birmingham, AL

£

"A British Tar"

A parody written by annabemustangjock

<<

Fhose of you who have had to pu
up with a British car will
understand this fine song from
“HMS Pitiful” or “The Lass Who
Loathed her Rover.”

And creaks like a wooden cart
This moldy rolling cyst will be
ready to resist any early morning
start.

Its engine clanks and its lights
won't work emits one flame, then
just plays the berk*

Its fluids have leaked and it needs a
tow and its oil pan has tried another
knock-out blow

Its life will end via engine fire
Your head with shame be hung
You always will look down with a
disappointed frown on this four-
vtvheeled piece of dung

Its horn may beep (then its wiring
shorts) its fenders rust and it *ma
run (forced)

/*

=

Your lights then flash, people thin
you're rude and give you lots of
single-fingered hand salutes and
loud horn toots, and angry moods

and throwing food...
* berk: a stupid person




(Tyrone’s Tips)

1-degree rise in temperature is a
deal for this business. But the
service stations do not have
temperature compensation at the
pumps.

When you're filling up DO NOT
squeeze the trigger of the nozzle
a fast mode. If you look you will
see that the trigger has three (3)
stages: low, middle, and high. In
slow mode you should be pumpin
on low speed,

thereby minimizing the vapors tha
are created while you are pumpin

All hoses at the pump have a vap
return. If you are pumping on the
fast rate, some of the liquid that
goes to your tank becomes vapor
Those vapors are being sucked u
and back into the underground
storage tank so you're getting less
worth for your money.

One of the most important tips is {
fill up when your gas tank is HALFR
FULL or HALF EMPTY. The

reason for this is, the more gas you

have in your tank the less air
occupying its empty space.
Gasoline evaporates faster than y
can imagine. Gasoline storage
tanks have an internal floating rog
This roof serves as zero clearanc
between the gas and the
atmosphere, so it minimizes the
evaporation. Unlike service
stations, here where | work,
every truck that we load is
temperature compensated so tha
every gallon is actually the exact
amount.

Another reminder: If there is a
gasoline truck pumping into the
storage tanks when you stop to b
gas, DO NOT fill up—most

9
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likely the gasoline is being stirred

up as the gas is being delivered,

and you might pick up some of th

dirt that normally settles on the
[dottom.

Hope this will help you get the
most value for your money.

—t
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Grand Prize Winning

Paragraph at 2005 Annual
PSan Jose State University
SBad Writing Contest

"As he stared at her ample boson
Ohe daydreamed of the dual
L"Stromberg carburetors in his
vintage Triumph Spitfire, highly
functional yet pleasingly formed,
perched prominently on top of the
intake manifold, aching for
%xperienced hands, the small
Yhurled caps of the oil dampenerg
begging to be inspected and
_adjusted as described in chapter
“seven of the shop manual.”

—h

£

Many of you might know Jeff Zorn, of the
LBC Co, where some of us buy our Britis
car parts at Moss discounted prices. Jeff
was kind enough to let me reprint his

experiences last Fall in Wilmington, NC.

Brits and Battleships -
Wilmington Event

D

The 2007 show season for Jan ar
is history as we make our way ba
to Michigan from our last event in
Wilmington, NC.

This past week my friend Jim
Watch flew into Tampa for the
“road trip” to NC. We had a couplé
of relaxing days in Palm Harbor
before setting off on Thursday for
the Brits and Battleship British an
Euro Car Show presented by the
British Motor Club of The Cape
Fear, where over120 British and
about 30 Yank and Euro cars
participated.

We arrived in Wilmington after a
13 hour drive Thursday evening
and then Friday took a tour of the
USS North Carolina, one of the
massive battleships from World
War Il. It sure was impressive to
see this floating city that was hom

have included a few photos of the
ship for those that are curious.

After our tour, we took the short
ride over to the airport to pick up

We took a short tour of Fort Fishe
which protected Wilmington durin
the Civil War as the last port oper
to blockade runners. Fort Fisher

(Continued: Brits & Battleships page 7)

to about 2300 men during the watr.
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Jan who had flown in for the show.
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(Brits & Battleships)

fell in January of 1865 in the
largest combined land sea battle i
history to that date. Jim was in aw
of the history there as he is a big
Civil War buff.

