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November 2007 ���������	� Statesville, North Carolina 

 
President's Message 
 
 Greetings! 
 
 Well folks, we've made it through 
another year!  I hope everyone has 
at least one pleasant memory of the 
past year's events.  I know that 
Tyrone and I have quite a few!  
From the first drive of the Spring, 
to the October Halloween Rallye, 
it's been a series of uniquely 
enjoyable experiences!  And none 
of it could have happened without 
the willing participation of so many 
of our club members!     
 
All those who sponsored monthly 
events - Ken and Patricia Nicks, 
Jim and Sara Brown, Jim and 
Nancy Causey, Rick and Carol 
Dynesius, Bob and Lucy Ravich, 
Bob and Denice Thompson, Clyde 
and Karen Hollar and Gary and Sue 
Colborne - Thank you, Thank you, 
Thank you!!!   
 
Then there are all the folks that 
contributed articles 
(especially Clifton Gordon) and 
pictures to the newsletter. I know 
Danny is also greatly appreciative.  
Then there is Danny, himself, who 
is our newsletter editor, webmaster, 
and ace reporter!  He, along with 
our other officers, Secretary Denice 
Thompson, Treasurer Nancy 
Causey, Historian Karen Hollar, 
and newsletter distributors David  
 
(See president’s message page 12) 
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Just a Reminder 
 
There will be no club meeting 
in November. 
 

£ 
 
New club officers were elected at the 
October meeting. 
 
President: Walt Curl 
Vice President: Robert Wasson 
 
Congratulations and thanks to these 
two men for accepting club 
leadership positions for 2008. 

 
£ 

 
"Fox and Hound Rallye" 

 
It was a beautiful day for a Fox and 
Hound Rallye! Organizers, Gary and 
Sue Colborne, really out did 
themselves again.  If you missed this 
gimmick rallye, then you 
 
See Fox and Hound Page 2 column 2 
 

 
Hazard and Signal 
Lights 
by Clifton Gordon 
 
The signal lights on most British 
cars are also used as hazard/flasher 
lights. This sharing of function 
requires some special switching to 
change the lights from signal lights 
to hazard lights. Hazard lights 
should be available with the ignition 
switch in the off position but turn 
signal lights do not work unless the 
ignition switch is on. The hazard 
switch is used for both functions. It 
acts as a central distribution point 
for controlling how the lights will 
operate.  
 
We are going to discuss each light 
function on a block diagram level. 
Understanding how each component 
operates will help when you have to 
diagnose problems with the lighting 
systems. The diagrams I have 
prepared are based on later model 
MGB wiring.  
 
First a little information on British 
car wiring. Generally brown wires 
are live and will have a voltage on 
them anytime the car battery is 
connected. They are not normally 
fused. All voltage carrying wiring in 
a British car begins with brown 
wires. When the wiring is run 
through a switch or a fuse the wire 
colors change.  
 
(See Hazard & Signal Lights page 2, column 1) 
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(Hazard & Signal Lights) 
 
The British car industry used 
universal wiring colors in their 
automotive industry. Black wires 
are ground/earth.  
 
Wires that have two colors have a 
basic color and a small tracer for 
the secondary color. Common 
colors make identifying circuits 
easy.  
Here is a brief description of turn 
signal operation. See the turn signal 
diagram.  
 
Turn signal power is supplied by a 
green wire from the fuse box to the 
hazard switch. The green wire goes 
through hazard switch contacts to 
the turn signal flasher. The voltage 
up to this point is 12 volts. The 
flasher changes 12 volts to a 
voltage that varies from 12 to 0 
volts. The flasher has contacts that 
open and close causing the signal 
lights to rapidly blink. A light 
green/brown wire goes from the 
flasher to the turn signal switch. 
When the turn signal switch is 
switched to turn left, the flashing 
voltage goes through switch 
contacts to a green/red wire. The 
green/red wire goes to the left turn 
lights and the dash indicator light. 
When the turn signal switch is 
switched to the right turn position 
the flashing voltage goes through 
switch contacts to a green/white 
wire. The green/white wire goes to 
the right turn signals and the dash 
indicator light. Each light in the 
turn signal system must be 
grounded/earthed to function 
properly. For hazard lights 
operation see the Hazard light chart. 
When the hazard lights are turned 
on several events must occur to 
convert the signal lights to hazard  
 
