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              July 2008 ���������	�           Statesville, North Carolina 

 
 

PJ’s Great Adventure! 
 

June was the month for the 
annual meeting of MG 
owners and their cars 
nationwide. This year “MG 
2008” was held in Valley 
Forge, Pennsylvania and one 
of our own members made 
the trip along with his best 
friend, Claire. I asked PJ to 
share his adventures with the 
club so we’ve been receiving 
routine updates of the trip 
via the internet.  
�
�
�
�  

   

 
 
June 21st was the Mountain Drive led by Ken and Patricia 
Nicks. The weather was perfect, and as usual, most 
everyone enjoyed the fried chicken at the Bluffs on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway. 
 

 

Remember the Club 
Picnic is this weekend, 
Saturday, July 19th!! 
Directions are posted 
on the websiteto. 
Questions? Contact 
our host, Bob Ravisch. 
   
*************************** 
 

Please plan to attend 
the next meeting of the 
Piedmont British 
Motor Club, 6PM, 
July 29th at the Wise 
Guys Restaurant, 
Statesville, NC.  

 

      
                       PJ & Claire 
 

Sunday, June 22, 2008  
Day 1 (MG2008) Road-trip 
 
Hello Danny & fellow members of 
PBMC, NCMGC, family & friends: 
 

It seemed a bit like prep for a 
summit climb up Everest rather 
than 175 miles of  the Blue Ridge 
Pkwy, most of yesterday and this 
morning were spent with the last 
minute three page checklist. The  
 
(See Valley Forge page 2 column 1) 

 

Please Read This Club 
Alert: Your Attention is 
Needed!      
 

       
 

This was bought up during the last 
meeting. Please consider whether 
we want to participate as a club. 
Every member needs to judge 
whether he or she has the time or 
inclination to make this a 
successful club event.�
�
�
�
�  
 

Hello fellow auto enthusiast, 
 
Time is growing near and as you 
may know, the Winston-Salem 
Concours d'Elegance event  
 
(see Concours, page 3 column 3) 

 
MOORESVILLE CRUISE- IN   
MINI BRITISH INVASION   
 

SATURDAY AUGUST 2  
  
British cars 30 years or older 
should met at Water Tower Square 
parking lot at the corner of Hwy 
150 and Iredell Avenue in 
Mooresville.  This is next to 
McDonalds and diagonally across 
from ABC store.   
 
We will meet between 3 and 3:30 
Saturday, August 2.  Please email 
me at sjcashion@yahoo.com  by 
July 25 if you plan to attend so we 
will have a head count for reserved 
space.   
 
We plan to leave parking lot at 3:30 
and caravan to reserved spots.  
Hope to hear from all of you.   
  
�
�������
���
�������
���
�������
���
�������
��� ���
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(Valley Forge) 
 

older I get the more stuff I need, not  
to mention the parts and bits for the 
30 year old MGB I’m driving as 
well as all the dog stuff. Claire, a 75 
lb. female German Sheppard, is 
coming along for the ride.  I don't 
know whether the smiles, waves 
and double takes are for the car, the 
dog or the bozo behind the wheel.  
 

 
 

 It was probably a combination of 
all the above.  We had a great ride 
despite two hours of liquid 
sunshine.  The clouds did obscure 
some of the overlooks but the sun 
came out near the Peaks of Otter.  
From that part of the parkway 
distant valleys are alternately 
visible to the East then a few 
minutes later to the West.  It doesn't 
get a whole lot better in a LBC.  
Tomorrow I plan to check out the 
D-Day memorial in Bedford, Va., 
Popular Forest (Jefferson's other 
home), and enjoy the rest of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway and the 
Skyline Drive. 
Cheers, 
��������� ���
                     �  
 
Wednesday, June 25, 2008  
 Day 2 (MG 2008)  Road Trip 
 

Monday...June 23rd.  After a night 
of heavy rain, thunder and 
lightening, we awoke to clear skies 
and 70 degrees which is open air 
driving weather at its best. I did 
have to 
 
 

sop up water from the floorboards 
before getting going.  Before 
heading north on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway (BRP), Claire and I spent 
an hour at the D-Day Memorial in 
Bedford, Va.  History enthusiasts 
don't want to miss this site. It is  
very well done and the location has 
incredible views of the mountains.  
Next was a quick visit to Poplar 
Forest, Thomas Jefferson's 
personal retreat near Lynchburg, 
Va.  By mid day we were cruising 
north on the BRP.  What a great 
road!  Just 25 miles of cool 
motoring later we arrived at 
Rockfish Gap. There it becomes 
known as the Skyline Drive (SLD), 
admission $15, speed limit drops 
from 45 on BRP to 35 on SLD.  
Traffic has been extremely light 
with gas on the SLD priced at 
$4.29, regular.  Motorcycles 
outnumber autos 2 to 1 and RVs 
are seldom seen.  While taking a 
stretch break at one of the 
spectacular overlooks a family 
from California stopped to “meet 
the dog in the MG".  As MG 
owners hear frequently, they had 
owned a MGBGT and wished they 
still had it. The California kids had 
a great time throwing sticks 
for Claire to fetch. Claire had fun 
showing off, even playing soccer 
with a rock.  We talked cars and 
took some photos then it was time 
to hit the road again.  An hour later 
we pulled into Big Meadows 
Center just in time to raise the top 
prior to a frog drowning 
downpour. The storm lasted an 
hour then we drove through the 
mist of the evaporating rain to our 
exit for an overnight in Luray, Va.  
The sun would be setting soon as 
we wrapped up the second day of 
this adventure and the question is:  
are we having too much fun? 
 