Friday evening the club had a pre
show get together at a local pub,
which was very well attended |
might add. We some friends from
the Charleston club there and the
said they missed us last weekend
their event. Hopefully next year w
can make that one too if scheduliy
permits. There were three events
that Saturday and, of course, we
could only be at one.

Saturday morning we were up at
dawn to get set up at the Battlesh
which was the site of the show.

Arriving at about 7:30AM, we

chose a spot and set up our ware
There were a couple of good food
vendors, a racing uniform vendor
and a local crafts’ vendor as well.

The weather was about perfect af
the venue beautiful with the USS
North Carolina in the background
(there was also a Bronze Star
ceremony on deck at the same
time) and the Cape Fear River on
the other side. Temps were in the
upper 60’s all day under a clear
blue sky. Cars began to arrive
about 9AM and by 10:30 the field
was pretty much filled.

Jim took several pictures for us as
he walked the grounds during the
day. Door prizes were announced
nall day long and in the afternoon
ghere was live entertainment. The
large combo and singer kept the
crowds pleased with big band ang
American Standards for about twg
- hours until just before the awards
2:30. It truly was a nice touch for
the participants.

ySome of the unusual cars were a
4934 MG PB police car, Porsche
eSpeedster, a beautiful Rolls Royc
nguite a few Morgan cars, an
unusual new MINI that was Supet
and Turbo (thought it was a V8
when it pulled in), some Detroit
Muscle cars and even a lone Briti
Motorbike.

ip
Awards were presented right on
time and before you knew it was 4
over for the day and, for us, for th
syear. We took our time packing
since we were staying over that
night and had time to have an
enjoyable seafood dinner.

1dGunday morning we hit the road a
5AM for the 15+ hour drive back t
Detroit. Along the way we enjoyec
a really nice fall. To our dismay,
diesel was pushing $3.50 a gallor
with no end in sight after the lates
round of crude increases this wee

5

» Detroit from Tampa via

edistance shows if it does. | would

shnd suggestions if you have any.

[@)]

)
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In an effort to save fuel and drivin
time, our plan this fall of leaving
the truck and trailer down south,
and flying back and forth using
frequent flyer miles with only a fey
purchased tickets worked well.
Even so the fuel cost to return to

at/ilmington was still $567 one wa
- YIKES. Hopefully these
increasing costs do not affect the
show tour for 2008. We may be
hard pressed to continue to do as
many events; especially long

hate to see this happen since the
shows are a lot of fun to do and y:
folks seem to like to have us at

your events. We are open to idea

—

Little British Car Co., Ltd.
29311 Aranel
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
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The New TRIUMPH

Rumors have been floating
around about a new Triumph
car for a couple of years now,
being produced by BMW.

Which vintage Triumph was the
new car going to take it's shape
from, TR2, TR4, TR6 or the
TR8! Although it is not a
reality yet, there are now
pictures of what it may look
like. According to photos
shown on this website, the TR4
won out.

In the first of two shock scoops
about one car giant this week,
Auto Express can exclusively
uncover exciting plans by
BMW to bring back one of
Britain’s best-loved marques.
Triumph is on to a winner!

Last week the firm announced
its plans for the future. Part of
this strategy was the
introduction of the long-awaited
SUV version of the MINI — but
bosses also described why they
are aiming to expand the
company with new brands.

Despite speculation that Jaguar,
Land Rover and Volvo are in
the frame as targets for
acquisition, our sources have
suggested that BMW will add to
its portfolio by reviving a

classic badge — and Triumph is
top of the list. The historic
British marque, which the
maker took over when it bought
MG Rover in 1994, would be a
clear choice to market a rival
for the new Chinese-owned MG
TF roadster.

Our pictures reveal what a
modern Triumph car could look
like, taking its styling
inspiration from the classic
TRA4. Just as the new MINI's
design was heavily influenced
by the Sixties classic, a
reinvented Triumph would be a
retro remake.

