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Janet Graham 

 
Aug 28.* Club Meeting, 
Wise Guys, Statesville, NC 

 
Cool off in the beautiful 
North Carolina Mountains 
and enjoy a great MG Drive 
 
1. Club meets at Freds, in 
Statesville at 9:00a.m. on 
Saturday, June 21,2007, drive 
to N.Wilkesboro, meet the 
Wilkesboro area folks at Lowes 
Food Market Hwy 115 just 
across Hwy 421. 
2. Meet Rick on Hwy 16 at gas 
Station at Hwy 163 just past 
Blue Ridge Parkway Bridge. 
3. Drive to Hwy 194 Todd 
General Store. 
4. Drive to W. Jefferson for the 
Picnic at Jefferson 
Landing. Hamburgers and 
hotdogs with ALL the fixings 
ready about 1 or 1:30, just 
bring a dessert, your beverage, 
and comfortable chairs. If you 
want to get into the water, there 
are restrooms to change 
clothes. 
Continued page 9, Club Picnic 

 
        One man’s MG is another’s truck 
                                                     (Bob Thompson’s MGB-GT ) 

 
President's Message 
 
Hi everyone! 
We just had another lively meeting at Wise 
Guys. Thanks to everyone who takes the time 
to attend the meetings - the more, the 
merrier! From the feedback I received, Jim 
and Nancy's winery tour was a huge 
success! And due to popular demand, the 
Causey's are  
already planning next year's event! Bravo, 
Jim and Nancy! 
        
The kick-off of "The Great Race" may 
already be history by the time you get this 
letter, but Tyrone and I will be in the midst of 
a huge family reunion that weekend. So, Jim, 
if you see any really cool cars, I'm sure 
Tyrone would love to see pictures! 
 
The next PBMC event is the annual club 
picnic on Saturday, July 21st, sponsored by 
Rick and Carol Dynesius. It promises to be 
just as memorable as last year's event! We 
greatly appreciate all the effort that Rick and  
 
See Page 7, Column 1,  President’s Message  

Club Winery Tour 
       by Clifton Gordon 

We departed Asheboro 
around 9:15 to meet the tour 
participants at Gold Hill. The 
weather was cool and looked 
like we may have some rain. 
We had only a small drizzle 
and arrived in Gold Hill a 
little after 10. While waiting I 
walked around the park. They 
really have a nice park. It 
would be a great location for 
a car show. There are several 
miles of trails that pass 
through the area of old 
mining shafts.  

Bob and Lucy Ravich arrived 
around 10:30. A few minutes 
later the convoy from 
Statesville arrived. They were 
led by Jim and Nancy 
Causey. The group included 
Gary and Sue Colborne, 
Clyde and Karen Hollar, Ken 
and Patricia Nicks, Bob and 
Denice Thompson, Bob 
Wasson and Larry and 
Glenda Yow. I hope I didn’t 
miss anyone. 

Our lunch was scheduled at 
11:30 so we spent our time 
walking through the Gold Hill 
historic area. They even have  
 
 
Winery Tour  Continued Page 2, Column 1 
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Winery Tour  

 
wood sidewalks. The area is 
neat and clean.  
 
The wood shop was open so we 
went inside. Bob Ravich 
learned the shop owner is from 
Massachusetts. The shop uses 
modern tools for most jobs but 
they have a big display of old 
and unusual wood working 
tools. The owner told us that he 
learned the trade from his 
father and grandfather.  
 
It didn’t take long for us to find 
the old car in the back of the 
shop. It was a 1931 Model A 
Ford. It appeared to be in good 
condition and had a license 
plate on it. I doubt if they ever 
throw anything away. Some of 
the ladies found items to 
purchase in the shops they 
visited.  

By 11:30 it was time for lunch 
at Miss Ruby’s, the only place 
to eat in the historic area. My 
lunch was good and I didn’t 
hear anyone complain about 
the food. After lunch we went 
outside to get ready for the trip 
to Old Stone Winery.  

Terry and I enjoyed the visit to 
Gold Hill and found it an 
interesting place. It was the 
center of gold mining prior to 
the California gold rush. I’ve 
attached some photos of the 
Gold Hill historic area.  
 
Our return to Asheboro was 
uneventful. It was a good day. 
A great big thanks goes to Jim 
and Nancy for organizing the 
tour. 
                    £ 

 
 

 
 
 

     
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

        

CLASSIC TEST DRIVE –  
1989 BENTLEY 
MULSANNE S  
by Stuart Eastwood, April 2007 
 
If it is true that when one 
makes a purchase the degree 
of quality in the goods 
received is in direct 
proportion to the amount 
spent, then one would expect 
that the purchase of a new 
Bentley would be the 
pinnacle of quality 
automotive ownership. For 
most of us, owning a new 
example is about as likely as 
Mel Gibson selling souvenirs 
at the WailingWall. There 
are, however, previously 
enjoyed examples to be had 
for less money than a new 
Lincoln Zephyr. 
 