 
(See Hazard & Signal Lights page 2, column 1) 

(Fox and Hound) 
 
 missed a chance to enjoy great  top 
down weather, unexplored back 
roads, and friends that don't mind  
looking silly! Now, I know how a 
dog feels when sticking his head out 
the window and his ears are flapping 
in the wind. There were a few 
DNF's, in other words, some of us 
were out-foxed!  A Fox and Hound 
Rallye is more luck than anything 
else. The object is when  coming up 
on certain intersections you have to 
guess which direction the fox may 
have run and then get fooled when 
you picked the wrong  direction. 
Sometimes a couple of incorrect 
guesses are made before   
proceeding to the next intersection. 
Every wrong guess adds miles to 
your odometer and that's not good! If 
you made fewer wrong turns than 
the next hound, then you win!  After 
the rallye, we all met for a meal at 
the Boxcar Restaurant.  Jim and 
Nancy Causey got to take 
the winning trophy home. Thanks! 
go out to Gary and Sue Colborne 
for volunteering to organize this 
event for the club. We all appreciate  
the time and work that was put into 
the outing.  Maybe next year I won't 
open the "Panic Envelope"! 
 
    �
�����
 

 
 
Clyde and Karen dressed in outfits 
from the fifties and out fox  
hunting in a MG hotrod to boot! 

 
 

 
 
See detailed ticket information on 
page 4. 
 
 
 

  
 
The “I don’t do costumes” guy and 
his gal, Nancy, in their other rarely 
seen car 
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(Hazard & Signal Lights) 
 
lights. The hazard switch has some 
internal slider contacts to do the 
switching.  
 
When in the “on” position the 
hazard switch disconnects the green 
wire contacts that supply power to 
the turn signal flasher. The hazard 
flasher has 12 volt power from a 
fused brown wire. The flasher 
converts 12 volt power to a varying 
flashing voltage. From the hazard 
flasher the flashing signal goes 
through a light green/brown wire to 
a terminal on the hazard flasher 
switch. The signal goes through 
contacts in the hazard switch to a 
switch terminal. From the terminal 
a light green/purple wire goes to the 
hazard flasher indicator light. A 
green/red wire on another switch 
terminal goes to the left turn wiring. 
A green/white wire on a third 
switch terminal goes to the right 
turn wiring. All signal lights are 
now connected to the hazard switch 
and the turn signal switch is 
bypassed. 
The last diagram is the hazard 
switch as found on most later 
MGB’s. The terminals are 
numbered and each connecting wire 
is identified by it’s color and 
function. Other MG’s and British 
cars with hazard lights will have a 
similar switch but there are several 
variations of the hazard switch. The 
hazard switch can cause problems 
in either system. The slider contacts 
may corrode and the original grease 
can harden. Sometimes rapidly 
switching the hazard switch on and 
off will temporarily solve the 
problem. The switch can be 
disassembled, cleaned and 
lubricated. There are some parts 
that can fly away so it’s best to 
disassemble the switch in a plastic  

 
bag to catch the parts. Use die-
electric grease for contact 
lubrication. 
 
This article was written to give a 
general description of the operation 
of turn signal and hazard lights and 
isn’t intended to be a trouble 
shooting guide. However, knowing 
the general theory of signal and 
hazard light circuits should help 
isolate problems to a general area 
and simplify repair efforts. Safety 
Fast 
 
 

 

 
����	������	������	������	�� ����

 
Note: Cliff’s tech report article will 
be featured on the website this 
month. Check it out for better 
graphic details of the drawings. dj 
 

£ 
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More Fox & Hound pictures 
 

 
 
Here are a couple of hounds that 
was out fox hunting! 
 
