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        March 2008 ���������	�           Statesville, North Carolina 

 
Notes from the Head Gasket 

 
Just got back form San Francisco…the land of perpetual ability to drive your British car all year long-

with the top down!  OK, so there is an occasional rainy day, but it didn’t stop the hippies in their day, so it 
shouldn’t stop us modern British Car lovers…But SF is where I spent five years in training and bought my first 
MGTD. Kay and I would put our kids in day care, (25 cents an hour) and head out for an adventure in the Marin 
Headlands or points north. It was the halcyon days before cell phones, so we always made sure we had plenty of 
change and friends who would be willing to come to the rescue. Too often we actually had to activate our 
emergency plans, but as long as we made it back in time to get the kids out of day care, we figured we were 
dong OK!  This time we saw plenty of people doing the same thing. Generally the cars were a lot nicer than our 
old TD, but they all had cell phones and had no clue what a great challenge they had missed some 30 years ago!   

Meanwhile, back in the Carolinas, the car show season has finally arrived. The club will be getting folks 
together for a drive up Saturday morning to Shelton Vineyards on the 19th of April. For those of you not going 
up Friday night, the where and when will be posted on the website.  I’m hoping one of my cars will be ready for 
the trip. At least now I have a cell phone and no kids in day care to worry about!  
��
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Piedmont British Motor 
Club Regalia Information 
 

    
Club Badges Are Now Available 
  
We now have a new supplier for 
name badges.  I know we have 
gained some new members lately.  
Welcome all.  We now have some 
a new design available.  A picture 
of a new badge is shown above.  
Whether you are new to the group, 
lost your badge, or just like the new 
one, the process to acquire a badge 
is to contact Nancy Causey, 
jncausey@roadrunner.com or (704) 
528 9830. It is preferable that you 
 
(See Club Badges page  6, column 3)  
 

 
The Piedmont British Motor Club 
will meet at 7PM, March 25th  at 
Wise Guys in Statesville, NC. Join 
us for a social hour and dinner at 
6PM. See you there! 

 
Club Officers   
 
Walt Curl- President 
 
Bob Wasson - Vice President 
 
Nancy Causey –Treasury 
 
Denice Thompson – Secretary 
 
Karen Hollar Club – Historian 
 
Janet & David Graham – 
Distribution 
 
Danny Jacob – 
Newsletter/Website Editor 
 

 

 
 
Hello friends, 
 
After many months of preparation 
the 16th of March 2008 came sooner 
as expected. After a week of 
looking at the weather forecast, it 
seemed to be that Sunday the 16th of 
March was becoming to be a rainy 
and windy day. Most of the time the 
forecast is wrong, but believe me 
this time they were absolutely right. 
 
What should have been a good day 
for a Sunday afternoon MG tour 
became a rainy and windy day.  
Only 9 cars turned up at the day of 
 
(See page 8, Hermann)  
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Club Trip Proposed 
 
Sorry, this event was cancelled due to 
conflicts and lack of interest (dj) 
 
Hello to all club members, 
  
At last month’s club meeting Bob 
Wasson gave a presentation on a 
potential event for all club 
members.  For those of you who 
could not attend last night's 
meeting Janet Graham summarized 
the information below. 
  
If you are interested in participating 
in this event please contact Bob as 
soon as possible - by phone - (704) 
876-2299  or  by email at 
robertwasson@bellsouth.net   
  
Here is the info: 
  
Destination: the historic Balsam 
Mountain Inn  just off the Blue 
Ridge Parkway in Balsam, 
NC (about 30 minutes past 
Asheville). 
  
The Plan:  Depart Statesville on 
Friday. Caravan along the back 
roads to the Balsam Mountain Inn. 
Dinner and socializing at the Inn on 
Friday night. 
  
Saturday - Depart Balsam 
Mountain Inn for a drive down the 
scenic Cherohala Skyway - 
winding up and over 5400 foot 
mountains for 15 miles in NC and 
descending another 21 miles into 
the forested backcountry of 
Tennessee. The return drive to the 
Inn will be via a route known as 
The Tail of the Dragon - a twisting, 
winding road    that your little 
British car will just love (check it 
out at tailofthedragon.com)   
Dinner and socializing at the Inn on 
Saturday night  
  
Sunday - After a leisurely  
 

breakfast at the Inn, return home. 
  
The Costs: The Balsam Mountain 
Inn is offering the club special rates 
for their rooms of $99.00/night for 
a regular room and $115.00/night 
for a mini-suite. Breakfast is 
included in the rate. Dinner at the 
Inn is somewhat pricey with 
entrees averaging around $30.00 
each, but Bob says the food is 
superb and worth the price  
 
The Date: Bob has given us a 
choice of two weekends in early 
May (this is the best time for the 
scenic drive on the Skyway). The 
trip could be either May 2nd - May 
4th  or May 9th - May 11th. 
  