I recently drove a 1989 
Bentley Mulsanne S that was 
on offer at Three Point 
Motors in Victoria at just a 
tick under $40,000. In 
outstanding condition, with a 
bit more than 70,000 
kilometres on the clock, this 
looked to be a bit of a 
bargain. First, some 
background information 
about the Mulsanne S. It was 
offered between 1987 and 
1993 and is named after the 
famous Mulsanne straight at 
Le Mans, where Bentley 
enjoyed considerable racing 
success in the 1920s. The S 
version is based on the Turbo 
model that  
topped the range and has the 
same interior and suspension 
enhancements, the difference 
being that the S is  normally 
aspirated. 
 
Bently, Continued Page 3, Column 1 
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Bently 
 
Slightly more than 900 were 
built, ensuring a degree of 
exclusivity.  
 
Ettore Bugatti once suggested 
that Bentley built Europe’s 
fastest lorries, an observation 
that comes to mind when 
approaching the Mulsanne. This 
is a large car, but despite its 
dimensions, clever styling that 
combines formality with 
athleticism results in an 
attractive, well-proportioned 
vehicle. 
 
The cabin is a celebration of 
what the human hand can 
accomplish, with an interior that 
is a study in quiet opulence. A 
vast expanse of veneer forms 
the dash, which houses the 
vehicle’s white-on-black 
analogue gauges. 
 
One discordant note in the 
interior is the warning light 
panel set into the left-hand side 
of the dash. The result 
resembles a Blackberry glued 
onto a piece of Chippendale  
furniture. And while it is helpful 
to know in a timely manner  
when the brake level mineral oil 
has dripped away, or when the  
stop lamps are no longer 
supplying meaningful  
information to other drivers, 
warning lights set with jeweled 
lenses would be more in 

keeping with this vehicle’s 
interior.  
 
The speedometer and rev 
counter are set directly in front 
of the driver and are easily 
viewed through the thin-
rimmed, large-diameter steering 
wheel. Ancillary gauges and 
controls are set into the centre 
console. Everything in the cabin 
is well marked and follows a 
logical manner of placement. 
 
All-round visibility is very good 
and is enhanced by a seating 
position that in height is 
comparable to that of a small 
SUV. The seats are firm and 
encourage good posture when 
driving. 
 
A 6.75-litre V8 engine provides 
unobtrusive power, allowing the 
Bentley to make progress with 
ease. Gear changes are sorted 
by a three-speed automatic 
gearbox, which gives little 
indication of its workings. The  
ride is exemplary, making the 
car an obvious choice for 
extended highway travel. 
 
The steering and braking 
systems are well suited to the  
sporting character of the 
Mulsanne S and are not assisted 
to such a degree that road feel is 
entirely removed. This allows 
for enjoyable spirited driving  

when travelling on secondary 
roads. 
 
Watching the fuel gauge is a bit 
frightening. A magnetic storm 
would cause a compass needle 
to move less rapidly. Gas 
consumption of 16 kilometres 
per litre in the city is to be 
expected, rising to a slightly 
more encouraging 22 kilometres 
on the highway. 
 
Fuel costs aside, owning a 
Bentley becomes an intriguing 
prospect when such a gently 
used example is on offer. And 
when one considers that it can 
be used for the occasional 
wedding, ownership of this 
vehicle begins to appear almost 
practical. 
 
Western Driver Magazine 
 
 
 

 
 
                    £ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I’ve been a soldier and a slave. I’ve seen my companions fall in battle or die more slowly…I’ve 
held them in my arms at the final moment. These were men who saw life as it is, yet they died 
despairing. No glory, no brave last words, only their eyes, filled with confusion, questioning 
“Why?” I don’t think they were wondering why they were dying, but why they had lived. 

To surrender dreams – this may be madness; to seek treasure where there is only trash! But 
madness of all – to see life as it is and not as it should be .-Miguel de Cervantes from Man of La Mancha 
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PRODUCT EVALUATION–  
THE EASTWOOD 
POWDERCOATING 
SYSTEM 
 
Reprinted by permission from The eChatter 
Official Publication of the Emerald 
Necklace M. G. Register, Inc 

 
By John Treible 
Powder coating has been 
around for many years now 
on a commercial basis. It 
produces a finish that is 
resistant to virtually all 
chemicals, automotive 
liquids and UV light. It is 
also much more durable 
than most spray or 
brush-on paints. In a word 
it is ideal as a finish on 
most of the auto parts and 
brackets that we use for our 
MG restorations. If you 
watch Overhaulin’, they 
regularly send off the car 
frame to be powder coated. 

THE PARTS 
 
About five years ago Eastwood 
– a company that specializes in 
auto restoration products and 
tools – introduced a powder 
coating kit that the amateur 
restorer could use at home. The 
best way to get started is to 
order the HotCoat Elite Kit 
which consists of the 
application system (gun & 
power supply), high temp plugs 
& masking tape, a spool of 
stainless steel wire, 3 cups & 
lids, 4 containers of powder and 
instructions. 

In addition to the kit you need 
an electric oven of some sort 
capable of 450 degrees, a small 
air compressor with a capacity 
of.5 cfm at 5-8 psi and a 
regulator for the PC gun. For 

safety purposes you also need 
dust masks, a well ventilated 
work area, a paint respirator, 
disposable gloves, goggles and 
a pair of leather gloves. I 
purchased a used standard 30” 
electric stove from the St 
Vincent de Paul Store for $50 
for a curing oven. I am limited 
to parts that will fit in the oven. 
It is ideal for brackets and other 
small parts. Obviously powder 
coating the frame of my MGA 
at home is not in the picture 
although they do sell a couple of 
infrared curing systems for large 
parts if you care to go that far. 

