June 2008

Heads Up!!!
The Club Cross Country/

Club Picnic

Mountain ride

The Cross Country/Mountain
ride is scheduled for Saturday,
June 21st. We will meet in
the back parking lot of the
Cracker Barrel in Jonesville
(Exit #82 off I-77 N) at 10:00
am and leave from there at
approximately 10:15. The ride
will last around 1% hours
through the country side and up
the mountain. We plan to have
lunch at the "Bluffs" on the
Parkway (best fried chicken in
NC). Hope to see many of the
club members join us for what
we hope will be a fun time!!

The next meeting of the
Piedmont British Motor

Club will be June 24",
Statesville at Wise Guys
Restaurant, usual time

A mini British Invasion at
Mooresville Cruise-in.

(See more details on page 10)

Here are directions to Bob’s
home for the club picnic on
Saturday, July 19th (any
questions, get in touch with
Bob Ravich):

Take I-77 to Exit 28
(Cornelius)

From the North, turn right
off the exit ramp to Catawba
Ave; From the South turn left
then...

Make right turn after Taco
Bell to Torrence Chapel Rd.

Follow the road (the double
yellow line) to # 22824

Folks should arrive around
1:00PM.

As we are on the lake, bring
your swim gear.

Ladies or others so inclined
can bring desserts and soft
drinks.

We have 15 chairs. So, if
you'd like to bring one, that’s
OK.

We’'ll need RSVP'’s for a
head count by July 7th.

Lucy & Bob <ljrjr@bellsouth.net>

=

Statesville, North Carolina

Notes from the Head Gasket

The last time | was saying how
Spring was trying to arrive. Forget
Spring! I think we bypassed it and
went straight to the "Nuclear
Summer Mode"... | keep looking at
the air conditioner that Moss is
selling, pretty pricey, but a fan over
some ice cubes is looking very
enticing. Somehow | think my age is
catching up with me. It used to be
fun to put the top down and cruise
around in the summer. Now I'm a
top-up kind of guy and satisfied if |
can get some air blowing through the
car when the rear window is
unzipped, not sure how the GT folks
are managing.

I'm still "bonding"” with my "B" and
honing my electrical detective skills.

It seems that it must have been all the
rage somewhere in the distant past
for owners to just arbitrarily cut

wires and hook up various
components without regard for color
codes or little identifying tags...I'm
sure there was a method to this
madness, but | have yet to find it!

Bob Ravish is planning the picnic for
the PBMC on the 19th of July. It
should be a lot of fun. Hope we’ll
have a great turn out!

Safe Driving Everyone!

"The Head Gasket"



Lake Norman Sports Car
Group

Hi Danny:

This is something for the next
newsletter.

By way of background, until

last fall we used to have a very
informal British Car Group that
got together at the Atlanta
Bread Company in Huntersville
until it closed. We are
“restarting” these meetings on
the 3rd Saturday of each
month. We had our first
meeting on the 17th of May and
all attendees were in favor of
starting up again. So here’s the
email that | sent out extending
an invitation to those who
would like to meet next month.

If the June newsletter comes out
before our next meeting (June
21st) please issue an open
invitation to our all our club
members. They are all invited to
attend on the 3rd Saturday of
each month. It would be
appreciated. The meeting place,
time and date (3rd Sat.) will be
the same each month and
follows below. Note that it's

not limited to just British cars;
It's open to all sports cars as
well as those interested in these
cars.

Thanks, Danny. Let everyone
know that if there are any
guestions about these meetings
please contact me for more
information.

Hello All:

On May 17th we had our first
meeting of the Lake Norman
Sports Car Group. There were
about 15 people in attendance
along with a variety of cars.
We enjoyed breakfast together,
some nice conversation and a
brief discussion on the interest
for starting regular monthly get
togethers.

The consensus was that all were
in favor of starting the meetings
again and that they should be
kept informal. There would be
no officers, no dues, just a
group of folks with a common
interest in cars. We would
schedule a meeting on the 3rd
Saturday of each month at the
Acropolis Restaurant in
Cornelius. They have agreed to
provide a separate room so that
we can be comfortable and talk
cars, etc. without disturbing
others in the restaurant.

We talked about going for short
rides on back country roads
following the meetings (weather
permitting) as well as day trips
to places such as NASCAR
Garages, Tom Cotter’s Auto
Barn, the North Carolina
Transportation Museum in
Salisbury, among others. If
there is enough interest, we
could schedule overnight or
weekend trips as well going to
VIR, Amelia Island, Autofair in
Charlotte and Eurofest at the
BMW facility in South

Carolina, for example.

