September 2008

Notes From the Head
Gasket

Finally temperatures under 90°!

| was getting worried that | was
going to have to spring for an
A/C system for my car before it
ever got comfortable enough to
drive on a daily basis.

The picnic was a great success.
Thanks again to Bob and Lucy
Ravich for having everyone
over for the day. Everyone |
talked with seemed to have a
great outing!

Bob Thompson is organizing
his annual weekend trip to
Abingdon, Va. Once again the
highlight will be attending a
night at the Barter Theater. It
sounds like another great
opportunity to get together.
That will be the weekend of 10
October. Details are included in
the Lugnut and will be posted
on the website. Make your plans
soon to get a room at the Alpine
Motel.

On October 28 Ken Nicks is
organizing another road trip.
Details will be on the web site
soon. The holiday party plans
are coming along too. The party
this year will be hosted by Ken
and Pat Nicks in Jonesville on
December 9. There will be a

gift exchange and election of
new officers for 2009. Whoever
would like to volunteer has
between now and the party to
present your case to the voters.
The theme this year will be
“Change!”

Safe Driving Everyone!

The Head Gasket
£

Something to keep in
mind

At the last meeting of the club
we learned it’s time to start
thinking about new club officers
for the 2009 term. It's worth
noting that some members have
served multiple terms and they
deserve our thanks and
gratitude. But nobody should
have to carry the flag
indefinitely. So let’s stipulate,
like in the upcoming U.S.
presidential election, it's time
for a change. Every club
member who has an interest in
the club contributes to the
hobby in this area needs to
consider how they can support
the club and get more
enjoyment from our British
cars. So, please come to the
next meeting prepared to offer
your time and efforts.
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Northwestern , North Carolina

Also, at the last club meeting it
was decided that the 2009
Christmas party would be held
in Jonesville at Ken Nick’s
garage. This is a generous offer
from Ken and Patricia. Ken’s
garage is a large facility and
offers the club a unique place to
celebrate the holidays and plan
another successful year. Perhaps
next year we can hold the
holiday party at Bob
Thompson’s new place. The
train station motif should be
fantastic when he finally opens
his new business there.

Finally: An idea has been
bounced around to change the
club a bit to include all
European cars and their owners
in our club. This would entail
changing the name of the club
and the website. Discussion?

£
Happy Birthday

If you get a chance, say a big
happy birthday this month to
Jim Brown, Vance James,
Dick Lunney and Denice
Thompson.

The Piedmont British Motor
Club will meet September 30,
2008, 6:30 PM at Wise Guys

Restaurant in Statesville.
Everyone is welcome.
See you there!




Goodbye to Homerby Harry Watkin

September 5, 2008

This spring, we decided that the
time was opportune to sell our
Alvis convertible. Factors
considered were mostly money,
and tailgaters. At the time, the
dollar was slightly weaker
against the pound, and when |
spoke with Red Triangle in
England and they told me what
late-model Alvis convertibles
were selling for over there, |
really began to worry about all
the tailgating, cell-phone-
yakking, inattentive drivers on
the roads. Driving Homer, the
Alvis, was becoming quite
nerve-wracking.

We purchased the car in
Pittsburgh in early 2002 from a
man with no legs. He had been
unable to buy a power steering
setup that was required by
Pennsylvania. He had gotten it
in Seattle from the widow of an
Air Force officer who had
bought it in 1967 and imported
it to the U.S.A. After my friend,
the North American Alvis guru,
and | looked it over, it took me
two weeks to talk myself into
buying it. The paint was not
good, the convertible top was a
bit shrunken, and the carpeting
was awful, but it seemed to run
pretty well, and a magnet-check

Triangle,
July 1, 2004

seemed to be saying that the
sheet metal was good. We had it
delivered to my friend's home in
Lancaster County, PA, | drove
up, and he and | worked on it
for about a week, changing all
the fluids, tuning up, generally
fettling’ as our friends in the

UK might say. | then drove it
the nearly 600 miles to
Huntersville with no problems.

After driving it around this area
for 8 or 9 months | mentioned
to my dear wife something
about having some work done
on it. She made the mistake of
saying that we could probably
afford to have it restored! | did
tell her that it would probably
be pretty expensive, and that
Red Triangle in England would
be the best place to take it. In
fact, | mentioned the expense at
least twice, just in case. So, in
the spring of 2003, we had Red
Triangle arrange shipping, and
said good-bye to Homer. A
word of explanation, the
original English registry
number was 9274-DU. When |
saw that DU, the first thing |
thought was "D'OH!" - and
Homer was named.