����

 

   
 
 
Thursday, June 26, 2008 
Day 3 (MG 2008) Road Trip  
 

Another picture perfect morning 
greeted us as Claire and I took a 
morning walk in Luray, Va.  We 
checked all the fluid levels and 
were pleased to find that the only 
fluid we had to add was petrol, 
$$$. We tried the "doggles" 
[sunglasses made for pets] again, 
but Claire doesn't like to wear them 
so we were off for a great day of 
top down driving on the SLD.  The 
time just flew by and the next thing 
we knew we were in Front Royal, 
VA. After a quick stop for lunch, 
we were off again using maps we 
acquired a few months ago.  Our 
scenic byways route took us 
through Harpers Ferry, WVa. and 
on toward Frederick, MD to our 
overnight accommodations in 
Thurmont, MD.  Having a 200+ or 
- mileage goal each day is working 
out just fine.  We have time to stop 
when we see something interesting 
or just to stretch and take a  
        

          
 
 
(see Day Three page 3 column 2) 
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(Day Three) 
 

walk.  Claire and I both love to ride 
in the but it's nice to take frequent 
breaks.  We made it all day without 
encountering a raindrop..YEAH! 
 

Friday, June 27, 2008 
Day 4 (MG 2008) 
 

Hello everyone, 
 

Oh what a beautiful morning as 
Claire and I motor along Route 15 
north from Thurmont, MD.  After 
crossing the state line into PA., we 
went through Pennsylvania Dutch 
country on Highway 30.  The rural 
landscape was interrupted briefly as 
we went through York then 
Lancaster. This is the shortest leg of 
the four days of travel which started 
in Winston-Salem on Sunday and 
ended at the Sheraton Park Ridge in 
King of Prussia, PA. at 2:00pm 
Wed.  I met the Tetlows who 
shipped a MGB-V8 roadster from 
the UK for the show and a five- 
week USA tour. They will be 
getting married next week in 
Canada. The crew from Raleigh, 
NCMGCC, arrived reporting only a 
few minor repair issues enroute.  
My son Kevin, who lives in Philly, 
came to the hotel to visit the old 
man, see lots of MGs and of course 
get a very warm greeting 
from Claire!!  Kevin works for a 
State Dept. contractor in the 
Passport office in Philly. It's been a 
fantastic ride and, now 3 full days 
of action packed MG events. 
 
Safety Fast, 
 
��������� ���
 
 

 

        
   
 

           
 
         
 

June 29, 2008   
Subject: Day 6-8 MG 2008 
 
I hope to do this again.  I've had so 
much fun at this national 
convention of MG enthusiasts.   
 
The networking and socials were a 
blast. Tech sessions very 
informative.  More sight seeing and 
local drives than one could do in 
two weeks. 
 
Pictures were collected by the host 
club and will be available to order 
soon, this might make an 
interesting slide show presentation 
at an upcoming meeting. Claire and  
 
I am going to close for now, it's 
time to load the MG B and head 
east then south.  Our next stop is 
on the Eastern Shore just accross 
the Maryland state line in 
Chincoteague, VA. 
 
 
(See more of PJ’s Trip page 15, column 1) 

(Concours) 
 

will be held at Graylyn 
International Conference Center in 
Winston on September 19-21, 
2008. In addition to the theme of 
Fine Autos, Wine & Art, we wish 
to have the cars grouped into three 
major divisions. First and foremost, 
the Concours automobiles, then the 
club or personal cars and finally the 
rare, exotic and super cars that 
sponsors will have on display. 
 
If you are active with a car club or 
organization and would like to 
have this event on your calendar, 
we would like to supply you with a 
special parking area and a 10 x 10 
tent to promote your group.  Use 
this to show off your best autos, 
display model cars and generate 
interest in your club for potentially 
new members.  Bring a club 
banner to hang on the tent.  An 
award will be made to the 
outstanding group or club 
presentation. 
 
We need a contact for each group 
This person(s) would be 
responsible for promoting, 
contacting and gathering their 
group together.  This appointed, 
designated or volunteer person 
would act as Captain. (Jim Brown 
was drafted as our club contact 
during the last meeting). After the 
presentation of trophies for the 
Concours cars, we will call upon 
each Captain to come down and 
present a trophy to their group's 
most outstanding car.  So you 
would have a car show within a car 
show! 
 
��
�����������	������
�����������	������
�����������	������
�����������	����  
Executive Directors  
828-754-0013 
 

Email or call PBMC contact Jim 
Brown now!!!  
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 A d v e r t i s e m e n t   

     
 

 

  
 

Welcome to the British Connection! We bring to you the best selection of Imported British Foods, Sweets, 
Beverages, Teas, Bath & Body products. We are located in Historic Smithville, NJ. a short drive from Atlantic 
City and only 50 miles from Philadelphia. You can shop online, or stop by and say hello.... 
 

 

 
The British Connection 
 

www.yourbritishconnection.com 
 

615 E. Moss Mill Rd. - Shop #55 
Smithville NJ 08205 
609-404-4444 

   

     

 

      
                                                                             
 

�������������������� �������	
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HAMMER: Originally 
employed as a weapon of 
war, the hammer nowadays 
is used as a kind of divining 
rod to locate expensive car 
parts not far from the object 
we are trying to hit. 

MECHANIC'S KNIFE: Used to 
open and slice through the 
contents of cardboard 
cartons delivered to your 
front door works 
particularly well on boxes 
containing convertible tops 
or tonneau covers. 

ELECTRIC HAND DRILL: 
Normally used for spinning 
steel Pop rivets in their 

holes, but it also works great 
for drilling rollbar mounting 
holes in the floor of a sports 
car just above the brake line 
that goes to the rear axle. 

HACKSAW: One of a family of 
cutting tools built on the 
Ouija board principle. It 
transforms human energy 
into a crooked, 
unpredictable motion, and 
the more you attempt to 
influence its course, the 
more dismal your future 
becomes. 

VISE-GRIPS: Used to round off 
bolt heads. If nothing else is 
available, they can also be 
used to transfer intense 
welding heat to the palm of 
your hand. 

OXYACETELENE TORCH: 
Used almost entirely for 
lighting those stale garage 
cigarettes you keep hidden 
in the back of the socket 
drawer because you can 
never remember to buy 
lighter fluid for the Zippo 
lighter you got from the PX 
at Fort Campbell. 