So, with that in mind and to
discuss some of these
possibilities, to enjoy each
other’'s company and to talk
cars, we'll meet again at the

Acropolis Restaurant at Exit 28
off I-77 (on the East side, just
off the exit) in Cornelius on
June 21st at 9:00. Hope you
can make it; We'll look forward
to seeing you there.

Other Happenings

details to follow in future issues

Euro Cruise (Richmond,

VA Area)

To members of the Piedmont
British Motor Club

Hello, My name is Anthony and
| live in the Richmond, VA
area. | am trying to get a Euro
Cruise-In going in my area. So
| am emailing your club in case
any of you might find yourself

(see Euro Cruise page 3, column 1)
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(Euro Cruise)

in the Richmond, Va. area and
looking for some fun.

| know on Friday and Saturday
nights owners of American Hot
Rods gather in different
locations around the country.
Usually a lot of vehicles and
people show up for them.
Unfortunately we, the owners of
European cars do not gather as
frequently. So I have decided
to get things going in our area
where we can enjoy a cruise-in
to show off our cars. | have a
couple of Porsche's and love to
look at other cars. Most of us
do and that’'s why we join clubs
and go to car shows and
Concours events.

Some might feel Richmond is
not the community to do a
Cruise-In, but | disagree. |
think there are a lot of us out
here that would like getting
together like this. | love getting
together on a Saturday night to
look at cars and talk to people
with the same interest. So | am
asking if you would share this
with your club members. |
would greatly appreciate it.

The manager of Ironbridge
Sports Park is allowing us to do
this. He has the American Hot
Rods on Friday Nights. He is
going to do the same for
European car owners on
Saturday nights. He has a nice
sized paved parking lot set up to
the side just for our cars. He
has a small set of bleachers,
lights and even a hot dog stand.
He is looking forward to this
and so am |.

Any questions please email me.
Please take a look at my flyer.

Also if you know of any other
clubs or car owners that might
be interested, please pass it
along. Thanks

Euro Cruise in Night at Iron
Bridge Sports Park Every
Saturday night starting June
21, 2008 from 6pm-9pm.

We are looking for all European
cars including Porsches,
BMWs, Mercedes, MGs, Rolls-
Royce, Bentleys, Lamborghinis,
Ferraris, Minis, Jaguars, Fiats,
Alphas, VWs, Audis, Bugattis,
Aston Martins and any other
European marques that | might
have missed. We are looking to
make this a weekly cruise in
event. The Hot Rods do it so
why not the European Hot
Rods?

The First 25 cars on the first
Saturday of each month will get
a chance for a $10 dollar gift
certificate to the park. Car clubs
welcomed. For further info E-
Mail:
Anthony@ironbridgesportspark.com

11400 Ironbridge Road.
Chester, VA 23831 :
Phone (804) 748-7770
ratsterr@yahoo.com

£

Good Tip from Walt

http://www.advanceautowire.com/

This is a website that has
excellent, easy to read wiring
diagrams for MG's and
Triumphs. Unfortunately, the
owner of Advance Auto Wire

recently died, but the website is
still up. Thought some folks
might be interested in going to

it to look at the wiringliagrams
before the website is closed.

£

Another Source for Parts

Rubber and trim parts for the
following Marques

Austin Healey car parts

Jaguar car parts

Jensen car parts

Lotus car parts

MG car parts

Mini car parts

Morris Minor car parts
Sunbeam/Alpine/Tiger car parts
Triumph car parts

TVR car parts

With 30 years combined
experience at British Leyland
car plants as trim and hardware
design/development engineers,
probably on your vehicle, our
parts match or exceed original
factory specifications.

We manufacture and source
only authentic products. We
cover all the marques, all the
models.

MacGregor British Car Parts,
55 Head Street, Dundas,
Ontario L9H 3H8,

Phone: 905-627-4006,

Toll free: 1-877-777-6381,
mail@macgregorukcarparts.com




Thought y'all might like this!

VISITOR'S GUIDE TO
BIRMINGHAM (Alabama )

First, you must learn to pronounce
the city name. It's '‘Bur/min/ham’.

Driving Information: Burmin’ham
has its own version of traffic
rules...

1. The truck with the loudest
exhaust goes next at a 4-way stop.
The truck with the biggest tires
goes after that. (Note: Blue haired
ladies driving anything have right-
of-way anytime.

2. To find anything in the city it is
required that you know where
Malfunction Junction is... which is
the Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end. It is one of
only two ‘cloverleaf' formation
interchanges in the world. We
invented it and only one other city
was stupid enough to implement it
again, Atlanta, making them
dumber than we are.