Red Triangle had promised that
it would be finished in time for

Last view,
headed back
home to England

International Alvis Day

2004, held on July 11th, and
that would give them just about
11 months. So, they started
immediately. One of the first
photos e-mailed was a spot on
the right side where they had
sanded down looking for the
original paint. The body putty
was nearly an inch deep!
Apparently Homer had been hit
fairly hard, and repaired with
whatever the UK name for
Bondo is. They also estimated
that there were at least 5 paint
jobs, with perhaps 20 layers of
paint in total. That might be
why our magnet check did not
detect all the 'tin-worm' damage
- both rocker panels, boot floor,
and at least a part of all four
wings! Fortunately, since Red
Triangle works only on Alvis
cars, they have all the parts,
drawings, specs, and experience
they could ever need. Before
they got into all the required
bodywork, they took care of all
the mechanical problems - new
springs, rebuild front
suspension, upgrade the head
for unleaded petrol, etc., etc.
While all this was going on, my
dear wife said "Why don't you
go over when it is done, pick it
up, and take it to International

2



Alvis Day?" | was stunned, and
told her that we would have a
wonderful time, but she
informed me that she really
didn't want to go. She suggested
that my good friend Wayne, the
Alvis guru, go with me instead.
He jumped at the chance, and
by the time June arrived, we
were packed, primed and ready
to roll (fly, that is). When all
was said and done, we had
enjoyed 3 marvelous weeks in
England.

The owner of Red Triangle was
kind enough to pick us up at
Heathrow and drove us straight
to the shop. As we walked into
the shop, we saw an absolutely
beautiful blue Alvis convertible.
Since it had my North Carolina
license plate, we had to assume
that it was Homer, but what a
change! After several days of
sightseeing and generally
hanging around the shop, we
followed a 1938 Alvis on the
200+ mile trip to Newcastle-on-

When Insults Had Class

Tyne for the International. The
motorway was very smooth.
Most of the trip was in rainy
conditions, and our speed held
between 75 and 80 mph, with
occasional bursts to 90+.

International was well-planned,
with a boat trip on the Tyne, a
visit to the Alvis-Vickers plant,

a tour of Alnwick Castle of
Harry Potter fame, and
Vindolanda - the ruins of a
Roman fort near Hadrian’s
Wall. On the day of the show,
we saw well over 200 Alvis cars
on the show field — the most |
had previously seen at one time
was six. We had entered Homer
in the Concours Novice class
and were lucky enough to get a
Third Place. The Alvis people,
like most old-car fans, couldn’t
have been nicer to us colonials,
and helped make our trip most
memorable.

Once Homer was returned to
the United States, we tried to

take him to as many shows as
possible. That resulted in over
9000 miles traveled, with
several 1200-mile weekends to
Pennsylvania and back.

But, as | said at the beginning,
there were more factors leaning
toward selling than those for
keeping. So sadly, we said
goodbye to Homer. He sailed
once again back to England,
where a Canadian gentleman of
impeccable taste decided he
really needed to have an Alice
Blue Alvis convertible.

Ironically, the new owner
(caretaker?) spends a lot of time
in Seattle, so Homer will be
back where he was originally
imported by Lt. Col Wallace.
Our hope is that the new owner
gets as much enjoyment as we
did.

A Member of Parliament to Disraeli: "Sir, you will either die on the gadlowof some unspeakable
disease." "That depends, Sir," said Disraeli, "on whether | embrace yaiepol your mistress."

"He has all the virtues | dislike and none of the vices | admire."- Winston Churchi

A modest little person, with much to be modest about." - Winston Churchill

"I have never killed a man, but | have read many obituaries with great pléas@iarence Darrow

| didn't attend the funeral, but | sent a nice letter saying | approved oMafkTwain

"He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his friends." - Oscar Wilde

| am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play; bring a friényahu have one." - George Bernard

Shaw to Winston Churchill.

"Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second ... if there is one." - Winktancl@ll, in response.

“He is not only dull himself; he is the cause of dullness in others." - Samuel Johnson



Hello friends.
Armstrong Siddeley Car adverts.

| have added the classic Armstrong
Siddeley advertisements from classic
Motor- and Autocar magazines to my
website.

The week that World War Il ended in Armstrong Typhoon advert, 1949

Europe, Armstrong Siddeley Advert for The Typhoon, 1945

introduced its first post-war models;
these were the Lancaster four-door
saloon, the Typhoon two-door sports
saloon and the Hurricane drop head
coupe. The names of these models
echoed the names of aircraft produce
by the Hawker Siddeley Group (the
name adopted by the company in
1935) during the war. These cars al
used a 2-litre six-cylinder engines,
increased to 2.3-litre engines in 194
In 1949 the Whitley was introduced,
echoing the name of a bomber
aircraft.

The Whitley was a four door ~ Many other adverts have been added
saloon. to my web page lately. Adverts can
be seen of the following marques:
The first advertisements of post Ac, Allard, Alvis, Aston-Martin,
ar models of Armstrong Bentley, Bristol, Daimler, Fraser-
iddeley in 1945 were directly Nash, Austing-Healey, Jaguar,
related to this history of the Jensen, Jowett, Lagonda, Lea
| aircraft used during WWII, see Francis, MG Triumph. Have a look at
above examples. These were ndihem and enjoy watching them.
geven showing the cars, but the
planes with their power and Kind Regards,
actions described during WWII.