DRILL PRESS: A tall upright 
machine useful for suddenly 
snatching flat metal bar 
stock out of your hands so 
that it smacks you in the 
chest and flings your beer 
across the room, splattering 
it against the Rolling Stones 
poster over the bench 
grinder. 

WIRE WHEEL: Cleans rust off 
old bolts and then throws 
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them somewhere under the 
workbench with the speed 
of light.  

HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK: 
Used for lowering the 
Interceptor to the ground 
after you have changed the 
spark plugs and trapping the 
jack handle firmly under the 
exhaust system and cracking 
the exhaust manifold. 

PHONE: Tool for calling your 
neighbor to see if he has 
another hydraulic floor jack. 

SNAP-ON GASKET 
SCRAPER: Theoretically 
useful as a sandwich tool for 
spreading mayonnaise used 
mainly for getting dog-doo 
off your boot. 

E-Z OUT BOLT AND STUD 
EXTRACTOR: A tool that 
snaps off in bolt holes and is 
ten times harder than any 
known drill bit. 

TIMING LIGHT: A 
stroboscopic instrument for 
illuminating grease buildup 
on crankshaft pulleys. 

TWO-TON HYDRAULIC 
ENGINE HOIST: A handy 
tool for testing the tensile 
strength of ground straps 
and hydraulic clutch lines 
you may have forgotten to 
disconnect. 

CRAFTSMAN 1/2 x 16-INCH 
SCREWDRIVER: A large 
motor mount prying tool 
that inexplicably has an 
accurately machined 
screwdriver tip on the end 
without the handle. 

BATTERY ELECTROLYTE 
TESTER: A handy tool for 
transferring sulfuric acid 
from car battery to the 
inside of your toolbox after 
determining that your 
battery is dead as a doornail, 
just as you thought. 

TROUBLE LIGHT: The 
mechanic's own tanning 
booth. Sometimes called a 
drop light, it is a good 
source of vitamin D, "the 
sunshine vitamin" which is 
not otherwise found under 
cars at night. Health benefits 
aside, its main purpose is to 
consume 40-watt light bulbs 
at about the same rate that 
105-mm howitzer shells 
might be used during, say, 
the first few hours of the 
Battle of the Bulge. More 
often dark than light, its 
name is somewhat 
misleading. 

PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER: 
Normally used to stab the 
lids of old-style paper-and-
tin oil cans and splash oil on 
your shirt can also be used, 
as the name implies, to 
round off Phillips screw 
heads. 

AIR COMPRESSOR: A 
machine that takes energy 
produced in a coal-burning 
power plant 200 miles away 
and transforms it into 
compressed air that travels 
by hose to a Chicago 
Pneumatic impact wrench 
that grips rusty suspension 
bolts last tightened 40 years 
ago by someone in West 
Bromwich, and rounds them 
off. 

                   £ 
 
Top Gear: Check it out! 
 

 

January 15, 2008 The popular 
BBC car show "Top Gear" 
reved  up a U.S. edition. NBC  
ordered a pilot for "Gear" to be 
produced by BBC Worldwide 
Prods. Like the original, it will 
be a mix of cars, humor and 
celebrities. 
 

Top Gear is an Emmy Award-
winning BBC television series 
about motor vehicles, mainly 
cars.  
 

It began in 1977 as a 
conventional motoring 
magazine show. Over time, and 
especially since a relaunch in 
2002, it has developed a quirky, 
humorous style.  
 

The program is estimated to 
have 385 million viewers 
worldwide and 11 million 
viewers each week. The show is 
presented by Jeremy Clarkson, 
Richard Hammond, James May 
and The Stig, an anonymous 
test driver. In 2007 it was one of 
the most pirated television 
shows in the world.  

 

In each episode a celebrity is 
interviewed by Clarkson. Then, 
Clarkson, the guest and the 
studio audience watch footage 
of the guest's fastest lap around 
the Top Gear test track. The 
times are recorded on a leader 
board.  
 

Check it out on your cables 
BBC Network 
 

            £ 
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Famous TV Cars 
 

There is no doubt that the 
automobile reached iconic 
status among Americans after 
WWII.  
 

Most of us grew up in love with 
dad’s new 2-ton Pontiac or 
Chrysler with its acres of 
ornate, shiny chrome and 
horsepower that could pull a 
locomotive if required. So, it 
was not unexpected that along 
the way cars became 
prominently featured in our 
entertainment, especially 
television or the telly as the 
Brits call it.  
 

Car 54 (1961 - 1963) One of 
my early favorites was the 
adventures of NYPD officers 
Gunther Toody (Joe E. Ross) 
and Francis Muldoon (Fred 
Gwynne) in the fictional 53rd 
Precinct in the The Bronx.    
 

Who can ever forget the 
opening song “There's a hold up 
in the Bronx, Brooklyn's broken 
out in fights/ There's a traffic 
jam in Harlem that's backed up 
to Jackson Heights/ There's a 
scout troop short a child, 
Khrushchev's due at Idlewild! 
Car 54 where are you?” 
 

        
             (From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) 

 

Route 66 (1960 - 1964) 
Route 66 is an American TV 
series in which two young men 
traveled across America. The 
series is best remembered for its  

Corvette convertible and its 
instrumental theme song 
(composed and performed by 
Nelson Riddle), which became 
a major pop hit. George 
Maharis reported that "the red 
Corvette" was actually a light 
blue the first season, and fawn 
beige for the second and third 
seasons. Both colors were 
chosen to photograph well in 
black and white, but the 
Corvette was replaced with a 
newer model annually by the 
series' sponsor, General Motors. 
The show itself never 
mentioned or explained this 
technicality. 
 

    
        (From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) 

 

Cannon (1971 – 1976) Frank 
Cannon was TV's most serious 
private eye ever. He was large 
and in charge, a tough, 
overweight PI with a taste for 
fine food and wine. He was  
often seen tooling around town 
in his “big-ass, baby blue 
Lincoln Continental.”  
 