BMW is committed to
launching more premium
models as it bids to gain a
bigger slice of the most
lucrative areas of the new car
market. These pictures show
how an upmarket two-seater
could offer a premium
alternative to the Mazda MX-5.
With a raft of class-leading
engines and platforms in the
BMW stable, the roadster
would be a force to be reckoned
with. However, there are
obstacles to overcome before
any Triumph car could be built.

One problem may be Triumph
the motorcycle manufacturer.
The firm confirmed the car and
motorbike brands are separately
owned. A spokeswoman for the
firm told us: "BMW owns the

rights to Triumph Cars, which is
entirely separate from Triumph
Motorcycles. We are therefore
not privy to any activities they
may be planning and are unable
to comment".

As well as using the household
name to market a new roadster,
BMW would benefit from
having Triumph models to test
its low-weight materials and
new technologies before using
them on mainstream cars. But
bosses will be watching with
interest Audi’s relationship with
the Austrian motorbike maker
KTM, which has already led to
the production of the X-Bow
track-day car.

In a recent statement chairman
of the board of management at
the blue propellor, Norbert
Reithofer, said,“The BMW
Group explored all the options
for future growth during the
strategic review, including
potential acquisitions or the
creation of a fourth brand.
However, this would require the
new automotive brand to be a
perfect fit for the company.”

No official comment has been
made about the Triumph
project, but British car fans can
expect to hear more on the
ambitious plans by the end of
the year.



Hi folks,

One of the items left on the
burner last year was whether
or not we wanted a club
badge for our cars. Bob
Ravich, Tyrone Stoner and |
have been checking out
sources and we’re looking
for ideas to crystallize the
project and best represent

the club on our car’s badge (facsimile)
bars. Please take a look at
some representative badges.
If you have an idea what a .

: " ~arolip.
Piedmont British Car Club (/aiw_._’”"f.s-

badge might look like don't
hesitate to let us know.

There will be further
discussions about this
project at future club
meetings.

Replacing Worn MGB
Front Shock Dampers

by Clifton Gordon

If your MGB is bouncing around
more than normal or you frequent
have to add fluid to your shock
dampers, it’s time to inspect the
shock dampers and replace them
they are bad. A few weeks ago |
noted my 74 MGB wasn’t driving
and riding as well as it should. |
checked each front shock by
pushing the front corners down ar
noting if the front end would
bounce more than one time. The
left was good, but the right side
bounced several times. This
indicated the shock was probably
bad. A closer inspection showed
the shock had a bad leak. | orderg
a pair of front shocks from World
Wide Auto Parts-Madison. Phone
800-362-1025.

http://www.nosimport.com/

| have no financial interest in
WWAP, I'm just a satisfied
\eustomer. The shocks arrived abd
three days later. With replacemen
shocks in hand it was time to get
ipusy. My procedure is based on 3
MGB, but with some slight
procedure changes it should also
work for MGA and perhaps
Midget’s. This procedure assume
wyou don’t need to rebuild any othe
front end parts. The procedure is
more involved if other front
suspension parts need replacing
rebuilding.

Tools needed are usual hand tool
sdncluding a torque wrench, clean
rags, brake cleaner or some type
cleaner, a floor jack and jack
stands. | also recommend some
anti-seize. If you don’t have an aif

compressor and impact wrench,
loosen the wheel lug nuts about a
half turn. If you have wire wheels
slightly loosen the knock offs. Jac
ube front wheels and place jack
tstands under the car. | position th
jack stands under the wishbone
Irpivot pins. Lower the jack and
check that the car is stable and
secure. Remove one wheel. Placg
the jack near the outer end of the
swishbone arms close to the lower
rtrunnion. Jack the wishbone high
enough for the shock arms to cleg
the rebound buffer. You want abo,
nt1%”" clearance (see photo).
Important, be sure the jack is
locked so it will not start dropping
sIf you are concerned about the
spring coming out, it can be tied
with a chain through the spring p3
and spring.