Also in later years Armstrong
Siddeley adverts were more
often published, mentioning and
showing the aircraft history. See

Please check out my website:
www.car-brochures.nl

examples as below. Are they nof |, : | If
beautiful artwork. Op€ you enjoy my column. 1 you

have suggestions or questions: feel
free to contact me by e-mail:
h.egges@hetnet.nl

Hermann Egges
enthusiast of MG
and other British cars

£

1949 Armtrong Hurricane advert
Advert for the Lancaster, 1945



----- Original Message ---- From: Lucy & Badbjr@bellsouth.nefTo: PBMC
Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2008. Subject: LKN Sports Car Group Habitat Car Show

Hi:

Mike Stenhouse has asked me to forward some information about the recent HabitatdaityHoan show just
held on the 23rd. There was a good turn out especially for the first year ande¢hesome interesting cars on

display.

A reminder: We'll meet again at the Acropolis Restaurant at 9:00 AM on Sat., ShptLa06k forward to
seeing you there. If anyone has any thoughts on a ride (weather pejoiti@mginteresting place for the

group to visit, let me know and / or bring it up when we meet.

And, here's the info from Mike...

Many thanks to all who participated in the 1st Annual Habitat Car Show.

We exceeded our goals for cars in the show and funds raised for Youth United to buiiéxhefabitat home.
We had 47 cars in the show. As you can see from the list below, the variety and qualityesfwas excellent.

We will do it again next year. We look forward to seeing you there!

Second Strike, PO Box 4600, Davidson, NC 28036-4600, 704-895{¥@fthelStenhouse@bellsouth.net

Trophy Winners

1969 Iso Grifo

2007? Lotus Elise

1963 Ferrari 330 GT Spyder
1972 Chevelle Heavy Chevy
1960's Austin Mini Cooper

1936 Ford 3-window coupe hot rod

1972 Ford Bronco show car
Other Entries

2002 Audi TT Roadster

1966 Austin Healy 3000

1963 Austin Healy 3000 Mk Il

1946 Cadillac Model 62

1969 Camero

1972 Chevrolet Monte Carlo

1965 Cobra FFR replica

1965 Cobra Superformance replica
1965 Cobra Superformance replica
1965 Cobra Superformance replica
1965 Cobra Superformance replica
1965 Cobra Superformance replica
1965 Cobra Superformance replica
1971 Corvette

Best in show

Late model sports car

Vintage sports car
Muscle car
Vintage car

Hot rod

Show car

1993 Corvette 40th anniversary
1963 Ferrari 330 GT Spyder
1976 Ferrari 512 Berlinetta Boxer
1985 Ferrari Testa Rossa

1987 Ferrari Testa Rossa

1990 Ferrari Testa Rossa

1932 Ford hi-boy roadster
1969 Ford Mustang

2008 Ford Mustang W6-1

2002 Hummer H1 show car
2000 Lotus Esprit

2001 Lotus Esprit

1958 MG A

1978 MG B

1987 Nissan 300ZX

1997 Pontiac Trans Am
1955 Porsche 356A Carrera
1976 Porsche 911S Targa
1976 Porsche 914

1987 Porsche 944

1999 Porsche Boxter

2003 Porsche Carrera 4 Cabriolet
2005 PT Cruiser show car
2007 Shelby Mustang

1967 VW Beetle custom
1971 VW Beetle custom



LET'S GO TO A PLAY

By popular demand Denice and | are hosting another trip to
Abingdon, Virginia this fall. While there we plan to see the
play “The Desperate Hours,” A play based on the 1954

film of the same name.

The dates/times of the play are as follows. Saturday
October 11 at 2pm.

We plan to stay two nights at the Alpine Motel. This is
where we stayed last year and | had all positive feedback
on it.

Our plan is to leave after breakfast on Friday morning tfle df0October. We will take a leisurely trip up to
our motel in Abingdon, VA. This is a terrific motel for a car club as it's set tip sacializing in mind. We will
be spending both Friday and Saturday nights and returning Sunday afternoon. This willyblaid vack trip
with little planned activity other then the play for those who would like to go. We plan ¢otige imatinee on
Saturday afternoon at 2pm.

Those who are interested need to make your reservations with the motel and foy #sesglan as you can.
Room rates are $59.00 + tax. Mention my name and Piedmont British Motor Club for teese ra

| think we will a great time! Just ask anyone who went in 2007.

Alpine Motel 276-628-3178
Barter Theatre= 276-628-3994ww.bartertheatre.com
Tickets can easily be ordered on line.

Please call or email to say
you're going.

704-592-5523
magbsforever@conninc.com

£

_ _ WHY DO WE PRESS HARDER ON A REMOTE CONTROL WHEN WE KNOW THE BPERIES
File this ARE FLAT?

Hnder WHY DO BANKS CHARGE A FEE ON 'INSUFFICIENT FUNDS' WHEN THEYNOW THERE
Who IS NOT ENOUGH?

Wants ,t,o WHY DO KAMIKAZE PILOTS WEAR HELMETS?

Know?

WHY DOES SOMEONE BELIEVE YOU WHEN YOU SAY THERE ARE FOUR BILON STARS,
BUT CHECK WHEN YOU SAY THE PAINT IS WET?