 

 
(From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) 

 
 

The Rockford Files (1974 – 
1980) James Garner starred in 
the Rockford Files.  At the 
show's beginning in 1974, 
Rockford always drove the 
current year's Pontiac Firebird, 
in a stock Pontiac gold color. 
 

 
(From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) 

 

Columbo (1971 - 1978). 
Columbo's dilapidated, 1959 
Peugeot 403 Grande Luxe 
Cabriolet (convertible) was seen 
on the police drama Columbo. It 
was a rust-bucket, covered with 
graying, oxidized paint but 
functioned nicely as his 
principle transportation to and 
from the scene of the crime.  
 

     
         (From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) 

 

There were many other TV cars,  
 

      
 

      
 

     
But, sometime in the early 
1960s I drifted away from the 
American behemoths and 
started focusing on exotic 
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British cars. I recall when we 
lived just outside Washington, 
DC I used to carefully read the 
Washington Post classifieds for 
every MG, Austin Healey or 
Jaguar for sale. Back then, these 
cars were very common on the 
roads, so classifieds for these 
British cars ran for columns. 
Thus began the dreams of 
owning a British sports car for 
one young boy. 
 

But, it is not my purpose here to 
relive old dreams. Skipping 
ahead many years it seemed TV 
broadcasts were becoming more 
boring and less entertaining for 
Jan and me. So, we began 
searching for alternatives which 
in the 1970s led us to public 
TV. As we got used to a 
different type of TV 
entertainment, another benefit 
appeared. Some of the BBC 
shows prominently featured 
interesting automobiles rarely 
seen in the States. Let me share 
a few of my favorites with you 
here. 
 

Fawlty Towers (1975) 
  

    
 

Arguably the best British TV 
comedy ever was Fawlty 
Towers staring Basil Fawlty, 
AKA John Cleese and his 
Austin 1100 Estate.  
For those few among you who 
may not remember the series, 
Fawlty Towers was a British 
sitcom made by the BBC and 
first broadcast in 1975. 
 

The show is set in a fictional 
hotel called Fawlty Towers in 
the Devon town of Torquay on 
the "English Riviera." The 
series was written by John 
Cleese and Connie Booth, both 
of whom played main 
characters.  
(From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia) 
 

     
 

              
 

The Austin, designed by Sir 
Alec Issigonis, was 
manufactured by BMC later 
called British Leyland between 
1962 and 1977. The little 
compact car was produced in 3 
body styles: the 4-door saloon, 
the 2-door saloon and the 2-
door estate. It weighed a little 
more than 2800 pounds and 
held 10 US gallons (36 litres). 
  
Basil drove his Austin 1100 
Estate in the series and in one 
show he was less than kind to 
his Austin when it did not serve 
him well, as you can see above. 
 

In late 1964/early 1965, the MG 
Princess was  launched in the 
USA. 154 cars were sold as the 
MG 1100. The North American 
market also saw an unusual 
two-door Austin 1100 (with 
hybrid Mark I and Mark II 
components). 
 

The Austin America was sold in 
the US, Canada and Switzerland 
between 1968 and 1972 which 
featured a 60 bhp (45 kW) 1275 
cc engine. 
 

The British comedian John 
Cleese immortalised a red 
Austin 1300 Estate in the 
Fawlty Towers episode 
Gourmet Night. The car breaks 
down and in frustration he 
memorably attacks it with a tree 
branch. He also drove a Morris 
1100 in the film Clockwise. 
That film also highlights the 
confusion over the numerous 
badge-engineered versions of 
the car. When a film character 
tries to give a description of the 
car to the police: "Well, is it a 
Morris or is it an 1100? I don't 
know?" 
 
Keeping Up Appearances 
(1990 - 1995) is a British sitcom 
starring Patricia Routledge as 
eccentric, social-climbing snob 
Hyacinth Bucket (pronounced 
Bouquet). It aired on BBC1 
from 1990 to 1995. For social-
climbing snob Hyacinth Bucket, 
always creating the right 
impression is paramount. She 
goes to great lengths trying to 
impress neighbors and friends. 
However, Hyacinth is 
embarrassed by her lower-class 
relatives, Daisy, Rose, and 
especially Onslow, her 
neaderthal brother-in-law.   
 

       
 

She fears they’ll shatter her 
attempts at creating that perfect  
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impression. As a result, she 
goes to great lengths in keeping 
them hidden away, especially 
trying to  avoid them in public. 
Unfortunately, Hyacinth's poor 
relations always turn up 
unexpectedly in their rattle trap 
Ford Cortina which belches fire, 
shattering all her hopes of 
climbing the social ladder. 
 

Onslow spends most of his time 
drinking Stones beer, eating 
crisps, smoking cigarettes and 
watching television at home. 
One of the repeated elements of 
the comedy is his method of 
turning his ancient television 
on, which is simply to bang it. 
Onslow describes himself as 
"work-shy, bone idle, and out of 
condition". He has been known 
to ponder "the inconvenience of 
working." Whenever Onslow is 
unpleasantly surprised by 
something, such as running out 
of beer or being insulted, he 
usually retorts with a sarcastic 
"Oh, noice!" 
 

Leaving the house, he usually 
rides a bicycle or drives a 1978 
white Ford Cortina which is in 
a bad state of repair and 
backfires whenever it stops or 
starts.  
 

     
     Onslow’s 1978 Ford Cortina 
 

As the 1960s dawned, BMC 
was revelling in the success of 
their new Mini, the first 
successful postwar mini-car to 
be built in Britain. The big wigs 
of the day at Ford felt that they 
could not develop a similar 

small car as the production cost 
would be too high. So instead 
they set about creating a larger 
family car which would sell in 
huge volumes. The result was 
the Cortina, a distinctively-
styled car aimed at buyers of the 
Morris Oxford and Vauxhall 
Victor, that was launched in 
September 1962. It was briefly 
known as the Consul Cortina 
before simply being sold as the 
Cortina.  
 