THE EVALUATION 
The process is really rather 
simple and straight forward. 
Prepare the part 
As in any coating process, the 
part has to be CLEAN. This 
means that all traces of rust, dirt 
and grease have to be removed 
by whatever means you choose. 
I happen to have a media blast 
cabinet that serves the purpose 
well. After cleaning, the part 
should not be touched with your 
hands – use the disposable 
gloves or a pair of pliers. 
 
Hang the part 
It’s best if the parts are 
hanging at eye level to 
apply the powder. I took 
one of those wire frames 
from a political lawn sign (I 
knew they were good for 
something), bent the ends 
to form hooks and hung it 
from my garage rafter. I can 
then hang the small parts to 
be coated from it. This is 
where the stainless steel 
wire comes in. Cut a length 
of wire and make a hook to 
hang a part from then hang 

it on the lawn sign frame. 
This way you can do a 
number of parts at one 
time. 

Coat the part 
You are now ready to apply 
the powder to the part. 
Attach the grounding wire 
from the gun to the wire that 
the part is hanging on. If 
you attach the grounding 
wire directly to the part as 
per the instructions, you 
will end up with a spot that 
does not have any coating 
on it - not good! Apply the 
powder making sure that all 
areas are covered. 
Cure the part 
Now comes the tricky and most 
difficult part of the whole 
operation – getting the coated 
part from the application area to 
the oven. Why is it tricky? At 
this point what you have is a 
part with rather loose powder on 
it. If you touch the part in any 
way 
then the powder will easily 
brush off and you have to 
recoat it. Then you have to 
hang the part from a hot 
(450 degree) oven rack 
taking care not to touch the 
part 

to anything while at the same 
time trying to avoid a serious 
burn (minor burns are 
unavoidable). Heat at 450 for 
about five minutes until the 
powder flows out and then cure 
at 400 for another 20 minutes. 

Remove the part 
At the end of the curing time 
remove the part from the oven 
wearing the leather gloves and a 
pair of pliers. Set the part on a 
rack of some sort or hang it to  
 
See Product Eval, Page 5 



 5 

Product Eval 
 

cool down. You should have a  
nicely coated part that will 
endure years of chemical and 
environmental abuse. 
 
Conclusion 
As in most things that we do in 
our lives – practice does make 
perfect or at least easier and this 
is no exception. You develop 
your own techniques and 
methods. It takes a bit of thought 
as to how to fabricate the 
hanging wires so that you have a 
bit sticking out to attach the 
grounding clip to and it takes a 
bit of practice to move the 
coated part to the curing oven. 
Other than that this is a very 
easy and practical operation for 
us amateur restorers. I would 
not hesitate to recommend this 
kit. 
 
Colors 
As far a colors go Eastwood has 
a wide range of colors and 
powder types. There are 44 
Standard Colors, 24 Specialty 
Colors, 19 Super Hi-
Tech/Iridescent Colors, 6 Hi-
Temp Colors, Grey Primer, Bare 
Metal Clear, and Reflective 
Chrome. The colors that I have 
used so far for my MGA 
restoration are MG Maroon for 
engine parts (no I didn’t powder 
coat the engine block or 
cylinder head because it would 
be too difficult to hang them 
from a wire and move them to 
the oven), Bright Yellow which 
is a close match for the proper 
fan color and Under hood Black 
for brackets. 
Email: jrtreible@sbcglobal .net. 
 
( This might be a great tech 
session for the club to schedule. 
dj)  

              
History of The Shape 
Paul Williams, ©1995 
(additional images added by J. Vorsterman 
van Oijen and J. TenCate)  
 

 
 
It's now 20 years since the first 
Triumph TR7 rolled of the line 
and into dealer showrooms. 
Billed as The Shape of Things 
to Come by British Leyland,  
 
 

 
 
Triumph's parent company at 
the time, the entire concept of 
the car caught people by 
surprise. The big issue for 
sports car enthusiasts was 
figuring out how the car had 
evolved from the earlier TR 
range, and the obvious and 
perplexing conclusion was that 
it hadn't. The TR7 was clearly 
unlike any TR before, but it was 
also unlike virtually everything 
else on the road as well. What, 
then, to make of it? To answer 
that question requires some 
understanding of the emerging 
North American market for cars 
in the early to mid-seventies, 
and how transformations taking 
place in the British automotive 
industry related to that market 
 
From the beginning of TR7 
development, British Leyland 
saw North America as a 
primary destination for its new 
sports car. Codenamed "Bullet" 

by the factory, the car was to be 
the first of a new line of 
Triumph cars with a selection of 
engines, including a long-
wheelbase 4-seater hatchback 
called the Lynx. There was a 
big problem, though. 
Legislation was expected which 
would ban convertible cars, so 
British Leyland made the 
decision to produce a sports 
coupe, rather than a more 
traditional open-topped car. 
Related to safety legislation in 
the US was a requirement for 
bumpers that could withstand a 
5mph (8km/h) crash. Under that 
legislation you would be able to 
drive your car into a post at 
5mph, not damage the car's 
body, and have the bumper able 
to regain its original shape. 
Additional legislation specified 
minimum bumper height and 
minimum requirements for 
headlight height.  
 