News from Abingdon UK

----- Original Message ---- From: John Watgohn.watson45@ntlworld.copTo: mgbh_mga@yahoo.com
Sent: August 22, 2008. Subject:
Hi Danny

| thought you and your club members would like to know that the new MG LE500 went into production on
Wednesday 20August at Longbridge. The car bodies are produced in China, then hand built and fitted out in
the UK.

If you visit the new MG Car Club web sitevw.mgcc.co.ukyou will see pictures and a test drive of the new
MG.

Here is some forward news. We are planning"adithiversary meeting in September 2012, 4 years away, for
the MGB. Hopefully for our friends over the pond the dollar versus the pound exchangealtdiagew
improved.

| loved your article regarding fuel costs in the August Lugnut.

This might interest your readers:- today we are paying £1.14 per litretfol jogas. This equates to £5.13 a
gall. Using today exchange rate, to fill your 17 gall. tank in the UK would cost $162.50.
If you had a diesel vehicle, this is MORE, £1.29 a litre, so costing $183.87 for 17 gall.

| have enclosed a picture of my 1964 MGB, take a couple of years ago of our dalghteat@mpting to
drive in the Abingdon Works driving tests. She won the fastest lady award.

Happy MGing

More “Who wants to know?”
WHAT IS THE SPEED OF DARKNESS?

WHY IS IT THAT PEOPLE SAY THEY 'SLEPT LIKE A BABY' WHEN BABIESVAKE UP
EVERY TWO HOURS?

ARE THERE SPECIALLY RESERVED PARKING SPACES FOR 'NORMAREOPLE AT THE
SPECIAL OLYMPICS?

IF THE TEMPERATURE IS ZERO OUTSIDE TODAXND IT'S GOING TO BE TWICE AS
COLD TOMORROW, HOW COLD WILL IT BE?



CRUMPETS the RECIPE OF THE MONTH &y MARK SHELLEY

Crumpets are soft cakes made of a yeast mixturehndmie baked on a griddle in special metal ringeeT
underneath of a crumpet is smooth and brown and thestagliof small holes.

Ingredients

12 oz strong plain flour Y2 pint tepid water (Y2 pint)
% tsp salt % tsp Bicarbonate of soda
8 fl oz Milk Vegetable oil

% oz fresh yeast,

or ¥ oz fast-action dried yeast

Method Makes 24 Mark Shelby San Diego MG Club
Sift 6 oz flour into a mixing bowl and crumble in the fresh yeassminkle in the fast-action dried yeast
granules. Make a well in the centre of the flour mixtangl pour in the water. Gradualtyix together until

smooth, beating well as the flour is worked into tlyeitl. Cover and leave to stand in a warm place for about
15 minutes until frothy.

Meanwhile, sift the remaining flour, salt and bicarberaftsoda into a large bowl, make a well in the centre, the
pour in the yeast mixture and the milk. Mix to giveéhek batter consistency. Using a wooden spoon vigorously
beat the batter for 5 minutes to incorporate air. Covereactlin a warm place for about 1 hour, until sponge
like in texture. Beat the batter for a further 2 minutes.

Place a large, preferably non-stick frying pan@a high heat and, using absorbent kitchen paper, rubealiittl
over the surface. Grease the insides of 3 crumpet rindpses 3 inch plain metal pastry or cookie cutterac®l|
the rings blunt edge down on to the hot surface and fea\about 2 minutes, or until very hot. Pour the batter
into a large measuring jug. Pour a little batter intche@ag to a depth of ¥2 inch. Cook the crumpets for 5-7
minutes until the surface of each appears dry and is hong#yed with holes.

When the batter has set, carefully remove each metal ripgthelicrumpet over and cook the second side for 1
minute only. Cool on a wire rack. Continue cooking the crumpaisall the batter is used. It is important that
the frying pan and metal rings are well oiled each tane, heated before the batter is poured in. When required,
toast the crumpets on both sides and serve hot with butter.

----- Original Message ---- From: Ruth Hoffmanfmac@cox.nefTo: Danny Jacomgb_mga@yahoo.co®ent: Thursday, August 21, 2008 11:40:23 PM Subize:
reprint permission. Yes, just please say thatime®from Mark Shelley of the SD MG Club. Ruth

On Aug 21, 2008, at 4:15 PM, Danny Jacob wrotehRawbuld you permit me to reprint the crumpet redip our newsletter, the lugnut. thank you, darawpb,
editor.piedmontbritishmotorclub.com

JULY 4TH INDEPENDENCE DAY
PARADE AT CORONADO




The rain kept falling the
remaining part of the afternoon.
Inside our car it was nice and dry
but | could see other cars that
looked like Turkish baths on the
Inside.

The tour finished at Bogesund
Castle. | think it would have beer
more interesting had we toured
there instead.

At the castle we had the picnic
lunch we had brought along. By
then it was generally too damp a
people wanted to head for home

Hello, Sweden Calling...
Hello Jim & Sarah. Hope everything is fine on your side.

Some photos from Saturdays MG-trip. Only our white MGA MKkl
represented the MGA marque.

The white one drove all the way with top down. They did not turn up &
the finish so | guess they gave up and drove home.