Options:   
 
1. Participants could drive to the 
Inn on Friday via the Interstate 
(approx 3 hours from Statesville) 
and meet up with the back roads 
group at the Inn for dinner. 
 
2. Participants could return home 
after the Saturday drive (that would 
put total driving distance on Sat at 
around 250-275 miles). 
  
The trip will be scheduled for the 
weekend that most can attend.  
Please tell Bob in your email which 
dates you prefer if you have a 
conflict for a given weekend, etc.  
In order to set the room rates with a 
block of rooms, Bob needs to know 
as soon as possible who will be 
participating.  
 

�
�
�
���	��	��	��	����
����
When we remember we are all 
mad, the mysteries disappear and 
life stands explained. 
  - Mark Twain 

 

 

CLUB PICNIC for 2008 
 

           
 
After the last Club meeting Bob 
Ravich sent the following email. ���  
 
Walt / Bob / Danny: 
 
As briefly discussed at our last 
meeting, Lucy & I are offering our 
home as a venue for this year’s 
club “picnic.” We were thinking of 
Saturday, the 19th of July as a good 
date. We live on Lake Norman (in 
Cornelius) and have a sandy beach; 
folks could swim, if they’d like and 
we could grill hamburgers and hot 
dogs with potato salad and slaw, 
etc. 
 
Typically, the club has paid for the 
food and paper goods while 
members bring soft drinks and 
desserts and any other food that 
they’d like. 
 
I think that the event and date could 
be published in the newsletter with 
a request for an RSVP so that we 
could get an idea of the level of 
interest and a head count. That way 
we’d know about how much food 
to buy.  The responses could be 
sent to me by email with a cut off 
date of July 7th. 
 
What do you think?  Any 
suggestions are welcome. 
 
Regards, 
  
Bob Ravich 
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Minutes for Feb Meeting: 
Induction of guests 
 
Review from last meeting- 

1) Points system 
2) Membership drive 
3) Regalia –name tags –costs 

$5.oo for pin-$7.00 for 
magnet-email Nancy and 
send money if interested. 

4) Order all other products on 
internet  

5) Send articles and classified 
ads to Danny 

 
Update on Tyrone –Still in a lot of 
back pain. 
 
Events discussed 

1) Mooresville Cruise-1st 
Saturday of every 
month-date for  car        
show Aug 2nd- wanted 
cars 30 yrs or older-
hours 4-8 
E-mail Bill Cashion if 
going. 

 
Bob Wasson-Shelton Vineyard 
Show April 18-19-Using Hampton 
Inn as motel. Next meeting will set 
up time to meet for drive to show. 
 
Bob also discussed setting up a 
Balsam Mtn trip. 100 year old Inn-
50 rooms-great food-2 night trip 
Friday and Saturday come home 
Sunday. 1st and 2nd weekends in 
May. Let Bob know if interested. 
 
Raleigh club trip to beach 
discussed. 
 
Grayling show 19-20 September 
 
Tech session ideas wanted. 
 
Bob Ravich to set up Saturday 
Morning meetings. 
 
PJ discussed his trip to England. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MGB Commission Plate 
stamping 

It is very rare to find an originally 
maintained British sports car these 
days. Like their drivers, parts wear 
out and need replacement. Unlike 
their owners, however, parts for the 
cars are often easy to locate and 
replace. So, one of my interests 
while visiting car shows is to look 
for cars with reproductions that are 
as close to original as possible.  

One very visible part that I’ve 
noticed has suffered badly over the 
years is the commission plate, 
located on the bonnet lock platform 
on MGBs.  Most often I’ve noticed 
that owners just leave the original 
plate on the car or after purchasing 
a blank plate from Moss or Victoria 
British improvise by stamping the 
numbers themselves or use a local 
jeweler to approximate the original 
size and fonts. The result is usually 
obvious and does not look original 
at all.  

The VIN plate on my 1970 MG has 
faded and was also damaged when 
I had the car resprayed so it needed 
replacement as well. 

As a result I’ve been questioning 
owners and looking for a way to 
replace my own faded and dented 
commission plate. So it was my 
lucky day when I recently stumbled 
across the Clarke Spares & 
Restorations website: “Since 1976 
CSR has always specialized in 
making parts and providing 
services that are not available 
elsewhere. The goal is to reproduce 
parts to original standards in order 
to insure proper fit and longevity 
(of wear). Many of the parts we sell 
are made in house—especially  

 
 
metal pieces. CSR has also invested 
in new tooling to produce many 
rubber parts which are made in the 
USA and Britain. In some cases 
original tooling has been located 
and resurrected.” 
 