This proposed legislation had a 
direct impact on the way the 
TR7 was to look, and was to be 
built. Unfortunately for 
Triumph, the ban on 
convertibles never occurred, 
and American legislators halved 
the 5mph bumper rule to 
2.5mph. This left Triumph to 
introduce their new big-
bumpered coupe at a time when 
you could still buy a 
convertible TR-6, Spitfire or 
MG, as well as a range of 
European alternatives. 

 

The Shape, continued page 6, column 1 
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The Shape, Continued  

So one reason why the TR7 
didn't owe much to earlier TR 
sports cars was because of the 
constraints imposed by 
proposed legislation in the US. 
Another reason had to do with 
the way British Leyland 
rationalized its holdings in an 
attempt to make itself profitable 
into the future. Part of the 
company's reorganization 
involved the decision not to 
further develop the MG line of 
sports cars, in favour of 
Triumph. Apparently the 
Triumph factory was more 
modern than that of MG, and 
MG was working on a new mid-
engined car that BL had no 
interest in at all. So Triumph 
got the nod for development, a 
decision which MGB 
enthusiasts have not forgotten to 
this day. 

The principal designer of the 
TR7 was Harris Mann, a stylist 
working in the old Austin-
Morris design studios. The 
earlier TR range was heavily 
influenced by the Michelloti 
studios in Italy (TR4) and the 
Karmann studios in Germany 
(TR6). But the TR7 was entirely 
an in-house project: a 
completely new car for a new 
era. Different it was -- low 
front, high tail, wide, looked 
like a wedge -- was this really 
the shape of things to come? 
For many people it just didn't 
look right, and from the 
beginning the design suffered 
the slings and arrows of people 

who couldn't or wouldn't adapt 
to its revolutionary shape.  

The Shape. That's what the 
advertisers fixed on as the 
defining feature of the car. The 
Shape of Things to Come, Get 
into the Shape, The Shape of 
Things that Win, and simply, 
The Shape. But by 1976, the 
scramble was on to change the 
shape by getting the roof off the 
TR7. For this task, Triumph 
returned to the Italian design 
studio of Michelotti, and by the 
time of its NA introduction in 
1979, what some thought an 
ugly duckling had certainly 
turned into a swan. 

 

 
The TR7 roadster was 
introduced to US market in 
July, 1979, to the European 
market in January, 1980, and to 
the home market in March, 
1980. The TR8 made its debut 
as a coupe in the US at the same 
time as the TR7 convertible. 
Plans for the V8 engined car 
were on the table from the 
beginning, but labour strife, 
engine availability and other 
factors kept it off the road for 
nearly five years. There was an 
initial run of 145 pre-production 
V8 coupes sent to the US in 
1978 as promotional vehicles 
for dealers. After informally 
selling off these cars through 
dealers, approximately 200 

production TR8 coupes 
followed. Some of these cars 
were built as early as December 
1978, although it appears that 
most were built in 1979 for sale 
in the US and Canada as 1980 
models. 47 of these cars are 
currently listed with the TR8 
Car Club of America, and all 
subsequent TR8s are 
convertibles. 
 
By the time the TR8 formally 
entered the NA market in 1980, 
British Leyland ceased to exist. 
Its automotive division 
transformed into BL Ltd, 
comprising two divisions: 
Jaguar-Rover-Triumph Ltd, and 
Austin-Morris Ltd. 
Development money was tight, 
especially so for Triumph. The 
TR8 saw very little in the way 
of detail changes, mechanical 
development and, unlike the 
TR7, no special editions. 
Advertising was virtually non-
existent. However, at the time 
of the TR8 launch, Triumph had 
pretty much got the car sorted. 
If they had brought out the TR8 
convertible in 1975 it might 
have been a winner, and if 
British Rover was to introduce 
the car now, well, it wouldn't 
look out of place. Ironically, it 
did turn out to be the shape of 
things to come. Judging from 
comments received by owners 
of these cars, it's a shape that's 
now very appealing.  
                    
               £
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July Club President’s Message (Continued from page 1)  

 
and Carol put in to this, so be sure to let them know 
by July 16th if you are planning to attend. There 
will be plenty of hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, etc., 
courtesy of the club  treasury, but everyone is 
requested to bring his/her own drinks, some type of 
dessert, and  something to sit on ( blanket, lounge 
chair, rocker, sofa, whatever!). Clyde and Karen 
Hollar will be leading the pack north from 
Statesville.  

Tyrone and I will be at the picnic in spirit, but our 
bodies will be in Pennsylvania at the VTR National. 
The TR3A is the featured car this year. David and 
Janet Graham will be "up North" with us, so the 
four of us will have to wait till the next club 
meeting at Wise Guys on July 31st, to hear about all 
the shenanigans that went on at the picnic! 
Ya'll have fun! 
 
See you at the next meeting! 
 
Esther 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Guys; 
         
David Graham and I drove over to Maggie Valley to 
meet some people from England and while at it we 
took in the lunch stop of the great race. Took a few 
pictures and here are some of them. We had a super 
time. Got to put some miles on David's Stag and it is 
a great driving fun car.  
 
Bob 
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Short history on the MGA Deluxe.   
 