We left home 9.45 Saturday morning and returned at 5.00 in the after
The weather was not great. The photos were taken just prior leaving
at 10.20. By then it was cloudy but no rain.

After the start we visited and toured a local industry. One of the
organizer’s son-in-law worked there and, for some reason, they thoug
would be a nice educational stop. They sell washing machines and
detergents for restaurants.

We did another stop too. This time it was out on a farm where they g
ecological (organic?) vegetables, flowers, herbs, etc. This was a tad 1
fun than washing machines. They also had a cafe. By this time it had
started to rain, just a tiny bit, on and off. To that point everyone with
ragtops had driven with their tops down. | think Birgitta and | were the
only ones that put up the top when we parked the car. After a few mir|
while my fellow MG friends were sipping their coffee, it started to rain
time.
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July 2 2008
Morgan Motor Co.'s custom cars may look classic, but with fighter-jet bodies anmefuielrards, they're far
from throwbacks to a simpler time.

Eric Sturdza was always intrigued by Morgan Motor's sexy,
low-slung cars. "lI've seen many times the traditional models

from Morgan, and | always thought the aura was beautiful,”

says the president of Banque Baring Brothers Sturdza. "But |
thought the chassis was in wood, and | heard the suspension was
terrible, so | never looked very much into it."

At the 2000 Geneva Auto Show, Sturdza got a look at Morgan
Motor's Aero 8, the company's first new design since 1948. But

\1/\5/9_38 PllIJ_S 8kl)\IAS 4.0 Photograph courtesy of:  he wanted a few minor changes to the features—left-hand
lniam Lam

steering instead of right, for instance. That wasn't a problem given trgah| a privately owned British
automobile manufacturer, builds all its cars by hand. But it does have a reputatitakiog its customers
wait. And wait.

"They told me | would receive it in one year's time," he says of the contipainlyas been known to leave
customers cooling their heels for a decade. "And, of course, | waited three."

Founded by H.F.S. Morgan in 1913, the company's annual output is minute. In 2007 Morgan assembled just
640 cars, compared with Ford's 6.5 million. "It's a bespoke car, built to the custorer;s explains Mark
Ledington, Morgan assistant sales manager. "We treat every car asfa thgo want it metallic orange and

a pink-color leather, we can do it." Ledington claims they gave up counting the aséolable once the

number surpassed 50,000.

For the roughly $52,000 to $130,000 base price, buyers get Morgan's standard gragisteleetieer steering
wheel and gear knobs, and quilted leather upholstery. (Among the optional luxuries&erdt&are a
"photographic build record" for $292, or a two-case set of fitted luggage frond@tcHer $1,981.) And
although 10 of the 14 car models Morgan makes haven't changed in looks since they @iretitdhe factory
doors, not everything is a throwback to the early 20th century. Morgan's two Aeraéimeade using the
same technology as fighter jets and feature a 4.8-liter BMW engine, optiomiaagigttransmission, and
airbags. And the company is pressing the frontiers of automotive technolbgysvwarototype LIFECar
(Lightweight Fuel-Efficient Car), a fuel-cell-powered vehicle capatflhitting 100 miles per hour and going
from zero to 60 in seven seconds, while not putting a scratch on the environment.

"We can do everything, from hydrogen cars to four-cylinder roadsters Adgtedi says. "We're a small
company, but we punch above our weight.”

At the tiny factory near Worcester (if you chucked a dart at a map of Englamde$ter would be the bull's-
eye), the company's home since 1920, 160 craftsmen painstakingly build each automobietione, avith a
handmade frame molded from ash and bodies hammered from sheets of aluminum.fiSatdngriaedington
adds, serves an apprenticeship that lasts five years.

The Aero 8 and AeroMax are built a little differently than Morgan's usual Tar shape the body's
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aerodynamic, compound curves, each panel of high-grade aluminum alloy—about the hdsirfesteel—is
fed into a mold that's heated up to 500 degrees centigrade (932 degrees FahrénpeEgsuke is blown in,
pressing the aluminum over the mold. Once it's cooled, the craftsmen assemidedbeamund a 4.8-liter,
370-horsepower V-8, capable of zero to 62 m.p.h. in 4.5 seconds, with a top speed of 170 miles per hour.

And never fear wrecking a hand-built car—besides for your personal safgtgu“tfot a [Morgan] bought 50
years ago involved in accident, we have the patterns to recreate it," Lediagton s

For American buyers, there's one small problem: Some current Morgan modelsadtitapartment of
Transportation or Environmental Protection Agency standards. For instance, thdiprodiidc(shorthand for
four wheels, four cylinders) lacks an airbag. Put another way, Americansegaily burchase a brand-new
4/4. But other models are available in the States, including the Aero 8.

Sturdza has one of them—and then some. His bank ended up sponsoring the Morgan team at the 2004 24-h
Le Mans, and he received the first AeroMax, a hardtop coupe prototype, and the radcomgofehe Aero 8.
Sturdza now owns four AeroMax automobiles, along with 11 other Morgans. Among other reportach M
owners are Jay Leno (who once feared he'd been busted speeding his 1934 Morgan treeerwheel

Mulholland Drive, only to discover he'd been doing 35) and British actor Rowan Atkinson, who has an
Aeromax.)