Visiting their website it appears 
Clarke Spares provides the 
stamping service that will solve my 
problem. Last week I emailed Todd 
Clarke and he immediately replied: 

To emboss a plate - (raised figures) 
- $24.00 each.  To indent, stamp 
one plate - $16.00 each. Todd was 
not sure whether the specific MG 
plates were indented or embossed. 
(Both my MGs plates are indented) 
 
Clarke Spares requires the blanks 
(“I don't make VIN/Commission  
plate blanks”) and proof of 
ownership which can be the 
originals or copy of title or copy of 
registration or a combination of 
before mentioned. (Blanks can be 
purchased from Moss or Victoria 
British). Clarke Sparse takes 
VISA/MC.  All can be mailed to   
 
For Shipping: 
Clarke Spares & Restorations 
46 Cedar Hill Rd. (Rear) 
Chalfont, PA 18914-2006 
 
Go to the website 
www.clarkespares.com for 
additional information.    
 
����������������
 

        
      MGB Commission Plate 
 

        
          MGB VIN Plate 
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1 Car Number Plate for MGB/C 
(minus the VIN plate which Moss 
sells as a pair) This is the plate that 
goes on the driver’s side door “B” 
post. Moss- $17.10, will sell for 
$12 plus postage if mailed. Danny 
Jacob: 336 838-3255. email - 
mgb_mga@yahoo.com .  
 

       
 

              £ 
 
The MG YB 
(author unknown)  

When we bought this car in mid-
2003 it had only 76,000 original 
miles on the clock. The car is 
unrestored, still retaining its factory 
paint, interior and engine. In fact, 
there is nearly nothing on the car 
that isn't completely original! The 
green paint on the side was not an 
official M.G. offering, and after a 
bit of research it was determined 
that this was added at, or shortly 
after the time of purchase. 

Manufactured on July 23, 1953, 
this MG YB was first sold in 
England. Much of its early history 
is unknown but it is believed to 
have had only one owner before 
1979. Sometime during that year a 
gentleman from Canada passed 
through England on his way to the  

 
 
 

 

Middle East while on vacation. He 
spotted the car for sale, and having 
owned an M.G. years before, he 
decided to buy it on the spot. 

He toured England in the car for 
two weeks before shipping it back 
to Canada. There the YB was 
placed in storage where it sat 
unused for over twenty years. His 
collection was passed on to his son 
who now had more cars than he 
could handle. S so this one was 
sold to a pair of lucky buyers... us! 

Our plans are to keep this car as 
original as possible, but also to 
drive it as it was meant to be. There 
are only a handful of Y-Types in 
the USA and even fewer of the YB 
model. As you can imagine, it 
really turns a lot of heads! For 
those of you who are not familiar 
with these cars, here is a list of 
features you may or may not expect 
to find on a car of this type. 

·  Remote rear window shade 
(elaborate string and pulley 
system)  

·  Interior dome light  
·  Jackall system (the car jacks 

itself off the ground!)  
·  Trafficators (lighted turn 

signal arms that pop out 
from the side of the car)  

·  Adjustable steering column  

   

     

The Triumph Italia 2000 
Gran Turismo Coupé 
By Tyrone Stoner 

 

     
 
I'm starting this article out with a 
brief description of what is an   
Italia.  The full name given to the 
car is Triumph Italia 2000 
Gran Turismo Coup'e, but most 
commonly referred to as the 
Triumph Italia.   
 
These cars pretty much were never 
seen by most Triumph   
enthusiasts until few years ago, but 
now has started showing up at 
various shows across the 
country. There were only 329 of 
the cars made, and about 150 
found.   
 
The badge on each rear wing that 
reads TM TRIUMPH, says it 
all. Telaio (te LAH yo) Motore 
(MOTOH re) Triumph, meaning: 
Undercarriage, Motor by Triumph!  
Chassis, drive train, 
wheels, steering wheel and 
instruments were Triumph TR3. 
This was then shipped to Vignale in 
Italy, where craftsman 
attached their hand-built body, 
turning it into an Italia. 
 
Here's the story!  I have become 
long distance pen pal with a   
fellow in Portugal, who a short 
time ago, March 7th, 2007 to 
be exact, purchased one of the TSF 
Triumph Italias (The last twenty-
nine or so TR3B cars all have the 
TSF prefix on commission  
 
(See Italia page 5 Column 1) 
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(Italia) 
 
numbers and their engines), were 
TR3's destined to become 
Italias. His car  TSF 316, being one 
of the TSF cars has some trim 
differences from the other Italias. 
The Italias are usually grouped in 
four categories: show cars, early 
cars, late cars and TSF cars.  His 
car was found in a collection in the 
Netherlands and was mostly there, 
but in somewhat rough shape,  
originally shipped to Maryland 
when new. All the TSF Italias, I've 
been told, were shipped to the US. I 
was just informed that the car has 
just finished a complete 
restoration. The restoration may 
have taken less time, but being an 
Italia with parts missing, there was 
no way it was to be a quickie!   
 