 

 
 
William Tell (Bob Thompson) and 
his trusting wife, Denice 
(notice the arrow through the apple, 
atop her head!) 
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If you are planning to join the 
Club tour please call or email 
Gary or Sue Colborne so they can 
estimate the number of people 
gathering for dinner later. 
 

 
 

 
Now a time for reflection as the traditional holiday season begins across America 
 
…for the years gone by, for the loss of youthful energy and idealism, for the times years ago when we all took 
for granted that life would last forever. Pause just  for a moment to remember those who will remain young 
forever, for  those who were torn from their families and friends, for those who were violently sacrificed on 
forgotten battlefields long ago and far away so that the rest of us can now grieve the passing of time into our 
old age.  
 
Show your age, did you have to memorize this poem? dj  
 
In 1918, on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day in the eleventh month, the world rejoiced and celebrated. 
After four years of bitter war an armistice was signed. The "war to end all wars" was over. 

�
�

�

�

In Flanders Fields  
by Colonel John McCrae�

�

In Flanders fields the poppies blow  
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below �

We are the dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved, and were loved, and now we 
lie In Flanders fields.  

�

Take up our quarrel with the foe 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies 
grow in Flanders fields.�

� �
�

November 10th will be the 232d birthday of the U.S.M.C.!�����������	���
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Tips From a British 
Restoration Shop  
by John Gunnell 
 
Fourintune of Cedarburg, Wis., 
specializes in restoring cars made 
across the big pond. The shop is 
most famous for its work on 
Austin-Healeys, but has also 
restored several Jaguars, Aston 
Martins, Rolls-Royces and 
Bentleys.  
 
Fourintune has finished several cars 
with special historical significance 
– like the Austin-Healey 100S once 
owned by famed child actor Jackie 
Cooper. The car was built in 
February 1955. Cooper ordered it 
so he could compete in the 12 
Hours of Sebring race. The car was 
fully researched prior to restoration. 
 
1. Don’t take the car apart yourself. 
The company advises to never 
disassemble a car in the hope to 
save money if you intend to take it 
to a resto shop. It’s easier to assess 
an assembled car. If the restorer has 
to spend hours looking through 
boxes for parts that hopefully 
weren’t lost, it can add time and 
cost to a restoration. 

 
2. Get a good quote before 
contracting for any work. To quote 
a restoration, Fourintune suggests 
using a quotation form that covers 
all aspects of a restoration project. 
Diagrams similar to those in the 
factory service manual can be used 
to detail all work. Parts that can be 
saved and rebuilt should be noted, 
as well as parts that need 
replacement. A labor cost should be 
written down for each operation. 
 
 
 

 
3. Not every aspect of a restoration 
can be accurately quoted “up front.” 
At Fourintune, jobs like an engine 
overhaul are given an “allowance.” 
After the allowance item is 
disassembled and rebuilt, an 
itemized bill is made up. Check to 
see if your restoration shop of 
choice will do this. 
 
4. Know what type of restoration 
you want. The type of work is 
based on how you want to use  
 
(Photo: Spruce Green is a rare 
color on an Austin-Healey 100S 
roadster. This car was once raced 
by actor Jackie Cooper. By John 
Gunnell) 
  
the car: for concours events? 
Occasional use? Fair-weather 
driver? Club events? Each owner's 
personal preferences will help 
determine the work needed and the 
level of originality adhered to. 
Some owners prefer a reliable street 
car and others want to win trophies.  
 
5. Spread out the costs. With a 
quote filled out, you get a good idea 
of the cost of all parts and labor. 
Changes or additional work may be 
approved and should be recorded 
during the course of the restoration. 
Some shops require a small down 
payment to start a project, and then 
“stage payments” are required to 
keep the job going as work 
progresses. 
 
6. Document the restoration. 
Fourintune suggests keeping a 
photo album of the car being 
restored to show to future buyers 
and insurance companies. The 
quote and restoration photos usually 
become attachments to an 
 
 

 
appraisal and help prove the car’s 
value. Some shops will supply the 
photos to its customers. 