"You can't believe what an exciting car it is," says Sturdza. "The technislatate of the art, and the rest is
hand-built. At the same time, you have better performance than most modern cas find.dt gives you a
very exclusive car."

Portfolio.com © 2008 Condé Nast Inc.

Advertisement

SMITHS & BRITISH
JAEGER
INSTRUMENT/GAUGE
REPAIR & REBUILDING

You will always receive back the same instrumelnés you send to us -- ours is not an exchange anogdur "factory trained"
technicians can rebuild virtually any Post WWII $msi & British Jaeger instruments to function as nallvof our rebuilds are
calibrated to OEM specifications using Original 8mi"Factory" Calibration Equipment and are guaradtfor one year. Nisonger
also stocks a limited and ever-changing inventdi@S and Rebuilt Original Smiths & British Jaedestruments for sale on an
outright basis. In addition to our rebuilding seas, we can:

Convert Smiths and British Jaeger Instruments HPasitive to Negative Ground.

Convert many Smiths and British Jaeger Electricibateters For Use With Electronic Ignitions.

Custom Calibrate Smiths and British Jaeger Speettwmas Required For Tire, Trans. and/or GearirgnGes
Convert selective clocks to utilize modern day tmiarovement.

CONTACT USFor current rebuilding, new instrument or parts pricing, please phone us weekaaenbet
8am & 5pm (Eastern Time) @ (914) 381-1952, or e-mail us 24/7 at
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No More Sticker!

This information is for you

Starting October 1, 2008, North
Carolina vehicle safety and
emissions inspections will go
electronic.

This means that windshield
inspection stickers will no
longer be issued at your next
inspection on or after October 1.
After that date, the vehicle’'s
inspection will become due the
same month as the vehicle’s
registration renewal as shown
on your license tag sticker.

Beginning October 1, vehicles
will be required to pass a
vehicle inspection prior to
registration renewal by the
North Carolina Division of
Motor Vehicles.

The North Carolina General
Assembly passed legislation
(N.C. General Statute Chapter
20, Article 3A, Part 1) requiring
the move to electronic
inspection authorization to
increase inspection compliance

statewide and to further benefit
the state’s air quality and
highway safety.

How the Electronic Inspection
Program Works

1. In addition to showing
the date your vehicle
registration is due, your
vehicle registration
renewal card will also
show that your vehicle
inspection is due that
same month.

2. You must have a current
vehicle inspection prior
to renewing your annual
vehicle registration.
Inspection mechanics
will continue to issue a
receipt showing the date,
station and results of
your inspection, and a
record of your
inspection will be
entered into the DMV'’s
vehicle registration
database.

3. You may have your

vehicle inspected up to
90 days prior to your
annual vehicle
registration due date, but
it must be inspected no
later than the last day of
the month your vehicle
registration expires or
your registration will be
blocked.

. Depending upon the

date of your current
inspection sticker, your
next vehicle inspection
may be greater than 12
months from your last
inspection date. No
vehicles will have to be
inspected more than
once in a 12-month
period.

. New North Carolina

residents must obtain an
inspection prior to
registering their vehicle
in the state.

And even more... “Who wants to know?”

DO MARRIED PEOPLE LIVE LONGER THAN SINGLE ONES OR DOES ONLY SEEM LONGER?
HOW IS IT THAT WE PUT MAN ON THE MOON BEFORE WE FIGURED OUT WOULD BE

A GOOD IDEA TO PUT WHEELS ON LUGGAGE?

WHY DO PEOPLE PAY TO GO UP TALL BUILDINGS AND THEN PUT MONEWIBINOCULARS TO

LOOK AT THINGS ON THE GROUND?
DID YOU EVER STOP AND WONDER......

WHO WAS THE FIRST PERSON TO LOOK AT A COW AND SAY, 'l THINK IELSQUEEZE
THESE PINK DANGLY THINGS HERE, AND DRINK WHATEVER COMES OUT
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Live! It's Saturday night and what am | doing but putting together articldstiare editions of the Lugnut to
entertain you this month! Get a life you say? So help me by submitting yowstimigrand informative articles
to share with your fellow club members. Thanks.

Golden rules:

Warning! When working on
the car - electrical,
mechanical or body - it may
well be highly desirable to
disconnect the battery first.
When doing this always
remove the ground
connection first and replace
last. This is regardless of
whether the car is negative
ground or positive ground.
The reason for this is that if
your spanner should happen
to touch the body whilst it is
also touching the ground
post of the battery nothing
will happen. Once the
ground connection is
removed and if you want to
remove the battery it is now
safe to undo the 'hot'
connection, because if your
spanner should happen to
touch the body while it is on
the hot post still nothing

will happen because the
ground connection has
already been removed.

If you remove the hot
connection first and the
spanner touches the body
whilst doing so, you will

generate a large spark which

can ignite any battery gases
that may be present, or
maybe even cause the
battery to explode in your
face!