3. The morning rush hour is from
6:00 to 10:00 AM. The evening
rush hour is from 3:00 to 7:00 PM.
Friday's rush hour starts Thursday
morning and runs thru Saturday
noon. If the term 'merging delays'
is ever used by the person
reporting the traffic, even in
passing, call in to work and tell
them that you will be at least 30
minutes late regardless of where
you are in your commute.

4. If you actually stop at a yellow
light, you will be (at the very leas
rear ended, cussed out, and
possibly shot. This applies to male
and female drivers alike.

5. You must know that 'l-459', ' |-
59, 'I-20', and 'I-65' are the same
road they just loop around the city.
We think this was a ploy to
confuse outsiders and discourage
visitors after the War of Northern
Aggression.

6. Always, always, always, find
out if it is a race weekend before
you get on any of these ‘roads' to
travel somewhere. If it is a race
weekend, stay home or go to the
races. You won't be going
anywhere else

7. Construction is a permanent
fixture in Burmin'ham. The barrels
are moved around in the middle of
the night to make the next day's
driving a bit more exciting.

8. Watch very carefully for road
hazards such as deer, skunks, d
barrels, cones, cows, horses,
potholes, cats, armadillos, pieces
of other cars, opossum, truck tires,
raccoons, squirrels, rabbits, and
crows or vultures feeding on any
of these items.

9. If someone actually has their
turn signal on, wave them to the
shoulder immediately to let them
know it has been ‘accidentally
activated.’

10. The minimum acceptable
speed on 'I-65' (see item 5 above)
is 85 mph. Anything less is
considered downright sissy. This
Alabama 's State Highway
sponsored version of NASCAR,
especially during rush hour (see
item 3 above) when it's 85 and
everyone in the city is driving at
once, bumper to bumper. If you
are in the left lane and only going
70 in a 55-65 zone, you are
considered a road hazard, and will

be treated accordingly.

11. Do not gawk at the woman in
the car beside you in traffic who is
applying make up, talkingon a c
phone, drinking a Diet Coke,
smoking a Marlboro, and
maintaining a steady speed of 85
mph on I-65 in rush hour traffic. If
she is coming from North of
Burmin'ham, she might be
packing. If she coming from South
of Burmin’ham, she IS packing a
is not afraid to use it.

Weather Information:

1. If it's 110 degrees, Thanksgivi
must be next weekend

2. If its 10-20 degrees and
sleeting/snowing, then watch out.
Burmin'’ham residents consider t
‘demolition derby' day and will be
all over the roads (front ways,
back ways, etc). Please proceed
with caution as you could be their
next target.

Seasonal Information:

1. If you stick to the seats in your
vehicle, it is Spring.

2. If you need to let the car 'get
some air' by standing next to it
with the doors open for a minute
before you can stick your upper
body inside to crank it and get the
air going, it is Summer.

3. If you are sweating even with
the windows down driving 55
mph, it is Fall.

4. If you finally turn the AC off

and roll your windows up, it is
Winter.

(Burmin’ham: continued page 5, column 1)
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(Burmin'ham)

General Information: (and this is
very important)

1. Do not ever speak to anyone
during the song ' Sweet Home
Alabama unless it is to sing along
with the lyrics. This is like the
State Song and will erupt in a
brawl if everyone doesn't show
‘proper respect’ to the band who
gave us 'Free Bird'. This is
especially true if alcohol is

present. Notice | didn't say 'sold at

this event' but present.

2. Yes, we know that Vulcan is
mooning the entire city. It's not
that funny to us anymore.

3. If you ask someone for a 'coke’,

they will immediately ask you
what kind'? This is not a trick

guestion. Tell them what you

want: Sprite, Dr.Pepper, Root
Beer, etc....it's all ‘coke".

4. All tea is sweet. If it's not sweet,

you have crossed the Mason Di»
Line and are in the North.

Y'all come back now, ya hear!!!

Speaking of Etiquette

by Mike Singleton (reproduced with
permissionfrom MG Type,Sacramento

Valley MG Car Club newsletter

Once upon a time, when | was a
young man, sports cars roamed
the earth in their natural state,
driven daily by people who
thought of them as fun cars and
real wheels. These were
generally happy people - who
wouldn't be happy on a nice day
without the top down, open

roads and the roar of the
exhaust in one's ear. These
people knew something others
could only guess at, namely,
that driving is fun and a good
thing, and there is more to the
journey than the destination. On
a given day one would see not
only MGs but also Sprites,
Triumphs, Porsches, Alfas, cars
by Jaguar, Morgan, Healey,
Fiat, Datsun, and even the
occasional Lotus, Elva, Cobra,
and others - too many to
remember.