After the MGA Twin Cam was discontinued 
because of various engine problems, the MGA Deluxe 
became available as a solution to use up left over 
production parts. 
 
The first Deluxe built was the MK I, 1600 
version.  These cars were all built to order.  The Twin 
Cam engine was replaced with the stock 1600 push 
rod engine.  One holdover from the Twin Cam was the 
removable inner fender service panels for the 
engine.  These panels were not present on the MK II 
versions of the Deluxe.  As the 1622 MGA MK II 
became the standard production model in 1962 the 
MK II Deluxe was built in greater numbers and made 
available to dealers.  In total there were only 395 
Deluxe examples produced between 1960 and 1962.  
 
Jim Brown 
 
 Production numbers. 
 
 1600 Mk I Roadster  70 
 1600 MK I Coupe  12 
 1622 MK II Roadster 290 
 1622 MK II Coupe  23 

 

 

�������

  

To all PBMC members. At the last club meeting after I 
came back from the bathroom something was being 
discussed. I wasn’t sure what was going on.  

I suddenly found myself being nominated and voted as 
the club member of the year. Needless to say I was 
surprised and at a complete loss for what to say or how 
to respond. I am very happy that the club members felt 
I deserved to be the club member of the year. I’m still 
kind of at a loss for words, but I want to thank each of 
you for making me the club’s member of the year.  

I will continue to make every effort to support the club 
and try to keep involved in club activities to the extent 
my health permits. Thanks again.  

Safety Fast, 

Clifton & Terry Gordon 
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Club Picnic 
 
5. After the picnic, you can 
drive the Parkway toward I-77 
and home or stop by the Thistle 
Meadow Winery (Sparta) for 
wine tasting, etc. 
  
IF YOU HAVE NOT RSVP'D 
FOR THE PICNIC, PLEASE 
DO SO BY JULY 16-2007. 
CALL OR EMAIL RICK AND 
CAROL DYNESIUS 
704.892.7908  or 
rdynesius@roadrunner.com 
 
Hope to see you there! 
Rick 
                £ 

A $5 FIRE INSURANCE 
POLICY  
Tech Tip from Eric Welty, 
editor of Backroads, the 
newsletter of the Texas MG 
Register 
 
I recently learned another 
interesting if unsettling fact 
about MG wiring harnesses. 
Unfortunately, the Prohibition 
Against Self Incrimination 
clause in the official FUBAR 
bylaws precludes me from 
revealing the precise nature and 
circumstance of my discovery. 
Suffice to say that I was 
unpleasantly surprised to find 
that before the Mark 2 MGB, 
none of the lighting circuits are 
protected by fuses. (And even 
then, it was only the taillights 
that finally got their own inline 
fuse). The headlights, parking 
and taillights, instrument lights 
and license plate lamp are all 
wired straight from the battery. 

Should a short be introduced 
into any of those wires, there's 
nothing to stop those ever-
eager electrons from making 
their mad dash from pole to 
pole except the endurance of 
the wire. None of which are 
designed to carry the full fury of 
a battery's amperage, and will in 
short order-pardon the pun-
become incandescent, melt 
their own insulation and that of 
any wires nearby. With any 
luck, the wire will act as its own 
fuse and burn itself in two 
before a fire is started, but the 
potential for disaster is obvious. 
Ask Jeremy Brown about the 
practical application of this 
strategy. 
 

My first explanation for this 
seemingly incomprehensible 
design was that the Abingdon 
bean counters simply wanted to 
save a pence or two on each 
car. More informed experts 
have advised me that it was 
actually an intentional design 
element, due to the unreliable 
nature of early fuses. 
Apparently, having the 
headlights fail at an inopportune 
time due to a faulty fuse was 
considered a greater threat than 
having the wiring develop a 
short circuit and self destruct. 
Even so, why not protect the 
other lighting circuits from 
possibly causing a roadside 
conflagration? Heaven forbid if 
one were out at night and a 
faulty fuse resulted in the loss 
of a license plate lamp! Or map 
light. Oh, the horror! Call me 

overconfident, but if all the 
lights suddenly went out, I 
think I could still find the brake 
pedal. Perhaps the engineers 
planned that the car could be 
safely guided to a stop under the 
romantic flickering glow of the 
resulting fire? 

In any event, advances in fuse 
technology have made that a 
moot issue. For an investment 
of about $5 and ten minutes of 
your time, you can install a 
modern blade-type inline fuse 
block into the lighting circuit 
and protect your wiring 
harness, and possibly your car, 
from an unfortunate and 
untimely demise. 

In the MGA, the headlight 
switch is powered by the same 
brown and blue wire that 
provides unfused power to the 
key switch. In MGBs it's a solid 
brown wire. Installing an inline 
fuse in that wire before it gets to 
the lighting switch is simple. 
Unhook the wire from the 
switch, connect it to one end of 
the inline fuse, and connect its 
other end back to the switch. 