Inspector Morris (1987 – 
2000). Later we became loyal 
viewers of the series, Inspector 
Morse, who drove a beautiful 
two-tone Jaguar, Mark 2 
(production period 1959-1967). 
Morse's TV car was the least 
desirable version with its 2.4 L 
engine, steel wheels and 
Eeverflex roof. Everflex is a 
British fabric used as a roof 
covering on cars and is a type of 
vinyl roof. Everflex is used on 
both hardtops and convertibles. 
The Morris Jag itself was often 
pushed into scenes with engine 
noises dubbed onto the 
soundtrack in post-production 
 

The Inspector Morse stories are 
set primarily in Oxford. With an 
old Mark 2 Jaguar car, a thirst 
for beer, intellectual snobbery 
and a penchant for Wagner, 
Morse presented a likeable 
persona despite his sullen 
temperament. 
 

Morse disliked spelling errors 
and grammatical mistakes, 
demonstrated by the fact that in 
every personal or private 
document written to him he 
manages to point out at least 
one spelling mistake. His 
approach is  deductive crime-
solving and one of his key 
tenets is that 'the last person to 

see the victim alive was the 
murderer'.  
 

     
 
 

    
 

Ballykissangle (1996 - 2001) 
Another of our favorites was the 
Irish series called 
Ballykissangle which featured 
the Jovette Javilyn.    
 
Ballykissangel was a BBC 
television drama set in Ireland, 
produced by BBC Northern 
Ireland. The original story 
revolved around a young 
English priest as he became part 
of a rural community. The name 
of the fictional village in which 
the show was set is derived 
from Ballykissanne, a townland 
near Killorglin in County Kerry.  
 
The village's name in Irish is 
"Baile Coisc Aingil", which 
means "The town of the fallen 
angel" on the sign outside the 
post office. Ballykissangel 
featured the Jowett Javelin, a 
British car that was produced 
from 1947 to 1953 by Jowett of 
Bradford. The model went 
through five variants labeled PA 
to PE, each having a standard 
and "deluxe" option. 
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
 

The car was designed by Gerald 
Palmer during World War II 
and intended to be a major leap 
forward following the relatively 
staid designs of pre-war 
Jowetts. The flat four overhead 
valve engine of 1486 cc with a 
compression ratio of 7.2:1 was 
water-cooled and had an 
aluminium block and wet 
cylinder liners. It developed 
50 bhp (37 kW) at 4100 rpm 
(52.5 bhp in the case of the PE) 
giving the car a maximum 
speed of 77 mph (124 km/h) 
and a 0-50 mph (80 km/h) time 
of 13.4 seconds. Two Zenith 
carburettors were fitted and PA 
and PB versions that had 
hydraulic tappets. The radiator 
was behind the engine. A four 
speed gearbox with column 
change was standard. 
 

Design features included 
aerodynamic styling with the 
headlights faired into the wings 
and, for the time, a steeply 
sloped, curved windscreen. The 
body was of pressed steel, 
incorporating a box-section 
chassis and was made for 
Jowett by Briggs Motor Bodies 
in their Doncaster factory. The 
suspension used torsion-bars on 
all wheels (independent at the 
front) and internal gear-and-
pinion steering. PA and PB 
models had mixed Girling 
hydraulic brakes at the front and 
mechanical braking at the rear. 
Later versions were fully 
hydraulic. 
 

The car had a wheelbase of 
102 inches (2,600 mm) and a 
track of 51 inches (1,300 mm). 
Overall the car was 14 feet 
(4.3 m) long, 5 feet (1.5 m) 
wide and weighed about 1 
(Imperial) ton (depending on 
model and year). The car was 
expensive costing GBP819 at 
launch.  
 

A deluxe saloon version tested 
by The Motor magazine in 1953 
had a top speed of 82.4 mph 
(132.6 km/h) and could 
accelerate from 0-60 mph 
(97 km/h) in 20.9 seconds. A 
fuel consumption of 29.1 miles 
per imperial gallon 
(9.71 L/100 km/24.2 mpg US) 
was recorded. The test car cost 
£1207 including taxes. Just over 
23,000 units were produced 
 

Each season or so another BBC 
series magically appeares that 
usually included unrecognized 
British saloons of all kinds… at 
least to the American eye. Most 
often it was impossible for the 
American eye to determine the 
make or model, but that they 
existed still in this day and age, 
still drivable was all the appeal 
we needed to keep wondering 
what might show up next. 
 

Kingdom (1st series aired in 
2007) Our latest series stars the 
incomparable Stephen Frye as 
Peter Kingdom and his car, an 
Alvis. 
 

           

        
 

Kingdom is set in the fictional 
town of Market Shipborough 
and features country solicitor 
Peter Kingdom. Each week he 
attempts to deal with an 
assortment of eccentric clients 
aided and abetted by his 
assistant Lyle. Peter Kingdom's 
life is also complicated by his 
disreputable, missing brother 
(Simon) and by his needy, 
pregnant sister (Beatrice). It is 
Stephen Fry's first ITV drama 
since Jeeves and Wooster in 
1993. The centre of Swaffham 
features extensively in most 
episodes  - namely the market 
place, the 18th century Butter 
Cross (which Kingdom usually 
drives past in his Alvis TE 21) 
and Oakleigh House which is 
transformed into his office. 
 
The Alvis TE21, sometimes 
called the Series III, was a 
sporting car produced by Alvis 
cars between 1963 and 1966. It 
was an updated version of the 
1958 TD21. 
 

The body was a modified 
version of the TC108G styled 
by Graber of Switzerland and 
built by Park Ward but 
distinguished by having twin 
headlights mounted one above 
the other. Saloon and drophead 
versions were available. 
 

The 2993 cc engine, first used 
in the 1950 TA21, received a 
modified cylinder head and  
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manifold which increased 
power to 130 bhp (97 kW) at  
4000 rpm giving the car a top 
speed of 107 mph (172 km/h).[3] 
A choice of automatic or five 
speed gearbox made by ZF was 
available. Suspension was 
independent at the front using 
coil springs with leaf springs at 
the rear. Disc brakes were fitted 
to all wheels. 
 