The drivers of these cars knew
they were involved in
something very special. They
knew the other drivers of these
cars also knew this. From these
special feelings grew a
brotherhood and, yes, even a
sense of conspiracy, knowing
we were different from the
people in "sedans" (possibly
leading directly to latter
attempts of the 60s generation
to form into communes, and the
whole flower power generation
etc.). This camaraderie was
acknowledged by waving to one
another - a practice which
seems to have largely died out
in the last 25 or 50 years.

In the ensuing years, the sports
car "wave" has become under
used, nay, unused and
unappreciated. | have done
some field research, and it
seems no one will return a
"wave" these days. | feel the
"wave" should be reintroduced
into the world. In the "Good

Old Days," the "wave" was
widely practiced, learned, and
used by each new owner of a
sports car. As with most things
in the human world, as time
went on the "wave" was refined
and evolved into a highly

ritualized salute between car
owners. In its highest evolution,
there were even articles written
about appropriate waving
between owners of differing
makes of automobiles (quite
likely in Road& Track

magazine, among others). Since
we are a club of sports car
owners and users, it is up to us
and others like us to step up and
revive this grand tradition. So |
propose to discuss the "wave,"
its use, and application.

First, when driving a sports car,
it Is appropriate to "wave" at
any oncoming sports car, or one
that is stopped next to you at a
stop sign or light. If the other
driver can see you, give him or
her a "wave". A sports car, for
purposes of identification, is

any car with its top down and
less than 4 doors, or seats, or
any other car you recognize as a
sports car. All MGs are sports
cars, all Ferraris, Maseratis, and
Porsches are sports cangt all
Jags are sports carsCorvettes
are your call (the editors refused
to add a note here). No Buick,
Cadillac, DeSoto, or Lincoln is
a sports car. Thunderbirds with
2 seats didn't use to be sports
cars, but we need all of the help
we can get these days. Vipers
are definitely sports cars.

Second, the "wave" is
hierarchical - the obligation to
initiate the "wave" starts with

the lesser car and is returned by
the greater car. It is understood
that some cars are greater (more
desirable) than others. Thus
Sprites are to initiate the "wave"
to MGs, MGs to Healeys,
Healeys to Jags, Jags to Ferraris
- you get the idea. Everyone

(see Etiquette page 6, column 1)
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(Etiquette)

initiates the "Wave" to Ferraris,
Cobras, and Lotuses. Generally
speaking, if you would trade
cars with the other guy, then
you should initiate the "wave."
Younger cars initiate the
"wave" to older cars, if you can
tell the difference in ages.
Everyone should initiate the
"wave" to MGTCs, MGBs
initiate to MGAs, etc.

Third: The "wave" itself.
Recognizing the hierarchy
above , the "wave" between
equals is a hand raised from the
steering wheel while you are
driving with both hands on the
wheel with the palm facing the
oncoming car and all fingers
pressed together and extended
fully (as opposed to the way
some folks do it on the
freeway). The hand only needs
to be raised a few inches from
the wheel. In the event one
needs to extend the "wave" to
someone up or down the social
scale, the "wave" is more or less
energetic or exaggerated. Thus,
if a Sprite encounters a Cobra,
the Sprite driver is expected to
initiate the "wave" and may
stand up on the driver's seat and
wave both hands over his head
energetically. The Cobra driver
may properly raise a single
index finger to acknowledge the
Sprite. Although this may be an
exaggeration, that's the idea.
Thus, when driving your MG
and encountering another MG,
"wave"-to it as equals; when
encountering an Austin Healey
"wave" with the hand a little
higher and with a little more
enthusiasm; raise your hand
higher still and "wave" it side to

side when you see an XKE, and
so forth.

Fourth, all sports cars are to be
waved at, even those from

"other countries," including the
German ones. Yes, the Japanese
cars should be waved at.

Fifth, since the habit has
withered away and it is
necessary to reintroduce it to
the world at large, | suggest we
temporarily rat-hole all of the
distinctions as to what to do to
what car and "wave" at all
sports cars. At some time in the
distant future the ritualization of
hierarchical status will
undoubtedly creep back into the
practice. But for now, take the
initiative and "wave" to
everything with the top down.
Democratize the process and
expose someone to another of
the joys of sports car ownership.
Remember that not everyone
has had the blessings that we
have and forgive them if they
don't know the rules. People
driving Miatas, Z-mobiles, and
Porsches haven't been properly
introduced to what sports cars
are all about. They thought they
were buying a car, or
transportation, or even status
(may God help them!) when
they should have been buying
into a lifestyle.