With shared knowledge from other 
Italia owners and me, the job was 
made a lot easier. I shipped an extra 
front bumper, tail light housings, 
and exterior door handles that were 
used as patterns to make new 
pieces. There are some trim pieces 
on the Italias that are shared with 
cars such as Ferrari 250 Tour De 
France, Ferrari Dino, Maserati 
3500 GT, Lamborghini 350/400 
GT, Lancia Appia, and Fiat. There 
are a number of pieces though that 
are specific to the Italias and were 
Vignale parts only, such as the 
exterior door handles.   
 
The restoration as you can tell took 
a year, good for a more common 
car and great for an Italia.  Hope 
you enjoy the attached photo! 
 
   ��������
������������������������� ���
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Tyrone’s own Italia 

                   £ 

 

A mini British Invasion at 
Mooresville Cruise-in. 
  
The discussion at our January 
meeting brought little interest for 
our club doing a car show.  It has 
been suggested that we could have 
a mini British Invasion of the 
Mooresville Cruise-in to showcase 
our British cars and our club.  I 
have talked to the Cruise-in 
Chairman and a special location for 
us to be together has been 
arranged.  At our February 
meeting , Saturday August 2 was 
chosen from several available 
dates.  The Cruise-in runs from 4 to 
8 pm for any vehicle 30 years or  
older (sorry-- no new Minis).  We 
can decide on a time and place to 
meet as this August 2 date grows 
closer.  Please contact Bill Cashion 
at 704-664-7073 or at 
sjcashion@yahoo.com if you have 
any questions. 
  
������������������������������������������������� ���
               £ 
 

           

 

Servicing Emissions 
Absorption Canisters 

by Clifton Gordon 

Beginning around the 1970 model 
year most MGs and other British 
cars used absorption canisters as 
part of their emissions package. 
The canisters are a black round part 
with some hoses connected to them 
and are usually located in the 
engine compartment. Their 
function is to keep fuel vapors from 
escaping into the air. My MGB 
manuals have two types of 
maintenance requirements for 
canisters. There is a filter in the 
bottom that should be replaced 
every 12k miles or each year. The 
complete canister is supposed to be 
replaced at 50k miles or any time 
it’s becomes fuel saturated. Some 
manuals say replace the canister at 
24k miles, but my 73/74 owner’s 
manual emissions warranty in the 
center of the manual states they 
must operate for 50k miles under 
the emissions warranty. The 
canister one emissions device that 
doesn’t consume any engine power. 

I’m not sure if canister filters are 
available through normal sources, 
but they can be cut from filter 
paper or perhaps coffee filters. 
Canisters are available new for 
around $120. On some newer 
British cars there are two canisters. 
The canisters use charcoal granules 
for filtering so they can be 
disassembled and the charcoal 
replaced with aquarium charcoal 
that can be found in pet supply 
stores. I found some at Wal-Mart. 
Changing the charcoal isn’t a 
difficult job. 
 
(See Servicing Emissions Absorption Canisters, page 
column 1)  
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(Servicing Emissions Absorption Canisters) 

The hardest part may be getting the 
hoses off. They are getting old,  
may be stiff and can be damaged if 
you aren’t careful. Most canisters 
have three hose nipples on top. The 
center has a hose to the valve cover 
and the side nipples have hoses to 
the carburetors and a vapor hose to 
the separator or expansion tank. A 
bottom hose is used for a vent. 
Removal consists of removing the 
hoses and unclamping the canister 
from the bracket or the bracket can 
be removed with the canister. 
About 7-8 ounces of charcoal is 
needed to service one canister. The 
container I found had 9 ounces. It 
costs around $6 as I recall.  

The charcoal can be washed to 
eliminate the dust. If you chose to 
wash it you may want to wash it 
before you start and have it ready 
to install. After getting the canister 
off, it’s not difficult to take it apart. 
The bottom screws off and the filter 
will come out first. If it looks good 
and is clean, it can be reused. I 
washed mine in a parts washer and 
it cleaned up OK. With the canister 
upside down you will see a retainer 
with six tabs that fit in slots in the 
canister body. Remove the retainer. 
Under it is a screen gauze. If the 
gauze is good it can probably be 
cleaned. Mine was good. Now pour 
out the charcoal and throw it away. 
Under the charcoal is another filter 
pad. Mine was usable. Then there 
was another screen gauze. The last 
items are a special washer and a 
spring. Clean all the parts and make 
replacements for any un-usable 
parts. 