 
7. Your project plan should provide 
for the car’s safe return. We’ve all 
heard the one about the man who 
was anxious to drive his freshly 
restored car and had an accident a 
block from the shop. Seeing the 
finished car is likely to cause a 
distraction or high level of 
excitement, so driving it home 
probably isn't the best idea; a 
transportation company will make 
sure it gets home safely. 

 
John “Gunner” Gunnell is the 
automotive books editor at Krause 
Publications in Iola, Wis., and 
former editor of Old Cars Weekly 
and Old Cars Price Guide. 
 
 

    
 

                  £ 
 
 
Ten Tips for Winter Storage 
September 2007/Griot's Garage 

It's that bittersweet time of year... 
time for collectors in harsher climes 
to take 'er out for one more ride and 
put baby to bed for the winter. We've 
got 10 tips from Richard Griot of 
Griot's Garage to help you do it right. 
 
 
(See Winter Storage page 6, Column 1)  
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(Winter Storage) 
 

·  Cover the car with a 
breathable car cover. Many 
garages might not have a 
vapor barrier beneath the 
floor, so moisture can come 
up through the floor, 
speeding corrosion and rust. 

 
·  If you're storing your car for 

longer than a month, put a 
battery manager on it. The 
device senses when a 
battery needs to be charged 
and turns itself on and off 
accordingly. 

 
·  Top off the gas tank and add 

a fuel preservative. The full 
tank will keep out moisture, 
and the preservative will 
keep the gas from breaking 
down. After adding the 
preservative, go for a short 
drive to run the preservative 
through the injectors and 
carburetors. 

·  Try putting down a few 
moisture pads on the 
upholstery to absorb 
moisture inside the car. No 
one wants to smell mildew 
in the spring.  

·  Rodents can nest in an 
engine compartment. Try a 
rodent repellent under the 
hood, but remember to 
remove it before starting up. 

·  If you're in a freezing 
climate, make sure your 
antifreeze is fresh and 
topped off to avoid 
corrosion. Top off your 
windshield solvent too.  

 

  

·  Change the oil before 
storing - you don't want to 
see nasty sludge in the 
spring.  

·  Over-inflate your tires to 
avoid flat spotting. If storing 
longer than a couple of 
months,  
you can jack up the car to 
take pressure off the tires.  

·  Put it away with a good 
wash and wax job to protect 
the paint. Protect the chrome 
with wax or paint sealant.  

·  When a car sits, the oil 
settles into the pan, leaving 
the engine without 
lubrication. In the spring, 
disconnect the coil wire and 
crank the engine over 
several times or until the oil  
pressure increase - if your 
vehicle has a gauge. Then 
reconnect the coil wire and 
you should be good to go! 

Visit Griot's Garage for everything 
you need to get your car ready for 
winter, www.griotsgarage.com 

 

          

 

            

 
Is there a new Triumph in the 

 Offing? 
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Fall Mountain Drive 
 
On October 5th some of us had a 
chance to join with the NCMGCC 
on their annual Fall Mountain 
Drive. The Raleigh based club was 
kind enough to invite members of 
the Piedmont British Motor Club 
to join them and several of us took 
them up on their offer (Walt Curl, 
Ken & Patricia Nicks, Danny & 
Jan Jacob, Clyde & Karen, Larry 
& Glenda Yow).  For me it was 
too tempting especially with the 
beautiful weather and seeing the 
trees begin their spectacular fall 
display. 
 
Some of the club met the Raleigh 
folks down in Mocksville for 
lunch. I drove over to Elkin and 
met Ken and Patricia Nicks at their 
beautiful home nearby.  
 

 
 
In about an hour we met the 
caravan along Hwy 21 as Clyde 
and Karen (aka Sir Lost-A-Lot) 
buzzed by leading the group up the 
mountain toward Sparta. It was a 
great sight to watch them drive by, 
horns honking and hands waving. I 
never got a true count, but there 
were easily 25 or so cars in the 
caravan as Ken and I made up the 
rear guard.   
 