£

Cape Cod British Car Club, Ltd

Founded August 2000

Brief Triumph History

1885- Seigfrield Brittman
started out producing Triumph
bicycles in Coventry, England.
1921 - Brittman took control of
the Dawson Car Company and
introduces the Triumph Light,
with a 1.9 litre engine.

1927- The “Super Seven” was
produced as a direct
replacement for the Triumph
Light. These Super Seven’s,
were also sold bare frame for
other coachwork bodies to be
fitted, including a Triumph
coach-built saloon. Donald
Healey drove some of these
Super Sevens quite successfully
in trials and events.
Approximately 17,000 Super
Sevens were produced.

1934- Donald Healey become's
the company manager.

1939 - T W Ward of Sheffield
bought the company, but
produced no cars.

1944- Standard Motor
Company bought what was left
of the blitzed Coventry factory,
and began the redevelopment of
Triumph.

1946- The Triumph Roadster
was introduced. 5000 cars
would be sold before its
production run ended in 1949.
1952- The TS20 was
introduced but was not well
received.

1953- The TR2 was introduced
with huge success.

1955 and 1957The Triumph
TR3. 13,377 cars were
produced, of which 1286 were
sold within the UK while the
rest were exported mainly to the
USA.

(Triumph continued page 7, column 1)



(Triumph)

1961The Triumph TR4 was a
sports car built in the UK by the
Standard Triumph Motor
Company. 40,253 cars were
built during production years.
1965 and 1968 he Triumph
TRA4A was built between

1962 The TriumphSpitfire was
a small British two-seat. Over
300,000 vehicles were produced
1967 and 1968 he Triumph
TR250 was built between for 15
months by the Triumph Motor
approximately 8,480[1] cars
were built, all of which were for
the American market.
1968-76-TR 6 was the best-
seller British sports car of the
TR range production ended in
July 1976. This record was then
surpassed by the TR7. 91,850
TR6s were built

1974-1981 The Triumph TR7
was a sports cananufactured
from 1981 by the Triumph
Motor Companypart of British
Leyland

1978-1981The Triumph TR8
is an eight-cylinder version of
the "wedge-shaped" Triumph
TR7 sports car, manufactured
by British Leyland(BL), and
then Jaguar/Rover/Triumph
(JRT). Around 2750 cars were
produced

1970 - 197 British Leyland
introduces the Triumph Stag.
25,877 were made during that
time.

"2
o A
24 -
TRIUMPH
\'i' .'i‘l
Triumph Motor Company
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This month I’'m adding
something new to our
newsletter. My intent is to
introduce and highlight other
British Car Clubs around the
state and nation. Hope you
enjoy this new feature.

The MG Car Club of
Central New York

Our Mission
The MG Car Club of Central
New York was originally
created to promote
knowledge, understanding,
maintenance and preservati
of the MG while enjoying th
thrill of driving a true sports
car and the fun of light-
hearted social activities with
members who share a
common interest. Club
membership is now open to
all MG car owners, and non
owners interested in the M
motor car along with other
British built automobiles. Ou
club welcomes all intereste
in the British marquis.
Membership entitles the
entire family to participate in
the activities of the club
This club is a long time
dream come
true! Welcome!

Bob Carbone, Founding

President

Dear Danny,

We are honored that your club
selected our website to feature in
the next issue of the Lugnut. | read
your February issue on line and
found it very interesting, with
some very interactive readership. |
will post the link on our bulletin
board for our folks to look at, and

| am sure there are some good
ideas that we might use in our
newsletter, the Two Seater.

Let me tell you a little about our
club. We founded the club in
March, 2000 with nine guys from
the Syracuse area who hung out
after a cruisin' at the local hot dog
stand every Wednesday night. Our
goal for the first year was to reach
a membership of 25 people. To
our surprise, we grew well past
that, and have an average yearly
membership of around 150
families. (We are open to all
British cars). We are a very
socially active club, with events
scheduled year-round. The cars
are just along for the ride and we
are merely the caretakers of the
cars. We have all found that the
MG folks we meet are

from widely diverse backgrounds
and everyone we meet in the club
is nicer than the next. | have never
attended an MG Club event that |
didn't enjoy!