 

To assemble, install the spring, 
special washer, the gauze and top 
filter. Now pour in the charcoal. It 
can be heaped up a little because 
there should be enough charcoal to 
compress the spring in the top. 
Install the bottom gauze and the 
retainer by pressing down on the 
retainer to compress the spring 
until the retainer tabs fit into the 
slots in the housing. Replace the 
bottom filter and screw the cap on 
tight Use care because it’s plastic.  

Install the canister/canisters and 
connect the hoses. It’s done and 
wasn’t a very difficult job. Several 
photos and one shop manual 
drawing are attached to use as a 
reference for disassembly and 
assembly of the canister. That 
completes the canister service. 
Your car will not run differently, 
but the recharged canister should 
help keep fuel vapor out of the air.  

����	�����	��
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(Hermann) 
 
the Veenkoloniën-Westerwolde 
tour 2008. Most of the people 
who joined the tour came 
because they felt it was not fair 
to leave me without another car 
turning up. So I appreciated 
their turning out very much.   
 

 
 
What seemed to be a windy, 
rainy and boring tour turned out 
to be an exiting and enjoyable 
social event. We started out in 
the city of Oude Pekela at a 
restaurant called “Pekelahof” 
between 11:00 and 12:00. At 
12:00 the tour started. But first 
we had our two cups of Dutch 
coffee with a biscuit, although 
most everyone had already had 
a few cups before leaving home. 
 
The whole tour was over a 
distance of 105 km. Halfway we 
had a stop in the city of Ter 
Apel. Everyone gathered in a 
nice, old, hotel-restaurant called 
“Het Boschhuis.”  Once again 
we enjoyed more coffee this 
time with a slice of apple pie 
topped with whipped cream. 
After this stop the tour went 
further over country roads back 
to the City of Oude Pekela. 

 
 

 
 
At 15:30 in the afternoon we 
were back at the “Pekelahof”  
restaurant in the City of Oude 
Pekela and yes we had more 
coffee. Drinking coffee all day 
is for sure one of our bad habits 
in The Netherlands.  
 

 
 
After the tour a set of signed 
original limited edition MG 
Lithographs were given away. 
These lithographs were 
originally given away by MG at 
the time the MG F production 
was begun. Our son Tim was 
the picked to select the lucky 
winning number. The nice set of 
MG Lithographs was won by 
Oebele Slofstra. He is a well 
known and active club member 
and he was happy as a child 
with his valuable MG 
Lithographs. See photo. 

       
 
We greatly enjoyed each others 
company so the rainy and 
windy weather earlier in the day 
was completely forgotten. I 
would have liked, of course, if 
more members had joined the 
tour, but the appearance of such 
kind and agreeable people made 
the day a great success for me. 
These are surely the kinds of 
days you make friends for the 
future. I spent all Sunday 
afternoon exchanging  
photographs and e-mails 
adresses. Almost everyone who 
joined us on the tour sent 
congratulatory emails by 
Sunday evening. They all told 
me that they had an enjoyable 
and unforgettable day.             

 “Greetings from Holland” 

��������������

e-mail    : h.egges@hetnet.nl 
Internet  : www.car-
brochures.nl 
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ALPINE  FALL  
by Bob Wasson                                         
I had known about the Sunbeam 
Alpine (little British car) for many, 
many years.  A friend got one for 
graduation from high school.  Back 
then, horsepower was everything.  
A Sunbeam wouldn't even chirp a 
tire, much less smoke one.  
Handling?   Almost nothing could 
get down a road faster than my 
Chrysler 300c convertible whether 
the road was straight  or crooked!  
Even in sports car circles, the 
Sunbeam was a 'chick' car, not to 
be taken seriously.   
 
Years later, a buddy bought a 
Series V Sunbeam against my 
advice.  He also got a parts car to 
keep it running, and actually put a 
bunch of fun miles on it, which 
changed my opinion a bit.  Then 
there was one of my all time 
favorite movies It Takes A Thief 
with Cary Grant and Grace Kelly.  
Grace drove this neat looking blue 
roadster that, I later found out, was 
a '54 Sunbeam Alpine by Talbot.  It 
was only produced for two years, 
and the name was later picked up 
for the Series One 'modern' 
Sunbeam.   
 
I wanted one of those Talbot 
Sunbeams, but they are like hen's 
teeth. 
  
My first 'Little British Car' was my 
'71 E-Type Roadster.  Many big 
bucks later and lots of car shows, I 
began appreciating LBC's with 
little engines.  Still, I liked things a 
bit out of the ordinary.  I owned a 
'74 Spitfire and did a pretty good 
restoration on it, selling it for a nice 
profit (which was spent on the E-
Type).  The Spit was OK, but the 
rear suspension bothered me with  
 
 

an un-nerving habit of folding up 
unexpectedly in a tight turn.  I 
always wanted another, less 
expensive LBC.  What I really 
wanted was a MG-TF, but couldn't 
ever find one that I could afford.   
 