Recirculating ball type steering 
gear was fitted to reduce effort 
and power steering became 
optional in late 1964. [3] 
Although the car was replaced 
by the TF21 in 1966, the TE21 
was still available to special 
order until 1967.  
 

There are probably many other 
cars routinely used in television 
shows that I have missed or just 
ignored due to my own 
prejudices.  
 

But if history is any guide and 
man’s ingenuity prevails we 
will see new shows with unique 
machines the object of the 
owner’s affection and a star in 
its own right. So, keep your 
eyes open and your remote 
tuned to public TV for more 
interesting British cars to come.  
 

���������������������� ����������������������������������������������� ���
 

 
We’re sure there will be many 
comments and concerns about 
favorite television programs and 
cars left off this list. So we 
welcome your emails with 
comments as well as any 
important cars we missed.   

��
��
��
������
����
����

�������������������������������� ����
����
Lubrication and Visual 
Services 
 

by Clifton Gordon 
 

    
 
 

    
 
 

    
 
 

    
 

    
 

Most older British cars need 
lubrication and a visual 
inspection at least once per 
year. Look in your owner’s 
manual for specific checks 
suggested and the frequency 
recommended. I usually do my 
MGB in the spring and fall. If 
you are using a quick lube 
facility for your service, they 
tend to overlook some items 
that should be checked. To do a 
full service you will need 
engine and gear oil, an oil filter, 
a drain pan for proper oil 
disposal, a grease gun loaded 
with grease, and oil can. You 
will also need a small tube of 
white lithium or similar grease, 
a jack, jack stands, some 
funnels, shop towels, perhaps 
some Nitrile gloves, owner’s or 
repair manual and basic shop 
tools. Don’t forget kitty litter or 
oil dry for cleaning up any 
spills. Jack stands or drive-on 
ramps should be used for safety 
anytime you plan on working 
under the car. I always tug on 
the bumper to see if the stands 
are secure before crawling 
under the car. If you plan to 
change differential or 
transmission oil, it’s a good idea 
to remove the fill plug first to 
be sure you can replace the oil. 
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If badly worn parts, leaking 
gaskets, bushings, seals or noisy 
bearings are discovered, the 
problem should receive further 
evaluation. If there is a safety or 
reliability concern, the problem 
should be corrected..  
 

Jack the front of the car and 
support it with jack stands. 
Drain the engine oil. The oil 
drain plug is at the bottom the 
oil pan. The exact location may 
vary between different makes 
and models of cars. You can let 
the oil drain while doing other 
tasks. Check the front wheels by 
shaking them with your hands 
on the top and bottom. There 
should be very little free play. 
Spin the wheels. They should 
spin with very little brake disc 
drag and not have any unusual 
noises. Make a visual check of 
the steering rack. Look for 
damaged gaiters or leaks. Check 
all suspension parts for 
damaged seals or parts. Look at 
the tire treads for abnormal 
wear. Remove on front wheel 
and look at the caliper and 
brake pads (shown by arrows in 
a photo). Check the flexible 
brake hoses and look for fluid 
leaks around the shock arms.  
Clean the grease fittings with a 
rag or paper towel and attach 
your grease gun to the grease 
the fittings and apply several 
strokes of grease. You want the 
old grease to be pushed out by 
clean grease. There are three 
fittings on each side of the 
MGB front swivel pins (marked 
by arrows in a photo). The 
driver side has one fitting in the 
rear of the swivel pin assembly. 
Other cars with ball joints will 
not have as many fittings as the 
MGB. Some have none. Move 
to the driveshaft and lubricate 

the slip joint and U joints if they 
have grease fittings (see photo 
of separate drive shaft). Rear 
wheels should be off the floor 
for driveshaft lubrication. 
Grease the handbrake cable if 
your cable has a fitting. Use the 
white lithium grease and apply 
a light coat of grease on the 
door latches, boot latch and 
bonnet latch. Also, use some 
grease on the choke cams for 
cars with SU carburetors (see 
photo for location). Remove the 
damper from SU or ZS 
carburetors and add oil or 
damper fluid to the damper 
cylinder if needed. Fill to about 
½” below the top of the damper 
cylinder. Lubrication is now 
complete. 
 

Replace the oil drain plug and 
tighten it. It’s time to remove 
the oil filter. On the MGB with 
the upside down filters, 
removing the filter can be 
messy. The last time I changed 
my filter I used a big zip lock 
bag under the filter housing and 
caught most of the oil. I change 
my new filters with enough oil 
to saturate the element, but not 
enough to quickly run out. That 
seems to help the oil pressure 
come up quickly after the first 
start. Fill the engine with oil. 
Start the engine and run it a few 
minutes to check for leaks. Wait 
a few minutes after shutting the 
engine down to recheck the oil 
level. 

If you are changing the 
transmission and differential oi, 
remove the drain plugs. The 
transmission drain plug is on 
the bottom of the transmission. 
The differential drain plug is on 
the front side of the differential 
or in some cases on the bottom 

of the differential housing. The 
fill plug is on the rear of the 
differential for most cars. Most 
cars have a side fill 
transmission plug, but not the 
62-74 MGB. Those cars have a 
rubber plug under the carpet in 
front of the radio console. The 
carpet is rolled back to expose a 
rubber plug. The plug is 
removed to access the dip stick 
and fill hole. The dip stick is 
usually difficult to remove. I 
made a hook from a coat hanger 
(see photo). After filling the 
transmission and differential it’s 
time for a visual check of the 
rear springs and bushings. Also 
look for signs of leaking brake 
fluid or gear oil on the rear 
brake backing plates.  

Doing these checks each year or 
two times each year will help 
avoid some possible problems 
and may locate possible future 
problem areas. Safety Fast. 