"Listen to your car, it is

talking to you." Get used to
how you car sounds, feels,
looks, smells (and tastes, if

so inclined), and investigate
any changes BEFORE you
get a breakdown. | read this
on the BBS or Mailing List
some time ago. | can't
remember who wrote it, but
| salute you.

"Don't assume that because
you have found one
problem, you have found
the ONLY problem." How
true, particularly with Lucas
electrics, and thanks to Nory
for this pearl of wisdom.

Don't change parts willy-
nilly in an attempt to fix a
problem. It is expensive and
you may just disturb the
fault (particularly electrics)
only for it to reappear
(probably in the dark and
the rain) another day. Think
of how the circuit in
guestion is supposed to
work, investigate why it
doesn't, prove which bit is
faulty, then replace/repair it.

Which leads me on to:

Many break-downs occur
soon after a car has been
worked on; 'new' parts can
be faulty when you receive
them; 'new' parts will
sometimes fail soon after
fitting; 'new' parts almost
certainly won't last as long
as the originals.

From the pages of '‘Bee' and 'VeeTheHammer and Spanner

An MG is never ‘finished', if
there is nothing for you to
currently work on it is
merely 'resting'.

A manual is an aid to
common-sense, without
common-sense any manual
is useless.

And my own favourite - "If
you haven't found a use for
something yet, you haven't
kept it long enough”.

And finally the quote of quotes:

Al, bent over the wheel,
kept shifting eyes from
the road to the
instrument panel,
watching the ammeter
needle, which jerked
suspiciously, watching
the oil gauge and the
heat indicator. And his
mind was cataloguing
weak points about the
car. He listened to the
whine, which might be
the rear end, dry; and he
listened to tappets lifting
and falling. He kept his
hand on the gear lever,
feeling the turning gears
through it.

Listen to the motor.
Listen to the wheels.
Listen with your ears
and with your hands on
the steering wheel; listen
with the palm of your
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hand on the gearshift
lever; listen with your
feet on the floorboards.
Listen to the pounding
old jalopy with all your
senses; for a change of
tone, what a variation of
rhythm might mean.
That rattle - that's
tappets. Don't hurt a bit.
Tappets can rattle till
Jesus comes again
without no harm. But
that thudding as the car
moves along - can't hear
that - just kind of feel it.
Maybe oil isn't gettin’
someplace. Maybe a
bearing's startin' to go...

The Grapes Of Wrath by
John SteinbecKt was near life
and death for the people
Steinbeck was writing about,
but does it strike a chord?

The information on these pages
has been gleaned from the
official factory Workshop
Manual, Haynes, Clausager and
others plus training and
personal experience in electro-
mechanical engineering and
LBC ownership over many
years. It is not intended to
reproduce verbatim whole
chunks of workshop manuals
and other reference sources,
more to pull together that

wealth of knowledge and
experience that comes from
actually working on these cars,
by others as well as myself, that
is rarely in 'official’

publications. Also to pull
together information that may
have been published elsewhere
but in several different sources
and/or times. E&OE. Which
means 'Errors and Omissions
Excepted’. Which means | have
tried to make it accurate, but
cannot be held responsible if it
isn't, though do tell mef any
errors. There is also no
substitute.

£

E-Type Lovers

E-Type List Members Humor
The Home of the Jaguar E-Type Enthusiasts!
http://www.xke-lovers.com/

Sir William was known for his love of great beers and in particular his fondneGaifioess. So after the
inaugural presentation of the first E-Type at a North American automobile beqwesidents of General
Motors and Ford decided to take the honorable gentleman to a nearby pub that serveg & bases.

Still wanting to show some patriotic spirit, the president of GM says to thenbari€l'd like the best beer in
the world, give me 'The King Of Beers', a Budweiser." The bartendes hireone.

The president of Ford likewise says, "I'd like the only beer made with Rocky Mowqiring water, give me a

Coors." He gets it.

When the bartender turns to Sir William for his order Sir William replies "@igea Coke." The bartender is a
little taken aback, but gives him what he ordered.

The other two look a little surprised and ask, "Why aren't you drinking a GuirseessBir William replies
"Well, if you guys aren't drinking beer, neither will 1."
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Modifying
Distributor Advance
Curves by Clifton Gordon

Most, if not all, antique British
cars use an ignition distributor to
distribute a spark to each spark
plug when the cylinders reach top
dead center (TDC) of the
compression stroke. Modifying
the distributor advance curve is
the art of making adjustments and
repairs to an automotive ignition
distributor so it will send a spark
to each spark plug at the correct
time for best engine performance.
Look at the typical advance curve
diagram attached. It shows
degrees at the crankshatft in the
left vertical column and engine
speed in rpm is in the bottom
horizontal column. The advance
curve is the line shown in the
chart.

An internal combustion 4 stroke
engine uses four strokes to
operate the engine. The complete
cycle requires two complete
engine revolutions. Each stroke is
180 degrees in duration. The
sequence starts with the intake
stroke. The intake stroke begins
with the intake valve open and the
piston moving down. This action
pulls an air fuel mixture into the
cylinder. When the piston reaches
the bottom of the intake stroke the
intake valve closes and seals the
cylinder. The piston moves up
and starts the compression stroke.
When the piston reaches TDC, the
ignition distributor delivers a
spark to the cylinder. The spark
ignites the compressed air fuel
mixture. The ignited fuel expands
and pushes the piston down for
the power stroke. When the piston
reaches the bottom of the power
stroke, the exhaust valve opens

and the exhaust stroke begins.
The piston moves up and
pushes the exhaust gases out
through the exhaust system. The
exhaust valve closes and the
sequence starts over.