(Continued page 10 column 1 see Shock
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(shocks)

The car is now ready for removal
of the upper fulcrum pin from the
shock arms and upper trunnion.

This can be a difficult bolt to
remove and in some cases it will
have to be cut out or you can use
heat to remove it. If you still canng

get it out, you may have to considefighten the trunnion nut on the

doing some additional front end
servicing which is beyond the
scope of this article. | used anti-
seize on my fulcrum pin when |
rebuilt the front end several years
ago. The fulcrum pin was easy to
remove. After the pin is removed,
the shock arm can be lifted up to
clear the trunnion. If it doesn’t
come off, loosen the bolt in the
shock arms and spread the arms
apart with a pry bar. Remove the
four shock mounting bolts. A long
9/16” socket is best for removal.
Lift off the shock and clean the
parts as needed. Coat the shock
mounting bolts and fulcrum pin
with anti-seize.

Install the replacement shock and
torque the mounting bolts to 43-4
Ib. ft. Move the shock arm and kin
pin assembly to align the upper
trunnion bushes with the shock arf
fulcrum pin holes. | had to loosen

the shock arm bolt and spread the

arms with a bar to get them over
the bushes. A long alignment tool
helps get the parts aligned. Instal
the fulcrum pin and nut, but do ng
fully tighten the nut. Tighten the
bolt in the shock arm. Lower the
jack, install the wheel and tighten

the lug nuts or knock off. See phagto

of the installed shock. Repeat the
instructions for the other side. Aft¢
both shocks are installed, jack the
front of the car and remove the ja

stands. Lower the jack and roll th¢
car a short distance to settle the
suspension. With the suspension
loaded turn the steering to providé
clearance for access to the fulcru
pin nut, tighten the nut, no torque
specified, but it should be tight
enough to clamp the bushings in
pthe trunnion. Install the cotter pin.

other side and you are done. The
reason the suspension was loade
to tighten the fulcrum pin nuts is
because the bushings are suppos
to twist and not move when the
suspension compresses or
rebounds. Loading the suspensio
allows the bushings to be clampe
at the normal ride height.

It's time to take a test drive.
Changing the shocks will usually
improve the ride and general
handling of the car. The front
wheel alignment is not disturbed

using this procedure and should ng§

need checking. Safety fast.
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Dash-pot oils: Question for the
Club: Whatyathink?

Dave Pearn, Ontario, Canada
| have always used ATHn my
HS-4 carbs & it seems to do the |
ut | have seen "Dash-pot oil" for
sale in the catalogues. Is it any
better or should | stick with the
ATF. FWIW, Its just used in the
warm weather.

John Z, Ann Arbor, MI

Nominal spec is 20W, ATF is
10W, | was told to use straight
30W, as it enhances damping
action (i.e. slows it) and causes a
slightly richer mixture, for slightly
beter throttle response - It's a
theory. Most people use 20w50
engine oil with good results. | don
think use of 10W ATF hurts
anything - but if you go through
20W-50 by the quart anyway, |
wouldn't recommend the expense
and bother of a specific carb
damping oil, when the stuff you

(See Dashpot Qils, Page 11, Column 1)
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(Dashpot oils)

need is on the shelf in your
garage anyway. | suppose the
actual dash pot oil is the
otherwise hard to find 20W,
but, again, is it going to be that
much better than easier to find
20W-50 or straight 30W?

Scott K, Daytona Beach, Fl -
| saw some SU damper oil
somewhere awhile ago and

bought it, and have been using
it ever since. The oil is a very
dark blue, but otherwise does
seem to be about like 20W. I've
also gone the 20w50 route

see if there was any difference
and | really couldn't notice

any.

This was on a set of HIFs by the
way.
Andy Preston, California,

| use 5W30 and it works fine
I've tried really thin oil like 3 in
1, and it doesn't seem to make
any perceivable difference.

Steve S., Virginia, USA
Use the same oil that you've
got in your engine

What it takes to own an MG. ..!suppose it applies to any little british car?