Next choice was (you guessed it!) a 
Sunbeam Alpine.  A Tiger would 
have been much better, but I could 
get a TF or another Jag for the 
same price.  An Alpine would do, 
and I could do an engine swap for 
more power somewhere down the 
road.     
  
Researching the marque, I decided 
the only one to consider was the 
Series V, the last ones built.  I 
looked through old car magazines, 
cruised the internet, had all my 
friends looking in old barns, but 
never found one reasonably priced 
that was good enough to restore.  I 
lost a few bids on e-bay, and had 
about given up when Glenda 
showed me an ad in the local paper.  
I phoned, made an appointment, 
saw the car and left a deposit.  The 
next weekend, I talked Tyrone into 
helping me get it home.  
It is a red '67 roadster, with bolt-on 
wheels.  It ran like a little sewing 
machine, but had only one brake – 
the right front!  The bottoms of the 
finders and trunk were also rusty, 
but repairable.  I ordered brake 
hardware for it and began work.  I 
was amazed at how much of the car 
actually worked as it should, 
including electrics.  But when I 
started pulling the cute aluminum 
Mazda wheels off to fix the brakes, 
I had to use a sledge hammer!  The 
bolt pattern was about a quarter 
inch too large on the Mazda 
wheels, but some red-neck 
tightened them down anyway! 
 
 
 

Then, on e-Bay, there was this nice 
looking '67 Alpine in northern Ohio 
near the Great Lakes.  It was green, 
not my favorite color, but had new 
interior, new top, and a rust-free 
body.  I bid on it, and waited.  
Meanwhile, I had previously 
decided to buy another car trailer to 
replace the one sold with my E-
Type.  I wanted a Featherlite 
aluminum trailer, but couldn't 
afford one.  I was ready to buy 
another steel trailer when I found a 
Featherlite on Craig's List.  I 
offered the guy a little over half 
what he was asking, he countered a 
bit higher, and I bought it.  Then I 
won the green Sunbeam! 
 
Needless to say, my cash flow went 
into major negative numbers.  But 
the old buddy who had the 
Sunbeam years ago agreed to go to 
Ohio with me to get it and tow my 
new trailer.  Armed with Mapquest 
directions, a Garmen, a shortcut 
recommended by a friend of my 
friend (among other arms), away 
we went.  To explain how we got 
lost and ended up in Kentucky 
would take 'way too long.  We did 
get there, examine the car, load it 
on the trailer, and head for Dayton 
and the Air Force Museum.  After 
all, driving that far and not 
stopping at the museum would be 
criminal – even if it was all the way 
across the state.    
 
We spent an entire day, from 
opening the doors until closing 
them at the museum.  If you have 
any love for war birds, you owe it 
to yourself to visit there.  The 
collection makes the Smithsonian 
look like a toy box.  Most 
 
(See Alpine Fall page 9, column 1) 
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(Alpine Fall) 
 
impressive to me was the 2000+ 
mph XB-70 Valkyrie, which almost 
single handedly won the cold war 
by causing the Soviet Union to 
spend tons of money to defend 
against it. And, it was never even 
put into production.  A close 
second would be the B-36 
Peacemaker, the largest production 
aircraft we ever built.  Its six radial 
engines with pusher props and four 
jet engines combined would shake 
the ground severely as it passed 
overhead.  But they also have on 
display an X-15, a B-1b, a B-2, a 
Black Bird, and even a Raptor.   
  
The trip was uneventful traffic 
wise.  No close calls, no car 
trouble, and the trailer and Alpine 
towed so well they were all but 
forgotten.  We did see over thirty 
deer along the ditches where 
someone had not been so fortunate.   
We were also amazed that people 
in Ohio are courteous, friendly, and 
basically drive the speed limit – at 
least while they are in Ohio.  It was 
only when we got back into West 
Virginia that we went back to 
getting our doors blown off.  The 
trip from the museum to my house 
took 7/12 hours with a meal and 
gas stop. 
 
 

     
 
 
 

      
 
 

     
 
  ������������� ���
                  £ 
����
����
Other British Car Clubs   

����
����
        Foothills British Car Club 
              of South Carolina  
      (Anderson South Carolina)�
          (fbcc@fbccsc.org) 
 
 

      
 
      Central Virginia British Car Club 
        7601 Chamberlayne Avenue 
        Richmond, VA 23227 
          http://cvbcc.com/index.htm  
 
 

Upcoming Project of Club 
Interest 
  
I know there are quite a few MG 
owners in the club and thought they 
might be interested in an upcoming  
project.  We are going to be doing a 
 5-speed conversion in the next few 
weeks.  It is a conversion that 
  
Terry Stanford is having done on 
his car. I was totally unaware of 
this kit until he brought it to my 
attention. 
  