��
����
����
����
��� ���
 
                         Advertisement  
����

British Car Keys 

       
 

Your source for Wilmot 
Breeden keys; You can find 
your key code on the face of the 
ignition switch. Example; FP 
735. On later cars, no key code 
is stamped on the face of the 
ignition switch. No key codes 
are stamped on the housing of 
the ignition switch. The original 
car owner's for later cars 
received a metal tag with the 
key code number stamped on it. 
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The door locks, glove box lock 
and trunk lock will have  
 
numbers stamped on the body 
of the lock (No letters). For 
example, on my TR 4 the 
number is stamped on the 
handle. You will have to 
remove the handle to view the 
three digits stamped on the 
housing. On the trunk handle 
stem, look for the three digit 
code numbers. For the glove 
box lock the number is stamped 
on the housing side. For cars 
after 1967, no key code number 
is stamped on the glove box 
housing. I do have a ring of pre-
cut keys that I can send the 
owner to determine the correct 
key code numbers.  
 
The key code number may be 
listed on your car build record. 
You can order from British 
Heritage web page listed on my 
site. I would request the key 
code number with your inquiry. 
For Jaguar owners in the USA 
and Canada, I have an address 
to contact in New Jersey, USA. 
 

A. New policy, any order for 
Wilmot Breeden keys, 
WASO or British Leyland 
"L" swirl keys are sent 
certified mail, cost of $5.00 
or regular mail $1.00 
(USA); Other orders for 
keys cut to code, American 
key blanks, or un-cut keys 
(Curtis, Ilco, Cole, Taylor), 
cost to mail $1.00 (USA)  

B. Key Blanks Available: 
o Wilmot Breeden 

Keys 
o WASO and British 

Leyland Keys 
Wilmot Breeden keys 
have letters and numbers 
on one side of key, 

and the word UNION on 
reverse. Have rubber 
headed WASO and 
British Leyland "L" 
swirl keys available.  
 

These keys were used on 
the 
following British Cars: 
o Jaguar 
o Triumph 

�  TR6 
�  TR7 
�  TR8 
�  Spitfire 

Lock Codes: 
o MRN 01 through MRN 

50 
o FNR 01 through FRN 25 
o FA 501 through FA 625 
o FP 626 through FP 750 
o FS 876 through FS 955 
o FK 876 through FK 955 
o FT 101 through FT 225 
o NH 2001 through NH 

3000 
o FR 01 through FR 1080 

VV 1001 through VV 2000 
 

               £ 
 

 
Includes all 17 versions of the 
verb “to rust” 

 
The COMPLETE US & 
UK Confusions (1st 10) 
 

At long last, here is the 
complete list of Anglo-
American confusions. The 
definitions have been cross 
referenced with the most recent 
edition of the Oxford 
Dictionary. So, if you don't 
agree with some of my 

definitions take up the argument 
with them, unless I say 
otherwise in the text. I have 
made a few alterations, 
additions and removals too...  
����
1) Buns You know what these 
are. You're probably sitting on 
them now. Over here buns are 
either bread or cake rolls. 
Asking for a couple of sticky 
buns in a bakery here will mean 
Mr Crusty the baker will give 
you two cake buns with icing 
(frosting) on the top. If I went 
into a deli in Manhattan and 
asked for a couple of sticky 
buns, I'd probably get arrested.  
 
2) Fag A goody, but an oldie; 
Over here a 'fag' is a cigarette. 
So, in the song 'It's a long way 
to Tipperary' the line 'As long 
as you have a Lucifer to light 
your fag' is not a fundamentalist 
Christian's statement that all 
homosexuals will burn for 
eternity in hell, but saying that 
'if you always have a match to 
light your cigarette...'  
 
3) Faggots Meat balls made 
from offal (chopped liver) in 
gravy; Also a small bundle of 
logs suitable to burn on a fire.  
 
4) Pants You call pants what 
we call trousers.Pants are the 
things that go underneath.  
 
5) Rubber In this country this 
is a pencil eraser. Don't be 
shocked if the mild-mannered 
new Englishman in your office 
asks for a pencil with a rubber 
on the end, especially when he 
says that he enjoys chewing it 
when he is thinking.  
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6) Shit To us, bodily waste; To 
you, practically everything as 
far as I could figure, good or 
bad and you certainly don't 
want us to touch yours.  
 
 
7) Fanny To us the front 
bottom; To you the back one. In 
Britain, the fanny pack is 
known as a bum bag for 
obvious reasons.  
 
8) Muffler  To us what you call 
a muffler is called a silencer. In 

the UK a muffler is a long scarf 
a la Dickensian novels. A 
muffler was also a derogatory 
name for a certain part of the 
female anatomy at my school, 
though this was probably 
unique to us. Try explaining 
THAT to a upstanding 
American when you are 
standing at the petrol (gas) 
station in fits of laughter.  
 
9) Pavement Sidewalk to you. I 
couldn't think of anything 
smutty to go with this.  

 
10) Pissed To you it's quite 
legal to be pissed in a car in a 
traffic jam. In fact, in large 
cities sometimes you cannot 
help it. For us, it means that you 
have been over doing it 'down 
the boozer' (pub) and a kindly 
policeman will shortly flag you 
down and arrest you.  
����

�������	���������	���������	���������	��� ���
����
D.J.Barton@durham.ac.uk  
University of Durham, Durham 
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For those of you who missed it, the 2008 Mountain 
Run led by Patricia and Ken Nicks was a lot of fun 
last month. Like last year we met at a restaurant 
parking lot just off I-77, and after a couple of 
stragglers caught up, we were off on a circuitous 
route up the mountain that the Nicks had scouted 
earlier. 
 

For me I had resigned myself to the side lines this 
year because my MGA had just been sold to 
someone in Portugal so I did not want to risk 
driving the car. Ken had kindly offered me the 
chance to drive his MGGT, but I had decided to 
save the next ride in an MG for the time my own 
1970 was ready for the road. (very soon I hope!). 
Anyway, good-hearted Ken gave it one more try. 
He offered to let me ride with him in his beautifully 
restored TR-6 while Patricia drove his Porsche 
Caymen.   
 