We have an annual show on
Father's Day in June at the
Lorenzo Historic Site in
Cazenovia, NY. Itis open to all
European cars and motorcycles.
We draw a bigger crowd each year
and last year, we had
approximately 175 cars and 40

(see NY Club page 8, column 1)
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British bikes. It seems like the
population of show cars gets
nicer each year. Last year we
had a Cadillac-Allard and a
Mercedes 300 Gullwing that
graced our presence.

| am very proud of our website.
Jim Hearne, owner of North
Country Music in Watertown,
NY, is our webmaster, and does
a great job of maintaining the
website. It has a lot of fun
content, including copies of our
newsletter, the Two Seater.
Please feel free to peruse our
newsletter and contact us at any
time.

| have been trying to get my
sister, Nancy, who lives in
Raleigh, to buy another MG.
Once upon a time she was the
proud owner of an Iris Blue
1963 MGB. One of these days...

Hope to see you all at Valley
Forge in June.
Safety Fast,

President

MG Car Club of Central New
York 1961 MGA (Alamo
Beige)

Our Founding Fathers: a younger
Bob Carbone and Howie Lapides

The "MG Club of CNY" meets
on the first Tuesday of each
month atBarbagallo's
RestauranEast Malloy Road,
E. Syracuse, NY

Goings on Discussions at the
MG Car Club of Central New
York website.

Q- MGB oil pressure

A few months ago | purchased a
74 MGB. Driving to work | lost
power, oil pressure dropped
severely and the temp gauge
started to climb. A little history-
the car has been sputtering and
backfiring a lot, and using a
guart of oil every 200 miles!

My diagnosis is a blown head
gasket. | thought it had blown to
the inside somewhere. | came
across a reconditioned head,
with hardened valve seats,

etc, so | replaced the head, all
hoses and the belt, while | had it
apart. The good news is, it runs
great with more power than
ever, temp. stays good, the oil
pressure starts good, but after a
few minutes, gradually drops

off to about 20-25

Anyone have any ideas?

A -That sounds like normal oil
pressure after it warms up.
There was a similar

thread on the MGB
experience.com site not long
ago and many owners have the
same pressure.

A- | have learned myself that
this is normal. 1just purchased
a 1980 MGB that would not
start and had not been run for 3
years per the PO. We found that
the plug wires were not correct
and when correct she started
right up. Well the oil

pressure was at 75 Ibs. and
stayed there for the first drive.
Then, when | went

out the second time, | noticed it
was at about 25 Ibs. when the
car idles. When the revs are up
to about 3k, it holds about 65
Ibs when warm. So, with my car
the oil pressure will go to 75
Ibs. when the car is cool but it
drops to 25 to

65 Ibs., depending on RPMs,
when warmed up. | am a
member on the MG Experience
and they tell me this is normal. |

hope this helps."™

£

Dave and Terry’s
Fabulous Adventure

Last month | encountered this
couple on the British Enthusiast
Website. Their trip intrigued me
as most of us stateside would
like to make the same trip with
our cars but east to west. So |
asked David to tell me a little
more about his planned trip.
One thing led to another so now
David and Terry, his fiancé,

will be sending us updates as
their trip to Canada and the
States unfoldd!

(MG Trip: continued page 9 column 1)
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From: David Tetlow
davidtetlow@btopenworld.com
To: Danny Jacob
mgb_mga@yahoo.com

Sent: Saturday, May 31, 2008
Subject: USA Trip 2008

Hi Folks,

Sending out the first bulletin of
our trip.

Will update as things progress.
Our USA trip has started at last.

Terry and | said goodbye to the
car. She sailed yesterday.

Nice and easy trip down. Temp
gauge jumped once but nice and
cool after that. We have been
running with special coolant but
on finding out it was

unavailable in the States | have
just used normal anti-freeze.

Not that we will need it!!

Procedure at Southampton was
nice and efficient.

She should be in Paul's hands in

Chesapeake Bay by the 16-18th.

Paul is a part of the MG
community who kindly offered
to check out the car before we
leave the UK. She will be
stabled next to his MG
collection. | hope she

doesn't get an inferiority
complex. We will have a few
day’s notice of any problems
with the car so action can be
taken if necessary. We have
joined the AAA, so the worst
case will be us arriving at
Valley Forge (The MG 2008
show) on the back of a truck)

Regards,

At the Docks in Southampton

First day of sunshine for ages.
Must be a good omen

D M Tetlow, Buckinghamshire,
United Kingdom,
davidtetlow@btopenworld.com
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A mini British Invasion at

Mooresville Cruise-in
Another Reminder

The discussion at our January
meeting brought little interest
for our club doing a car show.
It has been suggested that we
could have a mini British
Invasion of the Mooresville
Cruise-in to showcase our
British cars and our club
instead. | have talked to the

Book Review

704-664-7073 or at
sjcashion@yahoo.coifiyou
have any questions.