1. Are you ready to love this car,
unconditionally?

2. Do you realize that you will
have to understand almost
everything about this car,
including the engine, transmission,
brakes, carburators, etc?

3. If you already know about cars,
are you willing to learn a whole
new vocabulary?

4. Are you willing to associate
constantly with other MG owners?

5. Do you know a nearby
mechanic expert about MGs?

6. Are you willing to get greasy?
All over? In your eyes, hair, skin,
clothing, etc?

7. Are you willing to shed blood?
8. Do you own a fire extinguisher?
9. Do you realize that this will cost
more money than you can sell it
for?

10. If you already own tools, are

you willing to purchase a whole
new set?

11. Do you possess a large
vocabulary of four-letter words?

12. Is your spouse or Significant
Other an MG lover? (If yes, skip

13. Are you familiar with the
process for divorce or separation
with a S.0.?

14. Do you have another, reliable
car?

15. Do you have garage space? For

the car, parts, tools, more parts,
etc.?

16. Do you have a problem with
puddles of oil?

17. Puddles of gasoline?

18. Puddles of blood?

19. Do you know what Hypoid oil
is, its applications, and the
difference between it and
crankcase 0il?

20. Are you sure you love this car?

21. Do you think 'A little rust' is
O.K.?

22. Can you recognize 'a lot' of
rust?

23. Does seeing daylight through
your floorboards bother you?

24. Are you willing to drive
without musical entertainment so
that you can enjoy the
incomparable pleasure of listening
to your engine run, and attempt to
listen for new problems as the
develop?

25. Do you love this car above all
others?

26. Do you worry what other
people think?

27. Do you think purchasing an
MG is a practical decision?

28. How do you feel about people
asking you "What year is that
Karmann-Ghia?"

29. Are you sure you're feeling all
right today?

30. Are you taking any
medication?

31. Have you ever paid money to
ride in an MG?

32. Isn't your relationship with this
car a little unnatural?
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How Many Healey Listers
does it take to change a light
bulb? (Courtesy "Alex in Maine")

One to change the light bulb
and two 2 to post that the light
bulb has been changed.

14 to share similar experiences
of changing light bulbs and how
the light bulb could have been
changed differently.

7 to caution about the dangers
of changing light bulbs

one to move it to the Lighting
section

2 to argue then move it to the
Electricals section

7 to point out spelling/grammar
errors in posts about changing
light bulbs

5 to flame the spell checkers

3 to correct spelling/grammar
flames

6 to argue over whether it's
"lightbulb™ or "light bulb" --
another 6 to condemn those six
as stupid

3 standards zealots to point out
that light bulbs have been
deprecated in the LB2.1 spec

one to call upon everybody to
ignore this deprecation

Two industry professionals to
inform the group that the proper
term is "lamp”

15 know-it-alls who claim that
they were in the industry, and

that "light bulb" is perfectly
correct

19 to post that this forum is not
about light bulbs and to please
take this discussion to a
lightbulb forum

11 to defend the posting to this
forum saying that we all use
light bulbs and therefore the
posts are relevant to this forum

36 to debate which method of
changing light bulbs is superior,
where to buy the best light
bulbs, what brand of light bulbs
work best for this technique and
what brands are faulty

7 to post URL's where one can
see examples of different light
bulbs

4 to post that the URL's were
posted incorrectly and then post
the corrected URL's

3 to post about links they found

from the URL's that are relevant
to this group which makes light

bulbs relevant to this group

13 to link all posts to date,
guote them in their entirety
including all headers and
signatures, and add "Me Too"

5 to post to the group that they
will no longer post because they
cannot handle the light bulb
controversy

4 to say "didn't we go through
this already a short time ago?"

13 to say "do a Google search
on light bulbs before posting
guestions about light bulbs”

one lurker to respond to the
original post six months from
now and start it all over again.

Reprinted from
My Austin-Healey BN-6
British Humor by John Sims
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Please remember that
the success of this
newsletter depends on
club member’s
support. So send us
pictures of your car(s)
and interesting
articles you've read
(this is not just a
newsletter for MG
owners). Classifieds
also accepted. FREE!
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