The kit is produced by Rivergate 
Restoration Products in Tennessee.  
It converts the 1968 - 1980 MGB to 
an overdrive 5-speed from a Nissan 
280Z.  The kit is quite complete 
and comes with everything needed 
to do the conversion, except the 
transmission.  Locating a 
transmission through one of the 
many salvage yards is not very 
difficult.   We intend to document 
the conversion using pictures as it 
progresses.  We could possibly do a 
short "program" at a meeting in the 
future.  I am confident this will 
produce the same results as the 
Toyota Celica  5-speed conversion 
that I did on our '71 TR-6.  It made 
it into a much more enjoyable  
"Road Car".   At the same 
time Terry's car is being converted 
we will also be doing my '74 MGB-
GT.  
  
 �� �� �� ��� ���
Ken Nicks, Eclectic Rods & 
Restorations,  Jonesville, N.C. 
 
 
 

                 £ 
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Club Badges (Continued)  
 
send Nancy an email giving her the 
spelling of the name as you want it 
on the badge, selecting a pin 
backing or a magnetic backing.  
The badges are $5 for a pin backing 
and $7 for a magnetic backing.  We 
will then attempt to deliver the 
badge to you at our next meeting.  
 
Other Regalia (Shirts, Hats etc.) 
  
We have two suppliers for this 
Merchandise.  They both have our 
club logo available.  One is Alpha 
Signs at 321 S. Tradd St. in 
Statesville .  You can reach them at 
alphssigns@bellsouth.net  or (704) 
878 8870.  They have a variety of 
shirts, hats etc. and are wiling to 
put our PBMC logo on your own 
articles as well.  The other is Fourth 
Gear Limited at 9115-A in 
Statesville Rd in Charlotte or (877) 
221 7837.  The primary outlet for 
them is online at www.fourth-gear-
ltd.com. They have an extensive 
selection of merchandise including 
shirts, hats and more. 
                  
  

So start shopping folks and we will 
all be decked out for the next club 
event. 
 

                  £ 
����
����

����
����
����
����

����

 
A little British Car Humour 
 
Q. What's the best way to keep my 
LBC from rusting?  
 
A. Having NASA loft the car into a 
polar orbit should be effective, but 
you wouldn't be able to drive the 
car. You could get get most of the 
benefits, including not being able to 
drive the car, by building a 
dehumidified garage and never 
taking the car out of it. 
 
Q. I do not understand the 
animosity on the List towards 
Miatas. Should I trade in my LBC 
on one?  
 
A. Not a good deal from a financial 
standpoint. All of the money you 
will have spent so far on engine 
hoists, sandblasters, MIG welders, 
bearing presses, etc., would have 
been wasted. Keep your LBC so 
that you get a return on your 
investment in these tools. 
 

              £ 
 

 
A Message from John 
Cleese to the citizens of 
the United States of 
America  
 
In light of your failure to 
nominate competent candidates 
for President of the USA and 
thus to govern yourselves, we 
hereby give notice of the 
revocation of your 
independence, effective 
immediately.  
 
Her Sovereign Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II will resume 
monarchical duties over all 

states, commonwealths, and 
territories (except Kansas, 
which she does not fancy).  
 
Your new prime minister, 
Gordon Brown, will appoint a 
governor for America without 
the need for further elections.  
 
Congress and the Senate will be 
disbanded.  
 
A questionnaire may be 
circulated next year to 
determine whether any of you 
noticed.  
 
To aid in the transition to a 

British Crown Dependency, the 
following rules are introduced 
with immediate effect:  
 
You should look up 
"revocation" in the Oxford 
English Dictionary.  
 
1. Then look up aluminium, and 
check the pronunciation guide. 
You will be amazed at just how 
wrongly you have been 
pronouncing it.  
 
2. The letter 'U' will be 
reinstated in words such as  
 
(page 11, A message to the US) 
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(A message to the US) 
 
'favour' and 'neighbour.' 
Likewise, you will learn to spell 
'doughnut' without skipping half 
the letters, and the suffix-ize 
will be replaced by the suffix-
ise.  
 
Generally, you will be expected 
to raise your vocabulary to 
acceptable levels. (look up 
'vocabulary').  
 
3. Using the same twenty-seven 
words interspersed with filler 
noises such as "like" and "you 
know" is an unacceptable and 
inefficient form of 
communication.  
 