Cruise-in chairman and a
special location for us to be
together has been arranged. At
our February meeting, Saturday
August 2 was chosen from
several available dates. The
Cruise-in runs from 4 to 8 pm
for any vehicle 30 years or
older (sorry-- no new Minis).
We can decide on a time and
place to meet as this August 2
date grows closer. Please
contact Bill Cashion at

How to Improve Triumph
TR5, 250 & 6

Updated & Revised New Edition
By Roger Williams

Paperback ¢ 250 x 207mm « 160
pages ¢

428 mainly colour illustrations
ISBN: 978-1-903706-68-8

Synopsis

Aided by top racing and high-
performance TR specialists, his

own experiences & those of other Additional Information

amateur restorers, the author

explains in some detail how to
increase the performance and
handling of the six-cylinder TR

sports cars for fast road, track daygplacement systems), engine (including transplants), body &

or more serious motorsport

Features

» Foreword by Peter Cox MD of Moss UK (founder of Cox & Buckles
& experienced TR racer).

* Applies to ALL 6-cylinder TR sport scars.

* Practical and realistic advice on how to improve performance,
braking, handling, reliability, appearance & comfort.

» The author is a production engineer with real hands-on experience
improving these cars.

* Step-by-step illustrated procedures, color throughout.

Description

Aided by top racing and high-performance TR specialists, his own

experiences & those of other amateur restorers, the author explains|i

some detail how to increase the performance and handling of the six
cylinder TR sports cars for fast road, track days or more serious
motorsport.

Independent Reviews

“The advice and explanations are clearly presented ... This book
should help you make real improvementsClassic Cars

Contents include — Chassis strengthening, roll cages, hubs,
wheels & tires, gearbox, clutch, overdrive, ignition, camshatft,
carburetors, fuel injection (original and

trim, electrics, weight reduction, clubs, specialists and index.
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Thread: Oil Filter with Internal Valve?

danny jacob, n wilkesboro, nc,
mgb_mga@yahoo.com

Couple members of our club have asked the
following question: “Is there an oll filter with an
internal valve that keeps oil from draining out when
engine is shut off & that fits the top mount MGB
spin-on filter unit?” If known, what brand offers

this type of filter? Thanksoste29 May 2008at21:51:43UK

DENIS4, Victoria, Australia

Danny, They just about all have the anti drain back
valve. It's the rubber flap that covers the ring of
holes inside the filter. The valve that some filters
don't have is the bypass valve. You can see that by
looking up the large threaded hole (right up the
end). If you use the correct number you cant get
into trouble. People get into trouble by using a filter
just because it fits. It may or may not work correctly

under all circumstances.
Posted30 May 2008at00:19:12UK time

MK Mike, USA
Volvo filter: Mann W917
Mike Posted30 May 2008at02:43:21 UK time

Erick Vesterback, Victoria, BC, Canada
MK Mike:

Is the filter that a Volvo dealer provides the same
filter? That's what | have been using thinking it was
the same, but with the Volvo label. That was called
into question recently on this board. Thanks in

advance for clarifying if you can. ErickPosteco
May 2008at06:52:41UK time

Roger T, Australia
If we knew where you lived Danny somebody
might be able to help with relevant and specific

filter information.
Posted30 May 2008at12:53:46 UK time

C R Huff, Kentucky, USA, zypher@aol.com
Well, it won't help to figure it out before you buy a
filter, but if you want to know if the anti-drain valve

is working in the filter you have, you can tell when
you change the oikosted3o May 2008at14:04:10UK time

Let the car sit a while before you remove the filter.
If the filter is empty when you take it off, either it
does not have the valve or it is not working. If it
makes a mess, then it is working. At least you will

know what to buy (or not buy) next timesteso May
2008at15:31:02UK time

Roger, it is probably not easy to spot if you aren't
from the states because he didn't use any upper case
letters, but it looks like Danny is in North

Wilkesboro, North Carolina, USA. Charley
Posted30 May 2008at16:49:40UK time

Paul Hunt, West Midlands, United Kingdom

As Denis says they probably all have anti drain-
back valves but they are very variable in quality.
You don't have to wait to change the oil to find the
guality of the valve. Just count the seconds before
you get oil pressure and compare a few minutes
with overnight or with standing 2 weeks, etc.

| used Unipart GFE121, Champion and Halfords for
many years without concern. Then | started reading
that some of these drained back pretty-well instantly
and, consequently, had a long pressure build-up
time next start. | hadn't experienced that myself at
the time or since. But, at about that time, a certain
MG club started advertising GFE121F filters with

an 'improved' valve, and these are actually Fram

PH2857A. Now if you read this -
http://people.msoe.edu/~yoderw/oilfilterstudy/didrstudy.html

you will see that some Fram filters do indeed have a
better valve than others, but the PH is pretty poor.
But by this time | had bought some, and found the
pressure build time significantly longer than | had
been used to on anything other than daily running.
So | kept those the for the V8 which has a hanging
filter.