It did not take me long to feel bad about their 
driving separate cars cause Ken loves a challenge 
and, on the Oklahoma Road going up the mountain, 
he got my full attention. He fully tested the TR-6’s 
brakes and suspension through the tight curves all 
the way up to the Highway 21 intersection. 
 

The trip ended too soon at the Bluffs Restaurant on 
the Blue Ridge Parkway where most people 
ordered their famous fried chicken. In fact the only 
complaint I heard is that the drive ended too soon. 
After a few pictures, everyone sadly went their 
own way, mostly back down the mountain and 
home. Thanks to Ken and Patricia for volunteering 
to lead us again this year. Now every body get 
busy. We need to schedule a few more club trips 
this year as soon as the hot weather lets up.  

 
July 9, 2008 
 
No British Car in the 
Garage by Cliff Gordon  
 

Some may know I recently sold 
my MGB. Some may also know 
I purchased a Mini Cooper. 
Since it is assembled in the 
UK with parts from many 
different places, I consider it to 
be a partial British car, I’m not 

sure BMW shares that opinion. 
It doesn’t really matter. I kept it 
about four weeks and traded it. 
 
My former MGB was in need of 
some floor panels and dog leg 
repairs. The paint looked good 
from 20 feet away, but on closer 
inspection it was obvious the 
paint was in poor shape. At my 
age I don’t care to take a car off 
the road for restoration. I know 

it is supposed to be a 6 month 
job but based on what I have 
seen the time required to restore 
a car seems to take about four 
times the amount of time 
initially planned.  
I often thought I would love to 
have a late model Mini Cooper. 
The one I purchased was in 
good condition and handled 
well with its 15 inch 65 profile 
tires. The car didn’t have any 
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problems other than the engine 
was leaking some oil at the pan 
gasket. After driving it a few 
hundred miles we decided it 
wasn’t what we wanted.   
 
So, I’ll not be writing frequent 
newsletter articles in the future 
because I used the MGB and its 
parts to do research and 
planning for my articles. 
However, if I become bored I 
may write some general theory 

and maintenance articles in the 
future.  
 

We still hope to attend area car 
shows a few times each year to 
see old friends and their cars.  
 

One last note.  A group of 
Asheboro British car owners are 
organizing a group to enjoy 
activities together. They meet 
on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month. Their date has conflicted 

with the last two PBMC events 
and will conflict with the 
PBMC picnic this month.  
 
We hope to attend this months 
PBMC meeting. After that we 
will see how things go.  
 
��
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t  

 

Hello Piedmont British Motor Club:  
  
I have used an Illustrator postscript logo drawn from 
your website logo to produce a clock. The 
background around the logo, numbers, etc. can be 
changed to any Pantone color you wish. I can send a 
picture for approval. These are representations of 
how the clocks look without a lens. 
 
I have done award clocks for many years in 
Tallahassee, Fla. for the MG events and again last 
year for MG Classics of Jacksonville, Fla. British 
Car Classic 2007. Several clubs have ordered many 
of my clocks with their logos. I also do special 
commemorative clocks for retiring officers or other 
club special awards. 

 

 
 

 
Commemoratives 
By JosieK 
 
Customized 9” Wall 
Clocks for any reason, 
reward, reminder or 
occasion 

 

    
We moved here to St. Augustine (World Golf Village) when I retired. Since I have retired my wife wants me to 
stay busy so I keep her happy doing these 9” round wall clocks. I do logo clocks for clubs, awards, company 
advertising, etc.  At 72 I still belong to nine MG & British Car Clubs. 
 

If your club is interested these are my prices: 
 six   =   $8.50 ea. + shipping 
 12    =   $8.00 ea. + shipping 
 20    =   $7.00 ea. + shipping 
 

If you’re interested I’ll make one up and send it to you as a sample, whether your club buys any or not? I could 
ship one in a day or so. 
  
josephkaiser@bellsouth.net, (904) 940-5848, 220 Edge Of Woods Road, St. Augustine, FL 32092-0781 
 

Awards should do more than collect dust all the time! 
 

�������� �
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(PJ Trip) 
 
Sunday, June 29, 2008 Re: Day 
8 MG 2008 
 

I am writing from a lovely 
B&B, the garden at the Sea 
Inn.  We're in New Church, Va. 
on the Eastern Shore near the 
Va/MD border. We spent five 
hot hours in the MG today, 
along with a lot of beach traffic 
heading to Ocean City and other 
beaches. 
 

Most of the Tech Sessions took 
place at the hotel which is 
several miles from Valley Forge 
and about 20-25 miles from the 
site of the show on Sat.  The 
show was NW of the hotel in a 
rural setting at Green Lake 

Park.  The King of Prussia Mall 
was adjacent to the hotel, 
imagine 3 Hanes Malls in one 
spot.  Locals frequently 
commented on the plethora of 
LBCs.  The 
 

Sheraton parking lot was a sight 
to see; rows of MGBs as long as 
a football field and even more 
around the other side.  I'll tell 
more later, it's time to eat.  One 
last note, David & Terry 
Tetlow, travelers from the UK 
were recognized at the banquet 
last night. (The Tetlows are 
documenting their North 
America trip in their MG V8 for 
us so more details will follow in 
upcoming editions of the 
Lugnut. dj) 
 

Tomorrow it's on to the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel 
 

Tuesday, July 1, 2008  
Subject: Day 9-10 MG 2008 
 

We arrived home 7/1/08, almost 
1500 miles with no mechanical 
issues. The car used less than 
half a quart of oil and averaged 
26.5mpg.  And yes It was just 
about too much fun!  
 
 ��� �� �������
����

    £ 
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This is John Twist, the well-
known British car mechanic 
providing a hands-on demo of 
various, useful MG repair & 
diagnosis techniques. 
�

   

   
This was the "tech line" where 
John looked over any cars that 
got in line. He spoke about the 
various details of each car, 
indicating problems, strong 
points, improvements, etc.�   
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

   
 

�  
Wonder if this was the club car? 