                 £ 
 
Classic Picture from the past 
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Another Mini Trip   
by Bob Thompson 
 
Another year had pasted and it 
was time for the 4th annual 
Wings, Whistles and 
Wildflowers weekend at Cass, 
WVA.  This year was different 
in that if it was cool enough we 
were going to take Mini instead 
of Abby. Mini is our 76 Austin 
Mini Saloon, Abby  is Denice’s 
69 MGBGT. Abby has A/C. 
The weather looked AOK so we 
headed out Friday morning, 
June 1st about 8am. We headed 
up 115, then 18 to 113 into 
Virginia. Then we took 58 over 
to Independence and 21N to 
Wytheville. There we eased up 
I-77. Mini only has 998cc. 
That’s 36 horse power and 54 
lbs. of torque. We had lunch at 
Pipestem, thn proceeded on to 
Cass via White Sulphur Spings. 
We arrived about 4:30 after 
many stops for our old bones.  
  
Friday evening we had our 
orientation meeting and agreed  
 

to board our train at 7am 
Saturday. We rode the train for 
over 24 miles arriving back at 
Cass at 4:30pm, tired but happy 
from our many birds and 
wildflower sightings. The train 
would drop us off and go park a 
distance away so as to not make 
to much noise.  
  
Saturday evening we drove to 
Bartow where we had a 
wonderful dinner with friends at 
a local railroad theme 
restaurant. At 8pm we had our 
evening program on the days 
activates and a great slide show 
on early bird people such as 
Audubon. I managed to win two 
door prizes, a newly published 
book on the first 100 years of 
Cass and a nice pair of small 
binoculars! Sunday we got up 
early for a walk down the 
Greenbrier River Trail. It did 
however start raining and we 
cut it short.  
 
Monday dawned to clear skies.  
So Denice and I drove down to  
 

 
 
Cloverlick for photos and 
measurements of a 100+ year 
old railway depot I hope to 
pattern my new shop after. The 
rest of Monday was just easy- 
going, walking, talking and 
looking at various things. 
Denice got in plenty of reading, 
something about a cat from 
outer space.  

 
Tuesday we eased back home. 
Little Mini got just shy of 
40mpg and performed without a 
hitch. If you want to look into 
this fun, inexpensive weekend 
for next year check out     
http://www.cassrailroad.com/di
nner.html 

         
     £ 
 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hi Danny,  
  
This article is a little off the normal 
British car topic but I believe it's 
appropriate for an article because 
it shows what one of our talented 
club members can do with an 
assortment of parts and lots of  
thinking and planning. I'm talking 
about Clyde's hot rod, it has lots of 
MG content. The last issue of the 
Lugnut was good, thanks for for 
helping make the Lugnut 
something I look forward to 
receiving. 
  
Clifton 
  

Clyde Hollar’s 
English Ford 
by Clifton Gordon 

After World War II Ford of 
England made several attempts 
to sell different English Ford 
cars through US Ford dealers. I 
remember some of their cars.  

The Anglia and Prefect were 
very small and slow cars. The 
Consul and Zephyr were bigger 
cars, but they were expensive. 
The Zodiac was also bigger 

than the Anglia. These cars 
were sold in the 50’s and the 
60s . 

The Ford Cortina was sold by 
some Ford dealers in the 60‘s. It 
was a good compact car, but it 
didn‘t sell in big numbers.  

The performance version of the 
Cortina was a twin cam Lotus 
Cortina. I watched 3 Lotus 
Cortinas race in the Road  

See page 11, column l, Clyde’s English Ford 
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Clyde’s English Ford 

America 500 at Elkhart Lake in  
1964. One was driven by Jimmy 
Clark. The cars would lift the 
outside front wheel several 
inches off the track when 
cornering. They won their class 
in that race. Clyde doesn’t have 
any of these cars. He has built 
an English Ford hot rod. Read 
on for more information. 

If you are a purist you may not 
like Clyde’s Ford, but I 
think you will agree that it‘s 
interesting and building it 
required lot of creative thinking. 
He didn’t use any restorable 
cars for parts to build his hot 
rod. It was constructed from 
parts removed from parts cars 
years ago and after market parts 
for items he didn‘t have on 
hand. The result is a one of a 
kind very uncommon hot rod 
that contains lots of British car 
parts. You cannot go to a parts 
supplier or kit builder and get a 
kit car like the one Clyde built. 
Clyde is a good craftsman and 
knows how to fabricate and 
assemble car parts, so he 
decided to build something a 
little different, make that a lot 
different.  

Why an English Ford? Clyde 
used a 1927 Model T Ford fiber 
glass body, an original 1928 
Model A Ford grill and a 1927 
Model T Ford windscreen 
frame.  

 

The body assembly is mounted 
on a 1951 MG-TD frame. A 
complete cross member 
assembly from a 1969 MGB is 
used for the front end.  

The steering is a 1969 MGB 
rack and pinion assembly with a 
1964 MGB steering column.  

The 1800 cc engine is from a 
1969 MGB with stock twin side 
draft SU carburetors.  

A 4 speed MGB transmission 
transmits power from the engine 
to a 3:90 MGB rear axle 
assembly.  

Standard MGB leaf springs 
attach the rear axle assembly to 
the frame. Four lug Ford Falcon 
wheels are used on the front and 
5 lug aftermarket wheels are on 
the rear.  

The dash is from a 1957 MGA 
with MG gauges.  

The gas tank is from a 1964 
Triumph TR-4. Rear trunk 
hinges are from a 1957 Triumph 
TR-3. The master brake and 
clutch cylinder is from a 1957 
MGA.  