Then | read that the Volvo/Mann filter (3517857-
3/W917) was much better. So I tried that and,
indeed, it built pressure in about 3 secs after 2
weeks standing as opposed to about 10 seconds.
And that is after 12 months of use.

While | had the Volvo filter fitted, | heard about the
K&N Gold, and after much searching found a
supplier in the UK (I'm only aware of 2) and got

(oil filter continued page 12, column 1)
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(il filter)

one. But it is no better than the Champion or
Halfords and is about three or four times the price.

The Volvo seems readily available from any Volvo
parts place as it was used on a wide range of models
for a number of years whilst twice the price of the
Champion/Halfords (but still cheaper than the

K&N) has much better oil retention, so that will be

my choice in future.
Posted30 May 2008at19:41:17UK time

Erick Vesterback, Victoria, BC, Canada

Thanks Paul for confirming what | thought about
the Volvo filter. | find that oil pressure builds up
quicker than the old Frams | was using. | assumed
they were good quality because of the name. What |
do when starting my car is to operate the starter
without the choke for a few seconds until the oll
pressure registers, then pull the choke and fire it up.
| never hear or have heard even when the engine
was worn before the rebuild any clacking of the
bearings when | do this So | suppose this pre-lubes

the bearings pretty effectively. | wish | could do this
on my modern Toyota, but being all computerized,

it starts up instantly. | am sure there is no prelubing
in that case.

There is a thread on another board right now that
talks about prelube units. | am not sure they would
be much better than my method. Does turning the
engine with the starter until oil pressure registers
cause near the amount of bearing wear as starting it
fully with no pressure registering? | would think

Not. Posted3o May 2008at18:36:16 UK time

RAY, Fort Bragg, CA

Danny, The second best rated oil filter is sold by
NAPA under their gold label. The part number is
1068 and it is manufactured by WIX. I've used this
filter for 20 years and find it to be a very high
quality unit. RAY

Clifton Gordon, North Carolina, USA
| never had any problems using a Motorcraft FL
300 for several years. Clifton

£
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Hello friends.

Banger Racing in Holland & UK
The Dutchman, Pieter Leistra’s
exclusive 1949 James Young
Bentley was sent to heaven during
the “bangers” event at the Essex
Arena in UK 2007.

The jury mentioned it as the “crash
of the day” and “the crazy
Dutchman” got a trophy for it.
Simon Rolph, the driver of the car
which was hit hard on the back wa
not harmed and he was not angry
all. He even gave the crazy
Dutchman a compliment and said:
“Nice work, bloke”.

The banged up 1949 Bentley was
designed by James Young. Only fi
were made of this model. One of tf
five left is in a Bentley museum an
is insured for 1.300.000 Euros. No
another of the remaining cars was
smashed in a demolition derby at t
Essex arena in 2007.

If you enter “Bentley Essex” oviou
Tube.conyou will find movies of
the banger crash. See also the
pictures below.

Bentley before the demolition derby.

Bentley after the demolition derby.

on the back by Pieter Leistra’s
Bentley was a nice Alvis TA 21
Graylady of the late 40’s or 50's,
driven by Simon Rolph.

Ve
e
8
WThese banger races are popular in
Holland, Belgium and UK.

he

In the UK many British classics com
to their end in these demolition
derbys. Many Jaguars, Daimlers,
Rolls Royce’s, Bentley’s etc. have
found their demise here. Also, class
British hearses and ambulances are
popular because of their massive
weight.

Alvis before the demolition derby

On the next column you will find
some further interesting examples g
British cars which have been bange
up in the last few years.

Do not blame me, | only found the
pictures on the internet. | have not
bangered them to heaven. So, don
shoot the messenger.

Also the car which was seriously hit

Classic Alvis Hearse

Classic Daimler

Classic Bentley ?7?
d hope you enjoy my column. For

suggestions and questions please
not hesitate to contact me.

i€Greetings from Holland”
#$

e-mail :h.egges@hetnet.nl
flnternet www.car-brochures.nl
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