We turned off on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway about 10 miles before   
 
 

 
Sparta and enjoyed a nice drive over 
to the Bluffs where the group pulled 
in amidst admiring stares from the 
restaurant’s guests. It was here I 
finally got to meet our hosts and see 
their cars close up. I have to give it 
to these people; they were 
extraordinarily friendly. Ben 
Brown, driving a black rubber 
bumper MGB, who seemed to be in 
charge, made sure Ken and I got a 
packet containing all kinds of 
information and treats for the trip. I 
think these are some of the nicest 
people I’ve met in these events. 
 

   
 
After everyone was refreshed we 
continued along the Parkway. There 
were alternating clouds and 
sunshine but who noticed that, 
much less cared! By then I figured 
out the Raleigh Club had back up 
vehicles so Ken and I were no 
longer the last cars in case there 
were any problems. I was surprised 
how fast the group moved along… 
but we got spread out as you’d 
expect. Sure enough a group of us 
in the rear pulled into an overlook 
sight as a certain “foreigner” 
amongst us started overheating. 
Someone asked me which car had 
problems so I looked over at some 
guys standing around an open 
bonnet. It was not a British car after 
all! At 1st glance I told her it was a 
Fiat Spyder. She told me to take a 
 
 
 

 
closer look. I did and everything was 
ok. It was indeed a Spyder but it had 
an MG badge adorning the bonnet. 
Whatever the problem I only had a 
chance to take a few pictures and we 
were off again. 
 

 
 

      
 
When we got to the motel in West 
Jefferson where the group checked 
in, I left them for North Wilkesboro 
and home for the night. A funny 
incident happened just then. As I 
pulled the starter my MGA loudly 
backfired (I mean loud!) just as one 
of those stereotypical “biker chicks” 
was walking behind my car all 
decked out in her leathers and 
carrying her backpack. I glanced to 
see if my muffler was lying in the 
parking lot just as she yelled out that 
I had scared the living sh** out of 
her! I saw her partner crossing the 
parking lot to see what the problem 
was so I quickly got my car back on 
the road toward home. 
 
The next morning Jan and I met 
Larry and Glenda Yow and drove  
 
 
(See Mountain Drive page 10, column 1) 
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(Mountain Drive) 
 
to the Parkway near Hwy 421 
where the caravan caught up with 
us. We proceeded to Blowing 
Rock and were met there by the 
local constabulary who escorted all 
of us through town. Cars were 
parked together and everyone had 
a chance to wander about town 
seeing the fall sights and enjoying 
a local craft show in progress. 
Some enjoyed shopping, but there 
was barely room in our car already 
so Jan and I joined Clyde and 
Karen just sitting on a park bench 
people watching. 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 
The trip out of the parking lot was 
a challenge for some getting up the 
slick pavement. One of the 
Morgans changed drivers and with 

the help of chocks finally made it up 
the slick pavement. 
 
We had a lovely drive over to 
Linville for lunch. The drive over 
the Viaduct was spectacular. After 
lunch we drove some roads that had 
to be designed for English cars. I 
could barely keep up on the narrow 
roads and blind curves. It tested my 
driving skills, but I think my 
MGA’s 1960 brakes and suspension 
were over extended!  
 
After a brief stop at the Mast Store 
we headed back to Ashe County via 
some obscure road I will never find 
again. We actually left the 
pavement for a while but eventually 
got to Hwy 94… another wonderful 
road for driving LBCs. The trip 
ended too soon as usual when we 
peeled off from the group and 
followed Larry and Glenda down 
the mountain to N Wilkesboro. 
 

 
 
I had hoped to get pictures from 
other participants to share with you 
but trust me, the 2 days I spent with 
the Raleigh folks that weekend was 
one of the best times I’ve ever 
enjoyed with my MGA. Jan and I 
hope we can join them next year so  
I wholeheartedly recommend the 
event for those of you who missed it 
this year.  
����������������������������������������������������������������������������

Our thoughts are with 
you, Wes! 