Rear tail lights are from a 1961 
MGA. It uses a seat from a Geo 
Tracker. Of course there are 
many other parts used to neatly 
tie all the parts into a functional  
hot rod. I believe the car content 
is more than 50% British and 
it’s entirely correct to call it an 
English Ford.  

The beauty of this car is that all 
the parts are integrated into a 
functional car that looks right 
and is easy to drive. I have seen 
the car leave club meeting two 
times. It sounds good, appears 
to track correctly, and sounds 
like a typical MG.  

How many of us could 
assemble a working car from 
such a variety of parts? I don’t 
believe I could, I commend 
Clyde for making something 
that is interesting, very 
functional and immediately gets 
your attention. By the way, 
Clyde also does his own 
painting so it’s a total in house 
build.  

See the following photo for 
more details of this special hot 
rod. Notice that everything 
seems to fit and it looks right 
for a hot rod. It isn’t very heavy 
so I wouldn’t try to out run it in 
a 100 foot dash. When asked if 
it’s fast? “No”. Asked if it’s 
fun? “Oh Yeah” To me that 
sums it up as a fun car just like 
any other British car. After all 
it’s an English Ford.  

  

                                                                                                                                                    £ 
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Want to go? 

 

Bob Ravich, Clyde Hollar and 
Bill Cashion were planning a 
visit to Raceworld USA, 
Waltrip’s new race shop and 
museum which just opened a 
few weeks ago in Cornelius, NC 
(I-77, exit 28). Bob wrote, that 
since there are no club activities 
scheduled for August, “I was 
wondering if we might not 
invite the Club to go as a 
group.  It might make for a nice 
day.” 

Bob has checked in with the 
Waltrip’s new facility and they 
suggested that Mondays 
through Wednesdays are the 
best days to visit, in terms of the 
team and seeing the cars in their 
garages and being worked on.  
“They will have just come back 
from a race and will be getting 
ready to go out to the next one 
by Thursday or Friday. Of 
course, there’s not much being 
done nor is there much activity 
to see once they leave for the 
race location for the weekend.” 
 
Admission rates are $15.00 for 
adults, $10.00 for seniors and 
the group rate is $12.00 (groups 
of 15 or more).  The hours are 

9:00 – 7:00 Monday through 
Saturday; 12:00 to 5:00 on 
Sundays. 
Take a look at their web 
site www.raceworldusa.net   
 
Visiting the website “About 
Raceworld USA” here is what 
the visitor might expect:  
 
Raceworld USA, located in 
Cornelius, NC off I-77 Exit 28 
encompasses over 11 acres and 
more than 140,000 sq ft of 
behind the fence NASCAR 
excitement. This expansive 
campus houses Michael Waltrip 
Racing's three NASCAR 
NEXTEL Cup Series teams and 
one NASCAR Busch Series 
team. Fans are welcomed to 
take an all access tour of all 
areas of the garage and 
fabrication shops and to check 
out the inner workings of a true 
operating multi-car NASCAR 
race team. Look into the 
engineering room, machine 
room, gear and transmissions 
bay and the main assembly 
area. Fans are treated to many 
interactive exhibits including 
learning how to build a 
NEXTEL Cup Series car 
through state of the art 
computer technology, the track 
by track analysis, as well as the 
evolution of safety gear. Walk 
through a team transporter and 
a real motor coach similar to 
the ones lived in by the 

NASCAR drivers and team 
owners on race weekends. 
Patrons will view the film "Race 
Day" in a HD movie theatre 
and also be invited to watch 
actual pit stop practice in the 
pit arena. In addition to the live 
features , fans will see over 20 
short films on plasma TV's, and 
interactive 3D graphic displays 
throughout the facility that tell 
the behind the scenes story of 
Waltrip's race teams. As a 
project that is ever evolving, 
Raceworld USA's future 
exhibits will include the chasis-
dyno room, shock room, the Car 
of Today and Car of Tomorrow 
display a retail store and a 
restaurant. 
 

So look this information over 
and perhaps the club could 
discuss visiting the site at its 
July meeting later this month. 
dj 

 

The  Drivers 

Michael Waltrip  

Dale Jarrett  

David Reutimann  

Josh Wise  

Ken Butler III  

Brett Butle
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T h i s  Mo n th ’ s  
M e mb e r  P ro f i l e  
 
Beth and Dick Lunney’s 
involvement in British sports 
cars actually began before they 
ever met. The connection was  
Austin-Healeys.  
 
Dick bought his first car after 
his freshman year in college at 
Kent State University in Ohio, a 
1960 Bugeye Sprite.  The 
car needed some cosmetic work 
which he was able to address 
while working at a body shop 
during the summer. The Old 
English White Sprite sported a 
red interior and chrome luggage 
rack and had just enough room 
to hold all his “stuff.”  His 
mother said “he looked like a 
hippie version of the Beverly 
Hillbillies as he headed out for 
his sophomore year.”  During 
the summer of his sophomore 
year, he and a friend raced an 
Austin-Healey 100 at several 
SCCA races, winning nothing, 
scaring each other several times 
and totally wasting the money 
they were suppose to be earning 
for their next year in college. 
  