Regardless of engine speed, the
time required to send a spark to
the spark is constant.
Consequently, the spark needs
to occur progressively earlier
before TDC as engine speed
increases. The fixed spark time
and variable engine speed is one
reason a distributor curve is
required. We always want the
plug to ignite the fuel at
approximately TDC

Since around the 1930’s
ignition distributors have used
spring controlled weights to
advance the distributor breaker
cam as engine speed changes.
See the prints of a distributor
advance system shown in the
fixed and the advanced position.
Look at the photo showing
distributor parts. Notice the
springs are labeled primary and
secondary. The primary spring
has tension on it all the time.
The centrifugal weight is
pivoted on a pin and when the
engine speed increases it
stretches the spring. In the
advance curve chart, the static
timing is at about 10 degrees
before top dead center (BTDC).
As engine speed increases to
about 1800 rpm, the primary
spring and its weight advances
the timing to about 25 degrees
BTDC. The secondary spring in
the distributor shown doesn’t
have tension because the spring
is intentionally loose. As the
primary spring weight advances
the timing the movement of the
distributor cam movement

causes the secondary spring to
tighten and both springs
combine to control distributor
advance. Because the two
springs combined are stiffer, the
curve doesn’'t change as quickly
as it did with one spring. This
action causes the advance curve
to bend like a knee. The timing
advance will be at 30 degrees
when the engine is turning at
3000 rpm. In our chart the
centrifugal advance is
mechanically limited at 30
degrees. This is a typical
advance curve used in early
MGB distributors.

When the distributor gets old
the springs may stretch and
fatigue and the distributor shaft
bushings may wear causing the
distributor to be out of
tolerance. The engine will run,
but it will lose performance.
Most engines have been rebuilt
or modified and the new
configuration may requires a
different distributor advance
curve. Many people will
purchase a new distributor but
it's a one size fits all engines
and may not work well with
your engine. Some shops
provide distributor rebuilds with
advance curves to match your
engine configuration. This type
service can improve your
engine performance. One shop
that offers this service is Jeff at
Advance Distributors at;
http://www.advanceddistributor
s.com/l have not used his
service, but | would recommend
him to anyone wishing to
improve their distributor
performance. An alternative is
to buy the Des Hammill book
on power turning distributors
and do your own re-curving. It
require lots of work and
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patience and some knowledge of
what your engine needs. The
technician setting up a distributor
uses a distributor testing machine
to set, check and adjust the
distributor. The

machine operator can alter the
springs or replace them to

achieve the desired advance
curve. A photo of a distributor
tester is attached.

After a distributor has been re-
curved it will not be accurate at
all points on the rpm curve
because it is limited by what your engine.
can be done with a simple two

ll#

If you read last month’s newsletter then you know | sold
1960 MGA in July and it was in transit to Portugal. This
morning | received an email from the new owner, Carl P
that she arrived safely, started right up and when plated

spring advance system. But
with the correct distributor
advance curve your old
distributor can still perform

very well and you will feel the
difference in the performance of

my

ires,
will

now serve gloriously on the Iberian Peninsula in the great

Republica Portuguesa.

Now you've all heard the English saying, “The king is dead,

long live the king.” While | am still sad about selling the
MGA, my 1970 MGB project is rapidly moving along the
days. | hope she will be back on the road later this fall.

£

intended for the entertainment and general useecofilpers of the Piedmont British
Motor Club, their families and friends. The PiedmBritish Motor Club maintains thi
web site to access general information about thie itk sponsored events. and gener
information related to British Sports cars anddhksociated culture . Every effort will
be made to correct errors brought to our attention.

The club newsletter and its associated websitédaas compiled meticulously
however, there is no guarantee that the informasi@ither accurate or complete. The
publisher and authors therefore do not acceptlitiafior any damage resulting from
actions or decisions based on the information éoetbherein. Users of this website g
strongly advised to rely on their professional kiezlge and experience, and to verify
the information to be used. Users should also wathat statements, insights and

conclusions are made in good faith, so technicililden published articles should be

Disclaimer Statement. The material contained i lewsletter and on this web site is

se

D

re-considered in the light of the latest researzhdevelopment.
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Miller Airpark
2008 Fly-in/Cruise-In

Saturday, September 13, 2008
10 a.m. ‘til ?

Bring your classic ride, plane or car! There will be food and fun so come and enjoy the day!

Directions

By air: N 35:35:50:07, W 080:44:2808. By land: Highway 150 East of Mooresuville.

Useful businesses we can support

Like British
Cars?

Join the
Piedmont
British Motor
Club today.

Comments, suggestions about our newsletter orltibeveebsite are appreciated. Please email DanrobJamb _mga@yahoo.com
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