 
----- Original Message ---- 
From: Jim Causey   
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2007 
Subject:  UPDATE 
�
Jim,  
 
I am emailing you per Wes’ 
instructions to let you know he came 
out of surgery w/ flying colors.  They 
ended up having to take about 2/3 of 
his stomach and part of the liver, 
while removing the tumor.  Feeding 
tube put in just as a plan b. In a lot of 
pain, but good pain as he knows the 
gastric tumor is gone.   
 
He should be in the hospital for 7 to 
10 days, and is getting great care, as 
Dottie has not left his side.   
 
Thanks for all your thoughts and 
prayers, I know Wes appreciates it as 
well as the rest of our family!  
  
Much Love, 
Libby 
 
On behalf of the whole club, every 
one extends their best wishes to Wes 
Truesdale for a speedy recovery. Get 
well cards would be welcomed - the 
funnier the better.   
Send them to Wes & Dottie’s home 
address and she will take them to the 
hospital:  
 
Wes Truesdale,  270 Bonaventure 
Drive, Salisbury, NC 28147 

             �
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President’s Message 
 
and Janet Graham have all 
graciously agreed to continue in 
their positions for 2008.  So a 
huge round of applause for all of 
them!  And thanks so much, 
Karen, for hanging in there with 
me all year as V.P.!  
 
That brings us to our newly 
elected President and Vice-
president. Walt Curl let us twist 
his arm, so now we are calling him 
"Mr. President! Bob Wasson, 
perhaps simply out of relief that 
we were no longer bugging him 
about the other position, agreed to 
fill the vice-presidential slot!  
Bravo, Walt and Bob!  It looks 
like we are in for a great year 
ahead!  
 
Just a reminder - there is no club 
meeting in November.  The next 
club event is the Christmas House 
Tour on Saturday, December 
8th. We will meet at 2:00 PM in 
the Mitchell Community College 
parking lot (downtown 
Statesville).  Everyone is 
responsible for purchasing their 
own tickets - $12 if purchased in 
advance, and $15 on the day of the 
event.  Flyers were handed out at  

 
the meeting, but for those who were 
unable to attend and need more 
information, call Sue Colborne at 
704-585-2722. 
 The final event of the season, "The 
Christmas Party", will be held on 
Monday, December 10th at 
Lineburgers on Hwy 150, west 
of Mooresville, at 6:30 PM.  Bring a 
gift ($15 -$20 value) for the Yankee 
Swap (one per person or one per 
couple, depending on how 
many gifts you want to go home 
with).  It's always great fun, so 
don't miss out!  That's all for now, 
folks! 
 
    Happy Thanksgiving! 
              
�	���
�	���
�	���
�	���  
 

              £ 
 
Another picture from the Hound and 
Hare Rally 
 

    

 

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
I don’t think any of us are foolish enough to think of our favorite little British cars as get-rich schemes much 
less a long term investment. So this New York Times article should come as no surprise. Unfortunately I 
cannot reprint it here because of copy right protection and reprint costs so if you’re interested you will have to 
cut and paste the link: http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/28/automobiles/collectibles/28WORST.html or go to 
the NYT archives and type in the title “Making a Fortune Small in Collector Cars.”  ��  
 
October 28, 2007   
Collecting:  Making a Fortune Small in Collector Cars  
By DAVE KINNEY  
Few cars deliver a profit to their original owners when inflation, ownership costs and the potential returns of 
more conventional investments are considered.��������������������������������������������������� �����������������
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Got some free time? Can you find the camouflaged words below? 
 
 

A M P B M C M B M Z 
Y X J R M A H T O T 
E C K F O R D D O Y 
L A M E R B T C N R 
T T G T R M O S S P 
N D T R I U M P H D 
E C D O S G A J I S 
B U A L P I N E N V 
K R A L L Y F G E A 
R T V S U T O L T B 

 
 
UK MOSS VTR BENTLEY AMP 
LOTUS AH PBMC ATDC * BTDC *  
XKE MGTD ALPINE ROLLS MOONSHINE 
MORRIS CARB TRIUMPH JAG RALLY 
* 
AFTER TOP DEAD CENTER , BEFORE TOP DEAD CENTER 
 

                                                
 

                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
“Excerpts from the 
LBC Periodic Table” 
 

 