While Dick was wasting his 
time and money on Austin-
Healeys in New York and Ohio, 
Beth, who grew up in 
Greenville, NC, was dating a 
cadet at VMI while she attended 
Mary Baldwin College in 
Staunton, VA. The cadet owned 
an Austin-Healey BJ8 and 
couldn’t drive the car while in 
school. This meant that Beth 
had to get the car each weekend 
and drive it for the cadet. Beth 
kept this little secret from Dick 
until several years into their 
marriage.  

 
They had met while Dick was 
stationed as at Pope Air Force 
Base near Fayetteville, NC, and 
Beth was a math teacher at a 
nearby junior high school. Dick 
thought he needed to show Beth 
some of the nuances of the Big 
Healey and was quite surprised 
when Beth hopped in and drove 
it away in a blaze of tire smoke 
with a big grin on her face. Dick 
returned to college after five 
years in the Air Force and 
together they bought a red 1961 
Austin-Healey 3000 MK I as a 
second car.  
  
Ultimately the 3000 was traded 
in for a Dodge Dart as they 
headed for a career in sales and 
marketing in the printing and 
packaging industry which took 
them to Rochester, NY; New 
Jersey, Chicago, Memphis, 
Kansas City and finally moving 
to Huntersville, NC. Dick 
bought another Bugeye Sprite 
while they lived in Memphis, 
Tennessee. This investment led 
to their involvement in the 
Austin-Healey Club of 
America, which still continues 
today. Dick has served as editor 
of their nationally distributed 
magazine and several terms as 
club vice president.  
 
Beth began publishing the 
national Healey magazine back 
in 1990 and continues to 
produce it as well as national 
publications for the Jaguar club 
and the Triumph club. In 
addition, Dick co-edits and Beth 
produces CLASSIC MG 
Magazine. This last enterprise 
evolved when the long running 
MG Magazine went bankrupt 
and ceased publication leaving a 
void for MG enthusiasts who 

own and enjoy more than one 
model served by their respective 
Registers. 
  
They are actively involved in all 
of these national car clubs and 
have served as chairman for the 
National Conclave for the 
Austin-Healey Club of America 
in 1988 and advisors for several 
other Conclaves. They’ve 
attended (usually driving one of 
their British cars) to national 
and international events in 
Australia, California, Canada, 
Colorado, Georgia, Illinois, 
Kentucky, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee, 
Texas, Utah, Virginia and 
Washington. They have just 
returned from driving their 
newly restored 1956 Austin-
Healey to this year’s Healey 
Conclave in Burlington, 
Vermont, a trip covering over 
2500 miles and had the Healey 
lose a rear wheel bearing while 
crossing the Adirondacks in 
New York State.  While at this 
event Dick won his class in the 
gymkhana (autocross) and also 
competed in the two mile hill 
climb and the 100+ mile rally.   
  
Today, the Lunney’s are active 
in the Piedmont British Car 
Club as well as the Carolinas 
Austin-Healey Club and the 
Metrolina MG Club. Their 
garage contains the 1956 
Healey 100 Le Mans, a 1967 
Sprite and a 1978 MGB which 
is Beth’s daily driver and the 
company car. Their daughter, 
Margie, and son-in-law, Chris 
Moody, who live in Harrisburg, 
NC, just gave them their four 
grand child, Mason. The three  
 
See the Luneys, Column1, page 14  
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The Lunneys 

 
other grandchildren belong to 
their son, Chuck and his wife 
Missy, who live outside Kansas 
City.  

           
(The Lunneys are why the 
Piedmont British Motor Club is 
so special. We have great 
members who not only support  
 

 
the club, but are actively 
involved in keeping the spirit of 
the unique British car marque 
alive and growing. dj)  

                     £ 
 
 

 
Dick driving his daughter, Margie, to her wedding  
 

 
 

 
Dick with son, Chuck  

 

 
Beth and Dick at Lake Tahoe 
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                                                                  PIEDMONT BRITISH MOTOR CLUB 

(FOUNDED JUNE 1994) 

Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Our Club is dedicated to the maintenance, preservation, and family enjoyment of English Motor Vehicles.  A 
full copy of the club by laws is available upon request. 
 
The annual fee for dues is $25.00. Dues are due and payable in June of each year and are delinquent after 
August 1. 
 
For new members annual dues are prorated as follows:        June 1 –  August 31, $25.00;        September 1 –  
November 30, $20.00;              December 1 –  February 28, $15.00;                             March 1 –  May 31, 
$10.00. 
 
Owner’s name: ____________________________ Spouse’s Name ___________________________ 
 
Owner’s Birthday: (D/M)____________________  Spouse’s  Birthday: (D/M)___________________ 
 
   Anniversary: ________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________ City: ______________________ State: ______ 
 
Zip: _________ Home Phone: ____________________ Other Phone: _________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Interest:    �  Driving Tours        �  Rallyes          �  Tech. Sessions          �   Other: ____________________________  
 
Special talents/expertise that you would be willing to share:  __________________________________________________ 
 
 

BRITISH MOTOR VEHICLES CURRENTLY OWNED 
 

 Model                 Year   Condition           Chassis or Commission # 
 
1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Make Checks payable to: “PBMC”.       Mail to: PBMC      663 Kenway Loop      Mooresville NC 28117 

(Rev March 2006) 

Club Use Only 
Date Received: __________________     Amount Received: _____________________     Member #: ____________ 
Check # ____________                            Dues Paid ________________________  thru  _______________________ 