There is no such thing as US 
English. We will let Microsoft 
know on your behalf. The 
Microsoft spell- checker will be 
adjusted to take account of the 
reinstated letter 'u' and the 
elimination of -ize. You will 
relearn your original national 
anthem, God Save The Queen.  
 
4. July 4th will no longer be 
celebrated as a holiday.  
 
5. You will learn to resolve 
personal issues without using 
guns, lawyers, or therapists. The 
fact that you need so many 
lawyers and therapists shows 
that you're not adult enough to 
be independent.  
 
Guns should only be handled by 
adults. If you're not adult 
enough to sort things out 
without suing someone or 
speaking to a therapist then 
you're not grown up enough to 
handle a gun.  
 
6. Therefore, you will no longer 

be allowed to own or carry 
anything more dangerous than a 
vegetable peeler. A permit will 
be required if you wish to carry 
a vegetable peeler in public.  
 
7. All American cars are hereby 
banned. They are crap and this 
is for your own good. When we 
show you German cars, you will 
understand what we mean.  
 
8. All intersections will be 
replaced with roundabouts, and 
you will start driving on the left 
with immediate effect. At the 
same time, you will go metric 
with immediate effect and 
without the benefit of 
conversion tables.  
Both roundabouts and 
metrication will help you 
understand the British sense of 
humour.  
 
9. The Former USA will adopt 
UK prices on petrol (which you 
have been calling gasoline)-
roughly $6/US gallon. Get used 
to it.  
 
10. You will learn to make real 
chips. Those things you call 
French fries are not real chips, 
and those things you insist on 
calling potato chips are properly 
called crisps. Real chips are 
thick cut, fried in animal fat, 
and dressed not with catsup but 
with vinegar.  
 
11. The cold tasteless stuff you 
insist on calling beer is not 
actually beer at all. Henceforth, 
only proper British Bitter will 
be referred to as beer, and 
European brews of known and 
accepted provenance will be 
referred to as Lager.  
New Zealand beer is also 
acceptable as they are pound for 

pound the greatest sporting 
Nation on earth and it can only 
be due to the beer.  
They are also part of British 
Commonwealth - see what it 
did for them.  
 
12. Hollywood will be required 
occasionally to cast English 
actors as good guys. Hollywood 
will also be required to cast 
English actors to play English 
characters.  
 
Watching Andie McDowell 
attempt English dialogue in 
Four Weddings and a  
Funeral was an experience akin 
to having one's ears removed 
with a cheese grater.  
 
13. You will cease playing 
American football. There is 
only one kind of proper 
football; you call it soccer. 
Those of you brave enough will, 
in time, be allowed to play 
rugby (which has some 
similarities to American 
football, but does not involve 
stopping for a rest every twenty 
seconds or wearing full kevlar 
body armour like a bunch of 
nancies). Don't try  
Rugby - the South Africans and 
Kiwis will thrash you, like they 
regularly thrash us.  
 
14. Further, you will stop 
playing baseball. It is not 
reasonable to host an event 
called the World Series for a 
game which is not played 
outside of America. Since only 
2.1% of you are aware that 
there is a world beyond your 
borders, your error is 
understandable. You will learn 
cricket, and we will let you face  
 
(see page 12, A message to the US) 
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(A message to the US) 
 
the South Africans first to take  
the sting out of their deliveries.  
 
15. You must tell us who killed 
JFK. It's been driving us mad.  
 
16. An internal revenue agent 
(i.e. tax collector) from Her 
Majesty's Government will be 
with you shortly to ensure the 
acquisition  
 

 
of all monies due (backdated to 
1776).  
 
17. Daily Tea Time begins 
promptly at 4 pm with proper 
cups, never mugs, with high 
quality biscuits (cookies) and 
cakes; strawberries in season.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
God Save the Queen.  
  
 

����������
����������
����������
����������� ���
����
(Submitted by Bob Wasson) 
 
 

                £ 
 
 

Don’t forget that the �����!��"�	�����!��"�	�����!��"�	�����!��"�	  awards points to each member, the winner will get a prize 
to be determined later. 
 
Points will be given to each Member for participating in club events, holding office, organizing events, wearing 
name tags and helping with other club functions: at the annual Xmas party a prize will be given to the 
person/persons with the most points. (updated March 25, 2008) 
 

Name tag to meeting and events 1 point 
Attending monthly meeting 3 points 
Attending club events 5 points per day 
Driving your car to a club meeting 1 points 
Driving your Car and making to the meeting 2 points 
Organizing Club event 10 points per person 
Presentation at meeting 2 points 
Getting a speaker 3 points 

Club Board Member 3 points per year 
Bringing a visitor 2 points 
Bringing in a new member 3 points 
Any other thing deemed worthy by the Head Gasket  2 points  

 
 

         
 

          

                  
 


